

■ PLEA FOR HELP: Residents from the West Kensington and Gibbs Green estates ask the government to stop the bulldozers. 

Minister, please 
save our homes! 



'Alco-cop tax'could make 
dubs pay bill for policing 
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London lays on a heroes' 
welcome for war veterans 
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Maradona joins football 
unity team born in London 
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Specialists in used 
Herman Miller Aerons chairs 

londonaerons.co.uk 

Office Hours - 0207 639 7771 (option 1) 
Weekends or Evenings - 07973 540 289 



We buy Herman Miller Aeron Chairs 
London's best buyer of Aeron chairs 
1-1000+ chairs wanted! 

Any condition Good, Bad or Broken 
We will buy ANY Aeron chair 

(We also buy any other quality office chairs and furniture) 


SOS over Earls Court masterplan - Page 3 



TARIQ HALAL 

431 North End Road, 
Fulham Broadway, SW61NY. 

CALL: 020 7381 4252 
www.tariqhalalmeats.com 




WE ONLY SELL THE FINEST MEAT 



HUGE VARIETY OF FRESH & MARINATED MEAT 


Exciting New Flexible 
Childcare Facilities 
Now Open! 


Creative Arts Nursery School 

for children 3months - 5years 

The D-B Club 

Breakfast Club, After school Club and School 
Holiday Club (now booking for October half Term 


and Christmas) 


Darcy Bunnie 
Brook Green 

45 Redan Street 
London W14 OAB 
07823 349 189 


Web: www.darcybunnie.co.uk 
Emai: info@darcybunnie.co.uk 
Tel: 07917 408131 
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DRAINAGE BLUEPRINT WILL CREATE MORE GREEN SPACES FOR LONDONERS 

Creative vision to stop capital drowning 


L ONDON may be at risk 
from major flooding by 
2050 without a radical new 
sustainable drainage system to 
support over-capacity sewers, ac¬ 
cording to a new draft report led 
by the Mayor of London. 

Boris Johnson, in partnership with 
Thames Water, the Environment Agency 
and London Councils, this week pub¬ 
lished the first London Sustainable 
Drainage Action Plan for consultation, 
identifying potential flooding hotspots 
across the city and proposing innovative 
ways of diverting rain back from the 
sewers into the soil with rain gardens or 
green roofs. 

A flooding ‘heat map’ published this 
week shows the areas of London where 
the sewer network will be at full capac¬ 
ity by 2050, with associated flooding 
risk. 

Some 17 per cent of permeable 
ground surface in London has been lost 
over the last 40 years, largely thanks to 



FROM THE 
MAYOR'S OFFICE 


the trend for home-owners to pave over 
their front gardens. This has effectively 
‘waterproofed’ the city, driving more 
rainwater into London’s traditional 
drainage system which is already 150 
years old. Without action, in time the 
capital could be vulnerable to flooding 
caused even by normal rainfall. 

At the same time the Mayor is sup¬ 
porting a much-needed modernisation of 
the London sewerage system through 


the constmction of the Thames Tideway 
Tunnel - a major new sewer that will 
protect the River Thames from sewerage 
overflows. Bazalgette Tunnel Limited 
are constructing the tunnel and will 
sponsor the creation of a full-time post 
at the Greater London Authority to work 
in concert to implement the London Sus¬ 
tainable Drainage Action Plan. 

The draft plan was launched by the 
Deputy Mayor for Environment and En¬ 
ergy Matthew Pencharz at a new rain 
garden in Tower Hamlets, part-funded 
by the Mayor. The site, formerly the 
dead-end of a public highway which at¬ 
tracted fly-tippers and anti-social behav¬ 
iour, has now been transformed into a 
new public space, combining the func¬ 
tions of flood defence and a new cycle 
route, edible plant gardens and outdoor 
seating. This approach is backed by 
Thames Water, who will give £20 mil¬ 
lion for similar innovative projects. 

Mr Pencharz said: “Sustainable 
drainage is a win-win for London - re¬ 
ducing flood risk while also increasing 
the amount of green space in our city, 


which is great for providing new com¬ 
munity spaces, improving air quality and 
beautifying our streets. We need new 
sewers like the Thames Tideway Tunnel 
but cannot keep building them endlessly, 
which is why sustainable drainage is 
necessary. This action plan is just part of 
a wider initiative by the Mayor of Lon¬ 
don to encourage sustainable develop¬ 
ment, which is vital to support our city’s 
population as it continues to grow.” 

Thames Water Director Richard Ay- 
lard said: “We work really hard to make 
sure our sewers are as empty as possible 
whenever heavy rain is expected but it’s 
important we also look at how to reduce 
surface water getting into them in the 
first place. We’ve set aside £20 million 
to help support sustainable drainage 
projects across our patch over the next 
five years. Our aim is to help create at 
least 20 hectares, which is equivalent to 
about 30 football pitches, of green infra¬ 
structure to capture rainwater by 2020.” 

Chair of London Councils’ Transport 
and Environment Committee Cllr Julian 
Bell said: “Flooding is a very real threat 


for significant numbers of people in 
London and London needs a robust and 
sustainable response to address this now 
to avoid an even bigger problem in the 
future. The plan contains some key 
measures which, if implemented in a 
timely way and correctly, will be of real 
benefit. The net increase in London’s 
green infrastructure will not only make 
London a better place to live but will 
also reduce the amount of rainwater en¬ 
tering the sewer system and hence re¬ 
duce the risk of flooding.” 

Deputy Director of London for the 
Environment Agency Simon Moody 
said: “The government is allocating £12 
million over six years to help London 
boroughs manage surface flood risk, but 
these projects alone will not eliminate 
the threat. The London Sustainable 
Drainage Action Plan identifies oppor¬ 
tunities to manage rainwater sustainably 
for the benefit of the people, businesses 
and environment of London. I welcome 
the consultation and hearing from other 
organisations about how they can help 
deliver this ambitious plan.” 
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contacting YOUR COUNCIL 


Hammersmith & Fulham 


Adult social care 
0845 313 3935 
Benefits 
020 8753 6681 
Cleaner Greener hotline 
020 8753 1100- 

cleaner.greener @ lbhf .go v.uk<ma 
ilto: cleaner.greener @ lbhf.gov.uk 

Council tax 

020 8753 6681 

Electoral services 

020 8753 4466 

electoral .services @ lbhf .gov.uk< 
mailto:electoral.services@lbhf.g 
ov.uk 

Environment 

020 8753 1081 

Family information service 

020 8753 2450 

fis @ lbhf .go v.uk<mailto: fis @ lbh 
f.gov.uk 

Housing 

0845 313 3935 

Libraries 


020 7361 3610 

libraries @ lbhf .go v.uk<mailto: 
libraries @ lbhf.gov.uk 

Parking control 

020 7371 5678 

parking @ lbhf .go v.uk<mailto: par 
king@lbhf.gov.uk 

Parking permits 

020 8753 6681 

parkingpermits @ lbhf .gov.uk<ma 
ilto :parkingpermits@ lbhf. gov.uk 
Planning 
020 8748 3020 

planning @ lbhf .go v.uk<mailto :pl 
anning @ lbhf.gov.uk 
Register Office 
020 8753 2140 

registeroffice @ lbhf .go v.uk<mail 
to: registeroffice @ lbhf.gov.uk 

Report it 

020 8753 1100 
Switchboard 

020 8748 3020 


1 City of Westminster 1 

Adult Services 

020 7641 1000 

020 7641 2500 

Births, deaths 

Libraries 

and marriages 

020 7641 6200 

020 7641 7500 

Benefits 

Elections 

0800 072 0042 

020 7641 7500 

Parking 

Household recycling, 

020 7823 4567 

waste and rubbish 

Children’s Services 

020 7641 2000 

020 7641 4000 

Business line 

Planning 

General Enquiries 

020 7641 6500 

020 7641 7000 

Council Tax 

020 7641 6000 

0845 302 3400 

Westminster City Hall 

Licensing 

64 Victoria Street 

020 7641 6500 

London 

Housing 

SW1E 6QP 


Kensington & Chelsea 


Accessible Transport 

020 7361 2390 

accessible .transport@rbkc .gov.uk 

Arts & Leisure 

020 7361 3003 

artsandleisure@rbkc .gov.uk 

Benefits 

020 7361 3006 

benefits @rbkc .gov.uk 

Council Tax 

020 7361 3005 

counciltax@rbkc .gov.uk 

Electoral Services 

020 7361 3444 

elect@rbkc.gov.uk 

Education 

020 7361 3009 

education @rbkc .gov.uk 

Environmental Health 

020 7361 3002 

environmentalhealth@rbkc .gov.uk 

Family Information 
Services 

0207 361 3302 

fis@rbkc.gov.uk 

Housing 

020 7361 3008 

housing@rbkc.gov.uk 

Land Charges 

020 7361 3554 

Libraries 

020 7361 3010 

information @ rbkc .gov.uk 


Parking - 
general enquiries 

020 7361 3004 

parking @ rbkc .gov.uk 

Parking - 
penalty charges 

020 7361 4383 

parking @ rbkc .gov.uk 

Parking - permit (new 
applications) 

020 7361 4381 

residentparking@rbkc .gov.uk 

Parking - permit 
(renewals) 

020 7361 3019 

residentparking@rbkc .gov.uk 

Patient Advice 
& Liaison Service 

020 8962 4547 

Planning 

020 7361 3012 

planning @ rbkc .gov.uk 

Registrars 

020 7361 4100 

chelsea.registeroffice@rbkc.gov.uk 

Streetline 

020 7361 3001 

streetline @ rbkc .gov.uk 

Social Services 

020 7361 3013 

socialservices @rbkc .gov.uk 


Tell Us Once 

0207 361 3940 
























Thursday, November 5 th 2015 


editorial @ londonweeklynews .co .uk 


London Weekly News 3 


NEWS FROM FULHAM 



Residents fighting redevelopment plan 
urge minister to keep bulldozers at bay 


BY JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


DESPERATE residents 
have called for government 
intervention to prevent 
their homes being demol¬ 
ished as part of the contro¬ 
versial Earls Court 
redevelopment. 

People living on the West 
Kensington and Gibbs Green 
estates, which are set to be bull¬ 
dozed as part of the deal, took 
their fight to Whitehall last 
week, calling on communities 
and local government secretary 
Greg Clark MP to intervene. 

Campaigners presented their 
own alternative plan for the 760 
threatened homes and urged the 
secretary of state to take action 
by following up a legal loop¬ 
hole. 

Hammersmith and Fulham 
council is currently negotiating 
a new settlement with developer 
Capco. 

But residents say they want 
ownership of the two estates to 
be transferred from the council 
to a community-owned group. 

The latest protests against the 
redevelopment came as the ex¬ 
hibition centre’s 1,300 tonne 
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I HOME TRUTHS: Residents make their point. Inset: communities secretary Greg Clark MP. 


roof was removed and lowered 
onto the ground for deconstruc¬ 
tion. 

Homeowner Iona Bain, who 
handed Mr Clark the plan and a 
petition signed by residents of 
more than half the homes on the 
estates, said she had serious 
concerns about the project. 

“I am very worried about this 
scheme and have lived with this 
worry for years while the area 
has been blighted by uncer¬ 


tainty,” she said. “I worked very 
hard to buy my flat here and I 
have invested a lot of money 
and time in my community to 
make it my home. I feel totally 
let down by the promise of 
homeownership. I just hope the 
secretary of state will listen to 
us and support the will of the 
local community.” 

The Earls Court ‘masterplan’ 
includes proposals for 7,500 
new homes built around four 


“urban villages’ 
and a high street. 

Outline plan¬ 
ning permission 
for the scheme has 
been granted but f 
residents living in 
the development area 
are fighting to save 
their homes from dem¬ 
olition. The affected 
residents are call 
ing on Mr Clark 



1 


to permit them a ‘right to trans¬ 
fer’ ownership of the two estates 
to a community-owned landlord 
controlled by the residents 
themselves. The original deal 
with Capco was agreed by the 
council’s previous Conservative 
administration and the current 
Labour leadership was elected 
last year on a manifesto com¬ 
mitment to oppose the scheme. 

Council leaders have said 
they will work hard to secure 
the best settlement for residents 
but that there are no legal 
grounds on which to stop the 
demolition. In a recent letter to 
residents of the two estates, 
council leader Stephen Cowan 
said: “Some residents have been 
told there is a chance that the es¬ 
tates have not been sold and that 
they can stop the demolition 
by transferring ownership to 
another organisation... 
Our firm legal advice is 
that is wrong. Given the 
comprehensive legal ad¬ 
vice we have received 
saying that this develop¬ 
ment cannot be legally 
stopped, our job is to get 
the best possible deal 
for you.” 

He added: 
“We are 



determined to achieve a much 
better deal. That must include a 
new home in the area, signifi¬ 
cantly increased compensation 
and a much-improved package 
of other benefits for resident 
tenants, leaseholders and free¬ 
holders.” 

However, Keith Drew, chair 
of the West Ken Gibbs Green 
Community Homes not-for- 
profit organisation set up to 
drive the campaign, said resi¬ 
dents were still hopeful of sav¬ 
ing their homes. 

“The community has been 
kept out of these discussions,” 
he said. “We believe we can 
achieve a much more satisfac¬ 
tory regeneration scheme by re¬ 
taining popular housing and 
building new homes on infill 
sites around the estates. 

“The majority of residents 
have consistently opposed dem¬ 
olition - 80 per cent according 
to the council’s own consulta¬ 
tion in 2012.” 

A spokesman for the Depart¬ 
ment of Communities and Local 
Government said: “Ministers 
are currently examining the re¬ 
quests and any further evidence 
from interested parties. A deci¬ 
sion will be made in due 
course.” 


Police commander fields your questions 


POLICE chief Gideon Springer will field 
questions at a crime roadshow event at 
Fulham Palace this month. 

The borough commander will answer to 
residents during the event, which takes place 
at the palace's Great Hall in Bishops Avenue. 

The roadshow is one of three community 


engagement events to be held across the 
borough in November. It follows the 
announcement that Fulham police station is 
soon to be downgraded, although a front 
counter service will be retained. 

The roadshow is on Tuesday, November 24 
from 7pm. Doors open at 6.30pm. 


Fly-tippers feeling the heat 


A COUNCIL crackdown on 
fly-tippers has led to a spike in 
prosecutions this year, new 
figures reveal. 

There have already been six 
prosecutions for rubbish 
dumping in 2015, compared to 
just five over the previous three 
years combined. 

Several areas in 
Hammersmith and Fulham 
have been identified as fly- 
tipping hotspots and council 
chiefs have declared war on the 
dumpers. 

But opposition leaders have 
accused the council of 
“dropping the ball” and called 
for greater urgency in tackling 
fly-tipping issues. 

Hammersmith and Fulham 
council’s Labour leadership 
says progress is now being 
made in the campaign to clean 
up the borough’s streets, with 
more residents using a mobile 
phone app to report fly-tipping 
incidents. 

The council’s ‘Report It’ app 
has been used to flag up more 
than 1,100 cases this year. 


Councillor Wesley Harcourt, 
the council’s cabinet member 
for environment, said the app, 
which allows users to report 
dumped rubbish and other 
environmental issues instantly, 
had been a key factor in the 
growing number of 
prosecutions. 

“We are committed to 
stamping out the dumping of 
rubbish in Hammersmith and 
Fulham and these figures show 
we are punishing more of the 
culprits,” he said. 

“There is still much to do 
and any information from 
residents will help us catch as 
many fly-tippers and litterers as 
possible.” 

Use of the ‘Report It’ app has 
grown year on year and almost 
4,000 residents are now 
registered to use it. 

Last year, it was used to 
report a total of 1,171 incidents 
and a similar number have 
already been reported in 2015. 

The six fly-tipping 
prosecutions so far this year 
compare with two in 2014, two 


in 2013 and only one in 2012. 

Cllr Harcourt added: “The 
more residents who use ‘Report 
It’, Twitter and other methods 
to report dumped waste, the 
more likely it is we can catch 
those responsible and, where 
appropriate, prosecute them. 

“We are determined to make 
our streets as clean as 
possible.” 

However, opposition leaders 
called on the council to act 
more quickly when dumped 
rubbish appears. 

Councillor Greg Smith, 
Leader of the council’s 
Conservative group, said: "It is 
clear that Hammersmith and 
Fulham's Labour council have 
dropped the ball on street 
cleaning and fly-tips. 

“Many residents have raised 
this with me and the extent of 
the problem is self-evident as 
you walk around the borough. 

“The council needs to be 
much quicker at clearing fly- 
tips away as soon as they 
appear, otherwise even more 
fly-tipping will be attracted.” 
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Staying power puts 
homeowners top of 
the extension table 


BY JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

RECORD numbers of Ful¬ 
ham homeowners are 
choosing to extend their 
properties, with millions of 
pounds added to house val¬ 
ues across the borough in 
the first half of this year 
alone. 

New research reveals that 
Hammersmith and Fulham has 
become England’s number one 
hotspot for home improve¬ 
ments, as council planners face 
an unprecedented number of ap¬ 
plications for planning permis¬ 
sion. 

An analysis of London’s 
prime property market by estate 
agents Savills found a huge 
number of completed exten¬ 
sions over the first six months 
of the year. 

As many as one in 16 of all 
owner-occupied properties in 
the borough - around six per 
cent - were extended between 
January and June. 

The figure, according to Sav¬ 
ills’ research, is more than one 
and a half times higher than any 
other local authority area in the 


country. A total of 1,634 plan¬ 
ning applications were submit¬ 
ted in Hammersmith and 
Fulham, with completed devel¬ 
opments adding a combined 
£150 million to the value of 
homes in the borough. 

Savills crunched numbers 
from the Department of Com¬ 
munities and Local Government 
that indicated 220,000 people in 
England extended their home in 
the year to June, adding an esti¬ 
mated £6.6 billion to the value 
of their homes. 

Analysts at Savills suggested 
the stamp duty reform intro¬ 
duced in December last year 
had made moving less desirable 
and that homeowners were 
looking to improve their proper¬ 
ties instead. 

Savills’ report also found that 
London’s prime market is con¬ 
tinuing to expand into Fulham, 
with more and more properties 
reaching a seven-figure sale 
price. 

Lucian Cook, head of resi¬ 
dential research at Savills, said: 
“The cost of taking the next step 
up the housing ladder and the 
difficulties in acquiring the 
mortgage finance to do so ap¬ 
pear to have encouraged a sig¬ 


nificant proportion of owner oc¬ 
cupiers to extend or alter their 
existing home. 

“Changes made by the mort¬ 
gage market review and in¬ 
creased stamp duty for 
properties over £1 million are 
both likely catalysts to home 
improvements, impeding the 
rate and volume of transactions 
in the market. 

“High value markets have 
generally been the strongest 
performers post-credit crunch. 

“Extending has therefore 
been both more financially vi¬ 
able, with owners recouping the 
money spent on home improve¬ 
ments through house price 
growth, and more attractive 
given the relative costs of upsiz¬ 
ing.” 

Figures from online estate 
agents HouseSimple point to a 
spike in new property listings 
across the borough last month, 
after a “summer slumber” for 
sellers. 

Chief executive Alex Gosling 
said: “The housing market still 
has a long road to travel to re¬ 
balance supply and demand, but 
these latest figures show that we 
are finally moving in the right 
direction.” 


Turn your CAR into cash 

' at AUCTION 



• DIRECT FROM BAILIFFS/FINANCE COMPANIES 
• DIRECT FROM MAIN AGENTS 

• WIDE SELECTION OF CARS 

* • STRESS-FREE SELLING 
• FREE VALUATIONS 

• PRIVATE ENTRIES 
^ • FREE ADVICE 

020 7736 0086 

AUCTION TIMESi TUISA f«l 7 30PM 
VWWINO A INTO IIS: MON.WDS THUS 10AM-SNA 
tUES&FW IQAMIAIE, SAT 1 QAM I PM 

www.MlxirTWTioAocaucrton.com 

WANDSWORTH BRIDGE SW6 2TY f j FULHAM MOTOR AUC 





■ HELPING HAND: A dedicated husband and wife team have been hard at work collecting 
donations for Hammersmith and Fulham's poppy appeal in the run-up to this weekend's 
commemorations. Mary Walker and Tom Phillips (pictured with volunteer fundraisers), who live 
near North End Road, have been selling poppies across the borough ahead of Remembrance 
Sunday. The couple are hoping to go one better than last year, when more than £40,000 was 
raised towards the appeal, and are encouraging volunteers to help distribute poppies, collect 
donations and count takings. Mrs Walker, 68, said: "These people joined the services and go out 
on our behalf to protect us. I feel we should give them every support." A service of 
remembrance will be held at the Fulham War Memorial in Vicarage Gardens at 11am on Sunday 
(November 8). A procession will gather at Parsons Green Lane at 10.20am and march along New 
Kings Road towards the memorial. 


Near misses prompt warning to cyclists 


CYCLISTS have been urged to steer clear of 
the Thames Path when passing through 
Bishop's Park after walkers complained about 
a series of near misses. 

Hammersmith and Fulham council is 
asking riders to stick to the designated routes 
and keep away from the Thames Path, where 
pedestrians have priority. 

The warning follows the launch of the 


council's new cycling strategy, which includes 
measures to "reduce conflicts" between 
cyclists and pedestrians. 

A spokesman said: "Some riders might not 
be aware there are designated cycle routes 
through Bishop's Park, so we would urge all 
cyclists to be responsible and ensure they are 
on the correct routes, which are indicated by 
circular signs embedded in the path." 


Hate crime 
on agenda 

MET officers gave disabled vis¬ 
itors a special tour of Fulham po¬ 
lice station to mark National 
Hate Crime Awareness Week. 

People with a range of physi¬ 
cal and learning disabilities were 
invited into the station to discuss 
hate crime issues with represen¬ 
tatives from the force. 

The nationwide awareness 
event, organised by the Stop 
Hate UK charity, aims to help 
people understand how to spot 
the signs of hate crime, while 
promoting the work of local sup¬ 
port services. Stop Hate UK clas¬ 
sifies hate crime as abuse that is 
perceived to be motivated by 
hostility or prejudice. Disability, 
gender identity, race, ethnicity, 
nationality, sexual orientation 
and religious beliefs are among 
the issues that most often trigger 
hate crime. 

However, Detective Sergeant 
Yasser Awad, from Hammer¬ 
smith and Fulham Police, said 
hate crime was often wrongly 
perceived as an issue affecting 
minority groups only. 

“It can affect us all at any 
point of our lifetime,” he said. 
“Our policing team is committed 
to dealing with matters of hate 
crime with sensitivity, ensuring 
that the victim comes first. There 
is no place for hate crime in 
Hammersmith and Fulham, and 
our drive in bringing offenders to 
justice has never been stronger.” 



■ IN THE BANK: Staff at Barclays' Fulham Broadway branch 
celebrated a successful fundraising campaign after 
donating more than £3,000 to the Brain Tumour Research 
charity. The team organised a football tournament at Mile 
End Stadium in September and invited Barclays employees 
from across London to take part. Around £2,000 was raised 
at the event, with Barclays bosses chipping in with a further 
£1,000 to bring the total to an impressive £3,100.44. Branch 
manager Upin Nathwani presented the cheque to Brain 
Tumour Research representative Lauren Ryan, who said the 
money would cover the cost of a full day's work at one of 
the charity's four research centres. Picture: Jack Dixon 
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KENSINGTON AND CHELSEA NEWS 



50 rescued 
from tower 
block blaze 

Firefighters rescued 50 people from flats in a North 
Kensington tower block on Saturday when a blaze broke out 
on the third floor. Kensington and Chelsea borough councillor 
Emma Dent Coad was among those first on the scene. Here is 
her eye-witness report 


FIRE broke out in a third floor 
flat in Adair Tower in North 
Kensington at around 9am on 
Saturday morning, blazing 
through one flat and sending 
thick acrid smoke throughout 
the 13 floors above. 

Fire engines were 
despatched from Kensington, 
Paddington, Islington, Camden 
and Ruislip to deal with the 
blaze, which took 50 firefight¬ 
ers to bring under control. 

The first appliance was there 
within three minutes and four 
more arrived within six min¬ 
utes, their prompt action min¬ 
imising what could have been 
a major disaster. 

As the blaze came under 
control, firefighters led terri¬ 
fied residents out of their flats; 
three had to be rescued by lad¬ 
ders from the tower block’s 
windows. 

Paramedics and ambulances 
attended, monitoring residents 
who had suffered smoke in¬ 
halation and minor injuries and 
ferrying the worst affected and 
some older vulnerable people 
to hospital, while local police 
attended and kept the area se¬ 
cure and isolated. 

Some residents exited by the 
stairs quickly, but some were 
trapped in their flats for up to 
half an hour. One frightened 
man said he had stopped up his 
front door with towels to keep 
out the smoke, and stayed on 
his balcony, but when firefight¬ 
ers reached him he had to be 
persuaded to leave and venture 
down the stairs as he could not 
see two feet in front of him. 

The building is home to 
some very old and very young 
residents, who also had to walk 
or be carried down several 
flights of stairs in thick smoke 
and were very afraid. 

One elderly woman with de¬ 
mentia, being looked after by 
her family, seemed to be in a 
state of shock. 

There were no fatalities or 
serious injuries, thanks to the 
rapid work of firefighters and 
police, but 15 were taken to 
hospital suffering smoke in¬ 
halation, shock, and minor in¬ 
juries. Some were still in their 
nightwear, and were in need of 
medication left behind in the 
rush to evacuate. 

Father Philip of the neigh¬ 
bouring Church of Our Lady of 
Holy Souls opened his doors to 
the evacuees, and volunteers 
offered tea and biscuits to the 
shell-shocked and confused 
residents. 

Local councillor Pat Mason 
was nearby and quickly at¬ 


tended the scene to help and 
advise the emergency services. 
I joined him to comfort fright¬ 
ened residents and led them to 
the church hall. 

The chief executive of the 
tenant management organisa¬ 
tion that manages the council 
flats rushed to the scene to or¬ 
ganise help and reassure resi¬ 
dents, and contacted the 
council to help secure the 
building and re-house anyone 
unable to return to their home. 

Fire safety officers will be 
investigating the scene along 
with police, who have estab¬ 
lished a crime scene while they 
work out how the fire started 
and spread. A full report will be 
expected, and acted upon, in 
due course. 

Golbome Councillor Mason, 
who was first on the scene, 
said: “I saw thick smoke bil¬ 
lowing from Adair Tower and 
firefighters rescuing residents 
from third floor windows on a 
turntable ladder. 

“I assisted ambulance, po¬ 
lice and fire staff to set up an 
emergency medical base on the 
street to treat smoke inhalation 
victims. Being Saturday and 
9am, no tenant management or 
council staff were on duty, so I 
acted as liaison between all the 
services until they arrived. 

“I later entered the building 
with tenant management staff 
and saw that the whole third 
floor was burned out. 

“It was only due to the fast 
and professional actions of the 
fire brigade that no one died. 
We all need to know why this 
fire started and take steps to en¬ 
sure there is no repeat at Adair 
or in any other tower block.” 

Speaking as a fellow coun¬ 
cillor, my comment is that this 
was everyone’s worst night¬ 
mare, but thankfully it was 
brought under control quickly. 
Residents were very frightened 
indeed, young and old, and 
sadly some will not be able to 
return to their homes and will 
have to be re-housed by the 
council, at least until their 
homes are restored. 

This will be a very difficult 
time for them but I’m sure the 
neighbourliness of Golbome 
will rise to the occasion and 
give them all the help they 
need. 

Adair Tower’s nearby twin 
Hazelwood Tower suffered 
fires in 1987 and 2002, both of 
which sadly ended in a fatality. 
We must ensure that lessons 
leamt then are added to the up¬ 
coming investigation report. 
Emma Dent Coad 



■ HIGH DRAMA: The scene on 
Saturday morning after fire broke 
out in a flat in Adair Tower in North 
Kensington. Police threw a security 
cordon round the building as fire 
crews evacuated residents. Some 
needed hospital treatment and 
some were temporarily 
accommodated at nearby church 
premises, pictured below. 

Pictures: Emma Dent Coad 


Council gets 
tough with 
rule flouters 

THE Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea's 
planning enforcement team is 
one the most active in the 
country, according to figures 
recently released by the 
Department of Communities 
and Local Government. 

The statistics for the year 
June 2014 to June 2015 show 
that the council's planning 
enforcement team issued and 
served 23 temporary stop 
notices, more than any other 
local authority in the UK and 
representing nine per cent of 
all such stop notices that were 
served in the UK last year. 

Temporary stop notices 
allow planning authorities to 
act quickly to address breaches 
of planning control, such as 
unauthorised activities. The 
notices may prohibit a range of 
activities, including those that 
take place intermittently or 
seasonally. 

Since the start of July 2015 
Kensington and Chelsea 
council has served a further 
eight temporary stop notices. 
Usually the planning 
enforcement team serves a 
temporary stop notice because 
developers have failed to 
adhere to construction traffic 
management plans. 

These must be followed 
when planning permission is 
granted for basement 
development. 

Councillor Timothy 
Coleridge, cabinet member for 
planning lolicy, said: "I hope 
developers are getting the 
message but if not we will 
continue to be the most prolific 
user of temporary stop notices 
in the country for the 
foreseeable future!" 

Chip chip 
hooray 

THE Mayfair Chippy in London 
has been named as one of the 
UK's top three fledging fish and 
chip shops as part of the 2016 
National Fish and Chip Awards. 

Whittled down from a top 10 
semi-finalist shortlist, The 
Mayfair Chippy, in Audley 
Street, will now'fry'for glory 
against fellow fish and chip 
contenders - Catch in East 
Looe, Cornwall and Chuckles 
Chippy in Poole, Dorset - in the 
race to bag the Best Newcomer 
Award. To secure a place as a 
finalist, the newcomers have 
been appraised across a wide 
variety of judging criteria, 
including the policies they 
have in place regarding the 
responsible sourcing of raw 
ingredients, shop appearance, 
decor and facilities, staff 
training programmes, and 
marketing and promotional 
activity. They also received 
mystery shopping judging 
assessments by industry 
experts to ascertain the quality 
of the fish and chips on offer 
and the levels of customer 
service provided by staff. 

During November the 
finalists will be subjected to 
further judging. The overall 
winner will be announced at 
the awards ceremony in 
London in January. 
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Oh what 
a Knight! 


THE second annual West 
End Wilma Awards took 
place on Friday, October 
30, at The Hippodrome 
Casino in central 
London. Singer Beverley 
Knight won the Best 
Vocal Performance 
category - sponsored by 
the London Weekly 
News - at the awards. 
Beverley, who has 
enthralled audiences in 
the musical Memphis, is 
pictured left with 
London Weekly News 
theatre critic Nicky 
Sweetland after pipping 
Killian Donnelly and 
Gina Beck to the 
prestigious award. 
Beverley began a new 
role as Grizabella in Cats 
at the London Palladium 
last week. Nicky is also 
pictured right with the 
awards' inspiration. West 
End Wilma. 


Pictures: Ollie Boito 
Photography 

REPORT AND MORE 
PICTURES NEXT WEEK 


‘Alco-cop tax’ could make pubs 
pay bill for night-time policing 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


WEST End clubs and pubs are 
facing new survival pressures 
with calls for them to pay for the 
police themselves following a re¬ 
port that blames 80 per cent of 
weekend arrests on boozing. 

Supermarkets and off-licences could 
also be hit by the “alco-cop tax”, which 
is backed by an overwhelming majority 
of police officers. 

But chiefs of London’s night-time in¬ 
dustry warn that extra costs would cause 
“immense loss” to the capital. 

The suggestion of new fees to be 
levied on every establishment that sells 
alcohol comes in a report that damns 
drinking as the No 1 cause of most of the 
trouble and crime in the capital. 

The report, based on a survey of 
5,000 emergency service workers, adds 
to calls for an end to 24-hour drinking 
after three-quarters of police and half of 
ambulance staff surveyed said they had 
been injured while dealing with drink- 
related incidents. 

In a further threat to London’s already 
beleaguered night-time industries, the 
report by the Institute for Alcohol Stud¬ 
ies reveals that clubs could come under 
the cosh to fund the extra police work 
caused by late-night drinking. 

“The survey showed that 89 per cent 
of police favour levies on licensed prem¬ 
ises to fund police activity,” said the 
IAS. 

“Moreover, they were insistent that 
this policy should not be focused solely 
on pubs and clubs but that supermarkets 
and off-licenses should be targeted as 
well. In addition, 76 per cent of ambu¬ 
lance staff believe that alcohol users 
should have to pay for call-outs resulting 
from their own drunkenness.” 

The report says the survey showed 
that 80 per cent of weekend arrests are 


alcohol-related, 50 per cent of violent 
crime is committed while under the in¬ 
fluence and 75 per cent of police and 53 
per cent of ambulance staff have already 
been injured while dealing with drunks. 

“Alcohol has created a culture of fear 
in the members of emergency services 
who are out on the streets; 78 per cent of 
police officers and 65 per cent of ambu¬ 
lance staff feel at risk to drunken as¬ 
saults,” said the IAS. 

The Institute’s Director Katherine 
Brown added: “Our report shows how 
alcohol takes up a disproportionate share 
of emergency service time. Many of 
these incidents are preventable, and al¬ 
cohol therefore creates unnecessary 
problems for front line staff, increasing 
their workload and preventing them 
from dealing with other important is¬ 
sues. Police officers we spoke to would 
far rather be dealing with burglaries than 
Friday night dmnks. 

“We call on the Government to better 
support our emergency services and im¬ 
plement policies to ease this burden, 
such as minimum unit pricing for alco¬ 
hol. Local Authorities could also do 
more by using their licensing powers 
more proactively, such as trying to bring 
forward extremely late closing times 
where needed.” 

The report came in the same week 
as the top Kensington nightclub 
Boujis was ordered to shut its doors 
after a mass punch-up between rev¬ 
ellers. Prince Harry’s favourite club 
was told to shut for two 
weekends and it faces a 
fight to keep its licence 
after the incident caused 
a police application to 
suspend its licence. 

Kensington and 
Chelsea Council Li¬ 
censing Committee has 
suspended the club’s li¬ 
cence until November 
9. It can then reopen but 


has been ordered to stop selling alcohol 
at 2.0 am, rather than 3.0 am, until a full 
hearing on the club licence to be held 
this month. The club must also ban any¬ 
one under 21. 

But as fears grow that paying for 
policing and earlier-closing could put 
the city’s already-struggling small clubs 
under the cosh, the Night Time Indus¬ 
tries Association [NTIA] has defended 
the London club scene and has warned 
that without a thriving nightlife, which 
employs tens of thousands and earns a 
large chunk of the £66 Billion that the 
industry nationally contributes to the 
economy, the capital could suffer “the 
Detroit effect” and become a wasteland 
for going out. 

A NTIA spokesman said extra costs, 
such as an “alco-cop tax”, could make it 
hard for smaller clubs to survive. 

“One of the biggest casualties in the 
night time industry in recent years has 
been the massive decline of smaller 
premises which have been affected by 
market forces. More costs could make it 
difficult for more of these smaller clubs 
to survive,” he said. 

Alan Miller, chairman of the NTIA 
added: “A further loss to London if lim¬ 
its are placed on night time activity 
would be immense.” 

He added: “It is important to 
make the point that currently 
very few venues operate 24 
hours. In fact in London there 
are only three key ones that 
come to mind that regularly 
use their late license. For 
the most part clubs and 
venues close between 
1.0 and 3.0 am. 

“One of the major 
complaints currently 
is that when people 
visit us from abroad 

■ GOOD NIGHT: Boris 
Johnson backs the 
night-time economy. 


there are so few places to go out after a 
certain time. For those working in 
recording studios, trading internation¬ 
ally, working with media partners in 
Asia and Latin America, they have very 
few options at 2.30am. 

“In Paris one can have a baguette and 
glass of wine at 5am. Why not here? Al¬ 
ready therefore, we are losing business 
to Berlin, Barcelona, Amsterdam and 
further afield. 

“The call to ‘stop 24-hour licensing’ 
is more about a headline than reality. 
Somewhat like the survey, which does 
not contextualise the significant de¬ 
crease in serious crime in UK over last 
10 years, nor that 23 per cent of young 
people are teetotal, nor that in a host of 
areas people behave far better than ever 
before.” 

He added: “If bars were forced to shut 
like the older pubs, at 11.0 pm, that cre¬ 
ates a situation where everyone is out on 
street at same time. Tiered closing has 
been proven extensively to be far better 
for all, and when the Night Tube arrives 
will help with dispersal too. If night¬ 
clubs have to close at 1.0 am or final 
curfew at 3.0 am, it’s a bit like saying we 
can't make cars with air conditioning or 
have international cheap holidays - com¬ 
pletely ridiculous in comparison with 
other global cities. 

“We shall lose some of the best and 
brightest that want to live in exciting in¬ 
novative cities and we shall lose consid¬ 
erable revenue, funding, and business 
rates.” 

London Mayor Boris Johnson is a 
champion of the capital’s night industry 
and recently intervened to bolster 
nightlife, with the launch of his Grass¬ 
roots Music Venues Rescue Plan. 

Mr Miller said the Mayor’s interven¬ 
tion was, “a very significant moment. It 
underlines the importance, economically 
and culturally, of the night time. It 
makes it clear that the GLA and the 
Mayor’s Office think it’s important.” 



Angels help get 
firms airborne 

SEVEN new businesses are up and 
running in London thanks to help 
from Kensington-based Wild Blue, a 
network of business angels which is 
itself a start-up company. 

The growing new businesses 
include Plentific, which provides 
online support for property 
transactions; HomeTouch, an 
e-market place for hiring carers 
started by a doctor trained at the 
Chelsea and Westminster Hospital; 
Loyalzoo, an app for keeping your 
various loyalty points in one place 
and Simplycook, which provides its 
customers with restaurant-quality 
recipes and ingredients. 

The others are Seenit, a 
crowdsourced video content 
website; Great British Chefs, an 
already popular website offering 
recipe inspiration, expert cooking 
guides and the latest chef and 
restaurant news and Lexoo, an online 
marketplace for legal advice. 

Based in Kensington and Chelsea, 
Wild Blue is a growing cohort of local 
business angels looking to invest in 
entrepreneurs close to home. Now 
with 36 members, who have so far 
invested £400,000, the venture is not 
only helping bring Kensington and 
Chelsea companies to life, it will itself 
soon have a physical presence in the 
borough. 

Partnering with property company 
The Collective, and with support 
from the borough council, Wild Blue 
is co-developing a shared working 
space at 205, Holland Park Avenue. 
The new space will be a home for 
local investors, entrepreneurs and 
businesses who want to operate in 
Kensington and Chelsea. 

"I am very pleased that the 
support we have been able to give to 
Wild Blue is enabling these exciting 
developments,"said councillor 
Gerard Hargreaves, the Royal 
Borough's cabinet member for the 
Voluntary Sector. "I'd urge anyone in 
the borough who is interested in 
getting involved with the business 
angels network, to get in touch with 
Wild Blue." 

Wild Blue was founded by David 
Barrie, an entrepreneur born and 
brought up in Kensington and 
Chelsea. He runs the enterprise with 
Deepali Nangia, a specialist business 
adviser and mentor, who lives in 
South Kensington. The venture is 
supported by the council's 
Innovative Projects Fund. 

New approach to 
beat Alzheimer’s 

A LANDMARK study testing whether 
two special drugs can prevent the 
onset of symptoms in patients at 
high risk of developing Alzheimer's is 
under way at University College 
London Hospitals NHS Foundation 
Trust. 

The Dominantly Inherited 
Alzheimer NetworkTrials Unit is an 
international collaboration working 
with 200 people who are at high risk 
of developing early onset Alzheimer's 
disease. These patients have a 50 per 
cent chance of carrying a rare genetic 
mutation which would see them 
develop dementia early in life, 
around their 30s or 40s. 

The UK arm of the study is being 
led by Dr Cath Mummery, consultant 
neurologist at UCLH's National 
Hospital for Neurology and 
Neurosurgery and head of clinical 
trials at Queen Square's Dementia 
Research Centre. 

"These patients know that they 
may get Alzheimer's disease because 
they may have a mutation that 
causes it, but they don't have 
symptoms,"said Dr Mummery."So 
we're trying to prevent the onset of 
the disease, which is very different 
from studies so far that have trialled 
treatments in those already suffering 
from dementia." 
















Thursday, November 5th 2015 


editorial @ londonweeklynews .co .uk 


London Weekly News 7 


LONDON WIDE 



Maradona signs for team united in 
helping youth attain positive goals 



■ SPOT ON: Icon 
Maradona backs 
the Football For 
Unity initiative 
above, watched by 
the project's 
founders. Dr 
Shamender Talwar, 
right, and Anna 
Prior. Bottom: the 
Argentinian star 
conducts an 
interview with a 
television news 
channel after her 
signed up to 
support FFU. 
Pictures: Jack Dixon 



FOOTBALL FOR 

UNITY 



BY THE EDITOR, PHILIP EVANS 

philip@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

FOOTBALL legend Diego 
Maradona has signed for Kens¬ 
ington-based Football For 
Unity by officially agreeing to 
be president of the charity in 
Latin America. 

Football For Unity, recently 
launched at a high-profile event at 
the House of Commons, is part of 
the Unity of Faiths organisation, set 
up by Kensington social psycholo¬ 
gist Dr Shamender Talwar and for¬ 
mer Mayfair antiques dealer Anna 
Prior, which has won worldwide ac¬ 
claim for its initiatives in eliminat¬ 
ing radicalism. 

The relationship between 
Maradona and Football For Unity 
(FFU) blossomed after he sent a 
video link message of support dur¬ 
ing the House of Commons event 
expressing his excitement at the 
prospect of working with children 
via FFU. On Monday last week, 
founders and trustees of FFU with 
their legal team, Mr Sarosh Zaiwalla 
and Mr Lawrence Jacobson of Zai¬ 
walla & Co. LLP, gathered to wel¬ 
come Maradona and his legal team 
led by Mr Matias Morla at London’s 
Intercontinental hotel during a press 
conference. 

Maradona commented: “I am 
very pleased to be part of this beau¬ 
tiful project with Football for Unity, 
helping the children and creating 
opportunities for their future.” 

The World Cup winning foot¬ 
baller has served as a manager and 
coach at a number of clubs as well 
as the national team of Argentina. 
Many experts, football critics, for¬ 
mer players, current players and 
football fans regard him as the 
greatest player of all time. 

Marcus Faraji, trustee and co- 
founder of FFU and Mariano 
Menendez, President of Forbes 
LATAM, said: “Football For Unity 
are extremely excited and pleased to 
have Maradona on board as he is a 
truly world class representative of 
football.” 

The FFU projects will be set up 
worldwide, scaling up from success¬ 
ful existing initiatives in the UK and 
Spain, to provide structured games, 
training, facilities and health aware¬ 
ness education. This will be tar¬ 
geted to groups of young people 
from diverse local communities 
who will benefit from improved in¬ 
tegration through sport. Alongside 
this, sessions on nutrition, behav¬ 
iour, conflict resolution and equality 
will engage youngsters and teach 
them to lead better lifestyles. 

FFU has attracted wide support 
from the grassroots football commu¬ 
nity across London and been praised 
by world leaders, including Presi¬ 
dent Obama and the Pope. 

Dr Shamender Talwar and Anna 
Prior, co-founders of FFU, said: 
“We are so proud to say that the 
world’s greatest-ever footballer has 
signed for us, a British charity help¬ 
ing and supporting many youths 
around Britain and worldwide 
through the beautiful game of foot¬ 
ball.” 



■ VISIONARY: Footballing legend Maradona proudly displays the FFU shirt with Marcus Faraji (chief 
executive of Digital Empire, and co-founder/trustee of Football for Unity) Pictures: Jack Dixon 
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Crossrail comes to the crunch 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


THE Crossrail row between 
Chelsea residents and their 
local councillors has got 
even crosser - with national 
treasure Felicity Kendal and 
fellow anti-rail residents ac¬ 
cusing Kensington and 
Chelsea Royal Borough 
Council of backing “a van¬ 
ity project” and councillors 
saying the residents are 
making up “scare stories”. 

The bitter feud between the 
electors and the elected contin¬ 
ued this week as Transport for 
London reacted to the furious 
opposition from King’s Road 
campaigners with a surprise 
change of plan. 

Instead of wanting to build a 
Crossrail 2 station on the fire Ra¬ 
tion site, TfL now says the new 
“best site” is further east on 
King’s Road, on the corner of 
Sydney Street. But the No 
Crossrail In Chelsea campaign¬ 
ers - who number more than 
4,000 - are opposing the new 
switch too, saying that “nobody 
wants it” and claiming that it 
makes the highly-controversial 
scheme “even worse” for resi¬ 
dents and business owners. 


“If a Crossrail station is built 
in Chelsea it will destroy the 
place that we all love. Dove- 
house Green or Sydney Street 
makes absolutely no difference,” 
said Felicity Kendal, who is pa¬ 
tron of the No Crossrail In 
Chelsea lobby. 

“In fact, moving it closer to 
Sloane Square and into the heart 
of the Chelsea village makes the 
prospect even worse than before. 
Our campaign has demonstrated 
that there is huge local opposi¬ 
tion to Crossrail in Chelsea. 
More than 4,000 residents, small 
business owners, visitors, shop¬ 
pers and celebrities have joined 
us. 

“Why waste more than £1 bil¬ 
lion when we are already in 
close proximity to both Sloane 
Square and South Kensington 
stations, and especially when the 
money could be better spent 
elsewhere, where it is really 
needed?” 

Kensington and Chelsea 
councillors are set to face their 
angry opponents tonight [Tues¬ 
day November 3rd] at a public 
meeting at Chelsea Old Town 
Hall to discuss the plans for 
Crossrail Chelsea with Conser¬ 
vative councillors who are back¬ 
ing the proposal and TfL’s chief 
Michele Dix. 

Peace is not expected to break 



out in the light of volleys from 
both sides in recent weeks - with 
campaigners accusing the coun¬ 
cil of ignoring local feeling and 
having secret plans for a “1,000 
homes bonanza” development in 
the area of King’s Road and the 
council saying they have no 
plans for 1,000 homes and ac¬ 
cusing the campaigners of 
spreading “wild claims”. 

Chris Lenon, chair of the cam¬ 
paign, said the councillors were 
not listening the residents who 
elected them. 

“We are incredibly disap¬ 
pointed that RBKC continue to 
blindly support this scheme. It is 
supposed to be the borough’s 
council, not the council’s bor¬ 
ough,” he said. 

“TfL and the council must lis¬ 
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■ OPPONENTS: Felicity Kendal with campaigners fighting 
Crossrail proposals. 


ten to local people, cancel these 
plans and scrap their £1.2 bil¬ 
lion vanity project. 

“Following a Freedom of In¬ 
formation request, TfL re¬ 
vealed to us that the Crossrail 
Chelsea plan ‘would unlock 
one thousand new homes in the 
vicinity’. We will be asking the 
council at the meeting where 
are these thousand new homes 
going to be built? 

“If the plans are for them to 
go up, like a Shard, then people 
will get very annoyed. Or do 
they have plans to redevelop 
existing social housing? Like 
the Sutton Estate? 

“We believe that these thou¬ 
sand homes won’t be for social 
housing, we think they will be 
high-end, buy-to-leave for for¬ 
eign investors.” 

But the council has hit back, 
saying “we have no plans for a 
‘ 1,000 home bonanza’”. 

It added: “Crossrail 2 is a na¬ 
tionally important infrastruc¬ 
ture project and TfL has quite 
rightly modelled its potential 
economic impact. It is likely 
this modelling that has pro¬ 
duced the figure. In case the No 
campaigners haven’t heard, 
many Londoners are severely 
affected by a chronic housing 
shortage and the council is try¬ 
ing to lead the way in bringing 
forward plans for new homes. 
So if there are opportunities for 
high quality new homes in 
Chelsea, we welcome that.” 

The council’s transport 
chief, Councillor Tim Co¬ 
leridge, has also revealed that 
the council would not have al¬ 
lowed the large Crossrail sta¬ 
tion that campaigners feared 
was destined for the previ¬ 
ously-favoured fire station site. 


“We’ve heard some pretty 
wild claims about the sort of 
station Chelsea is likely to get,” 
said Councillor Coleridge, the 
borough’s Cabinet Member for 
Transport. 

“We have heard it described 
as being as large as Westfield 
and as being so ‘gigantic’ that 
it ‘will destroy the area for¬ 
ever.’ But TfL has never 
wanted such a station and as 
the planning authority we 
would never have allowed it. 
The truth is that TfL also wants 
to preserve the character of 



King’s Road. So I am again 
urging residents not to listen to 
scare stories but to take part in 
TfL’s consultation and find out 
the facts for themselves. The 
council believes that in princi¬ 
ple Crossrail 2 for Chelsea of¬ 
fers some tremendous benefits. 
Our focus therefore is on mak¬ 
ing sure that we can get the 
right station and the right plan 
for minimising the impact of 
construction. We believe that 
TfL’s announcement shows we 
are making progress.” 

The council said TfL now 
wants to build “a small site” on 
the King’s Road corner of Syd¬ 
ney Street, between Dovehouse 
Green and the old Heal’s build¬ 
ing. 

“This has been chosen as the 


best location for a Crossrail 2 
station,” said a council 
spokesman. 

“Above ground, TfL’s inten¬ 
tion is for the station to be 
modest in scale and integrated 
into existing buildings, thereby 
preserving the character of 
King’s Road. The entrance 
would be on Sydney Street al¬ 
though TfL say there is also the 
potential for a second access 
point facing onto Dovehouse 
Green. The switch to Sydney 
Street, from the previous pre¬ 
ferred site at Chelsea Fire Sta¬ 
tion, follows earlier 
consultations with local resi¬ 
dents and businesses. TfL says 
it has listened to concerns and 
today’s new station proposals 
mean that Chelsea Fire Station 
will not be affected. It also 
makes plain that it has no plans 
to build on or dig up Dove¬ 
house Green.” 

But Mr Lenon said: “This 
last minute change of plan from 
Transport for London suggests 
they are in complete disarray. 
Why alter course now? Why 
come up with another proposal 
that still nobody wants and no¬ 
body needs? If they claim that 
the main transport need for 
Crossrail is for people living in 
West Chelsea, why move the 
station further east? 

“Let’s be absolutely clear. 
Our campaign is not opposed to 
Crossrail 2, we just don’t want 
or need a station in Chelsea. 
The plans have no transport 
case and no business case. We 
have been absolutely clear 
from the beginning. We are de¬ 
termined to save our village 
and will oppose any station in 
Chelsea. 

“The plans for a mega rail¬ 
way station on Sydney Street 
will still result in years worth 
of disruption, will still put up 
business rates forcing out inde¬ 
pendent businesses and will 
still put hundreds of listed 
buildings at risk. 

“This Crossrail 2 station in 
Chelsea will still be the only 
station on the route not linked 
up to another line. It makes ab¬ 
solutely no sense.” 

But the council argues 
Crossrail Chelsea makes a 
great deal of sense, saying: “A 
Crossrail 2 station at King’s 
Road would: improve resi¬ 
dents’ journeys with up to 30 
Crossrail 2 trains per hour to 
destinations including Hert¬ 
fordshire and Surrey, provide 
direct links from King’s Road 
to 50 rail and Underground sta¬ 
tions, reduce the time taken to 
travel, for example, between 
King’s Road and Canary Wharf 
by approximately 20 minutes, 
and would bring around 5,000 
more residents of Chelsea 
within a ten-minute walk of an 
Underground or rail station. 

“It would also provide local 
people with access to more jobs 
within a 45-minute journey, 
support local businesses and 
economic growth by enabling 
more people to get to King’s 
Road Chelsea within a 45- 
minute journey and help reduce 
demand at nearby District line 
stations.” 
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UNDER THE WESTWAY 

Giving children confidence to succeed 


Angela McConville, Chief 
Executive of Westway 
Trust, looks at the 
tremendous 
achievements of 
Supplementary Schools, 
which enable many more 
children in the local 
borough to thrive... 

L AST week more 
than 270 people 
gathered at Kens¬ 
ington Aldridge Academy 
to celebrate the Annual 
Supplementary Schools 
Awards, which this year 
marked the 20th anniver¬ 
sary of the local partner¬ 
ship. 

For the past two decades, 
Westway Trust has been privi¬ 
leged to co-ordinate the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea’s Supplementary 
Schools partnership. It is one of 
the ways in which Westway 
Trust, as custodian of the 23 
acres under the flyover, bene¬ 
fits the community. 

Supplementary Schools exist 
to help young people to in¬ 
crease their understanding, im¬ 
prove their grades and most 
importantly to build their con¬ 
fidence in learning. They offer 
community language teaching 
and provide formal revision or 
booster lessons in English, 
Maths and Science, as well as 
a range of other subjects not al¬ 
ways taught in mainstream 
school and are, for the most 
part, run by volunteers. 

Supplementary School les¬ 
sons take place after ‘normal’ 


school hours and at the week¬ 
end. 

Through Westway Learning, 
we support 14 Supplementary 
Schools, which offer extra tu¬ 
ition for pupils aged between 5- 
19 years. 

In the last 20 years, more 
than 5,000 young people have 
been encouraged and inspired. 

Up to 750 young people a 
week now benefit from these 
schools, with more than 60,000 
learning hours a year. 

Westway Trust is responsi¬ 
ble for the quality assurance of 
the education, ensuring that 
good practice is shared, and or¬ 
ganising a rich programme of 
training for the schools to sup¬ 
port their governance, sustain¬ 
ability and growth. 

While we at Westway Trust 
take pride in our role as co-or¬ 
dinators, the real heroes are the 
parents who sacrifice much to 
ensure their children are given 
the best opportunities, the vol¬ 
unteers who give their time 
freely to encourage and impart 
knowledge, and, of course, the 
children themselves, who give 
up their free time. 

I was sorry not to be able to 
attend this year’s event, given I 
really enjoyed meeting those 
involved last year, but the 
Westway Trust team, who or¬ 
ganised the event, have fed 
back on its success. 

Awards were presented to 
well over a hundred young 
people from a range of commu¬ 
nities, from Georgian to Alban¬ 
ian, and from Eritrean to 
Moroccan. 

Abdullaha Ali, Co-ordinator 
of the Baraka Community Proj¬ 


ect, shared an insight into the 
tremendous work carried out 
by Supplementary Schools. 

He spoke of the fascinating 
history of Supplementary 
Schools. Early immigrant com¬ 
munities felt that they needed 
to “supplement” the education 
that their children received in 
order to enhance their chil¬ 
dren’s achievement in main¬ 
stream schools. 

The Afro-Caribbean com¬ 
munity, concentrated on pro¬ 
viding literacy, numeracy and 
Black History classes to their 
children in community centres 
on Saturdays. 

Prior to the introduction of 
Supplementary Schools, local 
mainstream schools, teachers 
and leaders did not fully under¬ 
stand the importance and need 
for additional support. But 
community centres and 
churches were different. The 
Venture Community Centre, 
for example, where Somali Sat¬ 
urday started and still runs, and 
churches such as Notting Hill 
Methodist Church, St Francis 
of Assisi and St Michael’s in 
Colville Square, went out of 
their way to host and support 
Supplementary Schools. 

In the early 1990s, Westway 
Trust, began to support newly- 
arrived migrants from war-tom 
areas such as Somalia, Eritrea 
and Sudan through the estab¬ 
lishment of the Refugee and 
Migrants Forum, and the ap¬ 
pointment of a Supplementary 
Schools Co-ordinator. Since 
then the project has gone from 
strength to strength. There is 
now core funding from RBKC, 
the John Lyon’s Charity and 
Westway Tmst, with additional 
funding from the Grove Tmst. 

More recently we have 
begun to recognise, as young 
people move through Supple¬ 
mentary Schools into jobs, ap¬ 
prenticeships and universities, 
they need the development of 
the soft skills that employers 
and universities look for, good 
team working, confidence to 
speak in public and problem 
solving skills. Through projects 
with our partners at the Science 
Museum, the Natural History 
Museum and more recently the 
V&A we have been able to pro¬ 
vide this support. 

There are many community 
benefits from Supplementary 
Schools. 

Many of the students have 
managed to successfully access 
mainstream education and 
gone on to achieve academic 
qualifications in higher educa¬ 
tion. 

Research has proved that 
knowledge of more than one 
language improves educational 
achievement. Supplementary 
Schools support for mother- 
tongue home languages sup¬ 
ports this, as well as instilling a 
sense of worth and heritage. 

Supplementary Schools also 
provide wider educational and 
enrichment opportunities and 
many have taken on important 


advocacy roles for their commu¬ 
nities facing challenges. 

As Arber Pllana, a former 
pupil and now a volunteer at the 
Albanian School ‘Kosova’ ex¬ 
plained, instilling a sense of self- 
worth and achievement is one of 
the most important outcomes. 

Arber, who has carved out a 
very successful career in adver¬ 


tising, said his time at Kosova 
had “given me the confidence to 
wear a suit. It taught us integra¬ 
tion through confidence, we 
were not only able to discover 
who we were but also learn to 
say "This is who I am" and be 
able to share that so that we can 
become a single community." 

We are proud to be part of 


such a truly diverse community 
and of our role in enabling every¬ 
one whatever their background 
or circumstances to make the 
most of the opportunities avail¬ 
able to them. I look forward to 
Westway Trust enabling many 
more people to realise their po¬ 
tential through this and other 
partnerships into the future. 



■ CONFIDENCE BOOST: Arber Pllana said that attending a 
supplementary school had given him a sense of 
self-worth and achievement. 


Have your say 

on the proposal for the 
new Silvertown Tunnel 


We’re giving you an opportunity to have your say on 
the proposal for a new tunnel at Silvertown, before a 
planning application is submitted in Spring 2016. 

The new tunnel will: 

• Reduce queuing at the Blackwall Tunnel by providing a 
nearby alternative river crossing 

• Offer new cross-river bus link opportunities 

• Support the creation of new jobs and homes 

Our scheme includes a proposal to introduce a charge to 
use the Blackwall and Silvertown Tunnels. This would help 
manage traffic-flow and fund the new tunnel. 

To find out more please visit tfl.gov.uk/silvertown-tunnel 

The consultation ends 29 November 2015 



MAYOR OF LONDON 




TRANSPORT 
FOR LONDON 

EVERY JOURNEY MATTERS 
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■ SPORTING CHANCE: Budding young sports stars from across the borough went head to head in Hammersmith and Fulham's first ever games festival last 
month. More than 250 primary school pupils took to the field at the Barn Elms sports centre in Hammersmith, as part of a project to encourage youngsters to 
get stuck into sport. Beach volleyball, 'kwik' cricket and six-a-side football were among the games on offer at the event, which was organised by community 
sports leaders from the London Oratory School in Fulham. Pupils from the Larmenier Sacred Heart and St John XXIII primary schools were crowned joint 
winners after the day's activities. Stephen Hughes, PE teacher at the London Oratory, said it had been "truly spectacular" and "wonderful to watch". 
Organisers from the school were supported in the running of the event by representatives from the London Sports Trust and the Fulham Football Club 
Foundation. Pictured above is the London Oratory School team. 

Poverty worse in London than 
rest of UK, says latest research 


BY LWN REPORTER 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


MORE than a quarter of London¬ 
ers are living in poverty when 
their housing costs are taken into 
account, new research claims. 

The annual assessment, conducted 
by London’s Poverty Profile, found 
that 27 per cent of Londoners are in 
poverty, compared to 20 per cent for 
the UK as a whole. 

The report by New Policy Institute, 
funded by independent charity Trust for 
London, looks at the role of income, in¬ 
equality, housing, work, and education 
in the capital. It shows how things have 
changed within London over time, and 
compares this with the rest of the coun¬ 
try. 

The data suggests that the majority 
of people living in poverty in London 
are in a working family. As employ¬ 
ment has increased so too has the num¬ 
ber of people in a working family in 
poverty, with the study outlining a 70 
per cent increase in the last decade 

The figure has risen from 700,000 to 
1.2 million since 2005. 

This is the fifth London’s Poverty 
Profile and it claims that there are 
860,000 more people in poverty in pri¬ 
vate rented housing rather than social 
or owner-occupied homes. 

According to the study, almost 


700,000 jobs in London (18 per cent) 
pay below the London Living Wage, 
having increased for five consecutive 
years, particularly among men working 
full-time. 

However, the number of unem¬ 
ployed adults is at its lowest level since 
2008, at just over 300,000. 

The unemployment ratio in Inner 
London has reportedly halved over the 
past 20 years reaching 5.6 per cent, 
slightly higher than the rest of England 
at 4.8 per cent. 

Brent was found to be one of the 
highest boroughs in London for resi¬ 
dents claiming tax credits, with 31 per 
cent of children living in families re¬ 
ceiving tax credits and nearly one in 
three residents being paid below the 
London living wage. 

The unemployment rate in Ealing is 
significantly higher than the London 
average at 8.2 per cent compared to 6.4 
per cent. 

Hammersmith and Fulham is one of 
the top performing boroughs taking 
into account all indicators, with 72 per 
cent of non-free school meal pupils 
achieving 5 A* to C GSCE grades. 

Harrow had a higher rate of low paid 
jobs than any other London borough, 
with 37 per cent of jobs earning below 
the London Living Wage but was found 
to have the highest level of religious di¬ 
versity. 

Renting in Hillingdon is in line with 


the average for outer London, with av¬ 
erage rent accounting for 57 per cent of 
lower quartile monthly earnings, lower 
than the neighbouring boroughs of 
Harrow, Ealing and Hounslow. 

Renting in Hounslow is more unaf¬ 
fordable than the average outer London 
borough, with average rent accounting 
for 62 per cent of lower quartile 
monthly gross earnings. 

The borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea unsurprisingly saw one of the 
lowest unemployment rates in the cap¬ 
ital at 4.7 per cent with renting being 
found to be the most unaffordable in 
the capital. 

Westminster was found to be the 
second most expensive borough to rent 
in, with on average a two-bedroom 
property costing £2,253 a month. 

The report by New Policy Institute, 
funded by independent charity Trust for 
London, looks at the role of income, in¬ 
equality, housing, work, and education 
in the capital. It shows how things have 
changed within London over time, and 
compares this with the rest of the coun¬ 
try. 

Report author, Hannah Aldridge 
from New Policy Institute, said: “When 
people talk about 'generation rent' they 
normally think of young working 
adults unable to save a deposit. But the 
260,000 children growing up in private 
rented poverty are at the sharp end of 
London’s housing crisis - living in ex¬ 


pensive, often low quality homes, with¬ 
out long-term security. 

“So-called affordable starter homes 
at £450,000 won’t solve this problem - 
London needs investment in more 
housing suitable for a range of families 
and incomes, and it needs greater pow¬ 
ers to ensure private accommodation is 
of a good standard.” 

Mubin Haq, Director of Policy and 
Grants at Trust for London, said: “A 
record number of Londoners are in 
work, yet this has had little impact on 
the numbers living in poverty in the 
capital. Over two million are on a low 
income in London, with an increasing 
number in working families. On too 
many occasions work doesn’t pay 
enough, leaving people living in pre¬ 
carious situations. 

“Whilst the national living wage is 
welcome, it falls well short of what is 
needed to live on and the proposed 
2020 rate is already below the London 
Living Wage of £9.15 per hour. Action 
is also needed on costs, particularly in 
relation to housing. The numbers of af¬ 
fordable homes being built is a fraction 
of what is needed. There is no shortage 
of solutions to these problems. We can 
tackle them if there is the political will 
and drive to ensure London is a city for 
all and not just the wealthiest. With the 
Mayoral Election next year, there is a 
great opportunity to make London 
fairer.” 


Man held over 
sex assaults 

A MAN has been arrested in 
connection with eight sexual 
assaults within three weeks in 
south London. 

The 34-year-old man from 
Lambeth was arrested last 
Thursday and taken into custody at 
a south London police station. 

Police had appealed for 
information over a series of attacks, 
including one on a 26-year-old 
woman who was sexually 
assaulted on her doorstep. 

Officers first arrested another 
man on Monday, but launched an 
appeal after the assaults 
continued. The attacks in Clapham 
and Brixton Hill areas started at 
11.30pm on October 9 and were 
followed by a second two hours 
later. A third assault occurred on 
October 22, prompting police to 
arrest a man on October 26, but 
while he was in custody three 
more incidents took place that 
evening. 

On Thursday, officers appealed 
for witnesses, which led to the 
recent arrest. During the first 
incident, a 23-year-old woman was 
grabbed and sexually assaulted on 
Clitheroe Road, Clapham. She 
managed to raise the alarm and 
the suspect ran off. 

Two hours later, a 30-year-old 
woman was grabbed in Deauville 
Court when a man approached her 
and tried to talk to her. She asked 
him to leave her alone but he 
assaulted her before walking away. 

On October 22, a man put his 
hand up the dress of a 32-year-old 
woman walking along Trent Road. 

Four days later a further three 
incidents occurred, police said. 

About an hour before the 
woman was assaulted on her 
doorstep, a 35-year-old was 
grabbed from behind on Arodene 
Road as she walked home. An hour 
later a man exposed himself to a 
28-year-old woman on Sandmere 
Road as she entered her house. 

Two more incidents were 
reported to police last Wednesday, 
when at 7.20pm a 28-year-old 
woman was grabbed on Southwell 
Road. Hours later a 31 -year-old 
woman was pushed into a nearby 
block of flats along Sudbourne 
Road and sexually assaulted before 
the suspect ran away. 

Superintendent Rob Applegarth 
told the BBC: "We are aware of 
eight assaults which we are linking 
at this early stage. We have 
increased police patrols in 
Clapham and Brixton Hill and urge 
women to think of their personal 
safety." 

The man arrested on 26 October 
has been bailed until a date in 
November. 

Hamlet hits out 

ACTOR Benedict Cumberbatch has 
shown his growing frustration over 
the migration crisis during a speech 
after his Hamlet performance in 
London - reportedly saying "fxxx the 
politicians". 

The Sherlock star has been giving 
nightly speeches after his curtain call 
at the Barbican and asking for 
donations to help Syrian refugees. So 
far, audience contributions have 
raised more than £150,000 for Save 
the Children. 

Cumberbatch has been 
particularly critical of the British 
government's decision to accept only 
20,000 refugees over five years. 

Several members of the audience 
on Tuesday said they supported 
Cumberbatch's frustration with 
politicians, which led him to use the 
swear word. 
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Halloween 
hooligans 
fight police 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

ILLEGAL ravers brought 
Halloween shame to Lon¬ 
don when hundreds of 
hooligans throwing bot¬ 
tles, chairs and a petrol 
bomb fought riot police on 
Saturday. 

Officers were attacked after 
frightened residents called 
them to close the Lambeth 
rave, which turned ugly and 
was described by a BBC re¬ 
porter as “collective madness 
and collective badness” - and 
more threatening than being in 
Syria. 

Four officers were treated 
for injuries at the scene and a 
number of ravers were ar¬ 
rested. A Met spokesman said: 
“As well as attacking police the 
group also caused criminal 
damage to private vehicles and 
property in the area.” 

BBC reporter John Sweeney 
was woken in the early hours 
of the morning by the sound of 
the crowds outside his home. 

He said: “Many of the peo¬ 
ple were wearing Halloween 
and Day of the Dead costumes. 
It was mad. I’ve just been 
going around with Syrian 
refugees and I never felt under 
threat.” 

He said most of those in¬ 
volved appeared to be in their 
late teens or early 20s and did 
not seem to be local. 

“It was about 3am and the 
police were outnumbered,” 
said Mr Sweeney. 

“There was a kind of rain of 
bricks, poles and spiky bits of 
wood being thrown at them. 
The police were going forward 
and being beaten back. There 
was a fire in the street, being 
fuelled by wood from my 
neighbour’s fence. 


“These people, for no rea¬ 
son, were deliberately seeking 
to hurt people who happened to 
be wearing a uniform, defend¬ 
ing other people’s property. 
This was collective madness 
and collective badness.” 

Crowds first gathered on 
Black Prince Road at Albert 
Embankment, across the river 
from Westminster, before dis¬ 
persing down Lambeth Road 
onto Lambeth High Street and 
nearby Whitgift Street. They 
charged at police, set fire to 
bins and chanted “scum” and 
“pigs”. 

Southwark Police tweeted a 
picture of broken chairs and 
other debris, writing: “Tired 
and bruised having had all of 
this, and more, thrown at us. 
Yes, that includes the propane 
tanks.” 

The event - called Scu- 
moween: A Nightmare On 
Scum Street - had been adver¬ 
tised on Facebook to take place 
in Whitgift Street, starting on 
Saturday night and intended to 
last until six on Monday morn¬ 
ing. Of 13,000 invited guests 
on the social networking site, 
about 4,000 said they planned 
to attend. 

On Wednesday, organisers 
had advised: “Stay peaceful, 
stay calm. Patience and num¬ 
bers is in our favour. Do not 
antagonise the police. At the 
end of the day we want to leave 
them remembering our good 
attitudes, we just came to 
dance.” 

Some of the revellers ap¬ 
peared to have walked down 
Vauxhall railway tracks to gain 
access, the Evening Standard 
reported. 

Heavy propane tanks were 
also used as missiles, accord¬ 
ing to Southwark Metropolitan 
Police. The number of arrests 
has not yet been confirmed. 


^ ■ -I . 


■ RIOT: Some of the 
scenes in Lambeth on 
Saturday night and 
Sunday morning 
after lawless 
Halloween louts 
attending a rave 
mounted concerted 
attacks on police 
officers who were 
trying to keep law 
and order. Four 
policemen were 
treated for injuries at 
the scene and a 
number of ravers 
were arrested. 




Harry welcomes wounded heroes to London 


LONDON laid on a heroes’ 
welcome for six courageous 
wounded Afghanistan veterans 
after they completed a 1,000- 
mile UK trek for charity. 

They had been walking for 
72 days since starting the jour¬ 
ney in Moray in August. 

They had twice been joined 
by Prince Harry for different 
sections of the route, and by 
other wounded personnel. 

The challenge was aimed at 
raising money for the Walking 
With the Wounded charity, 
which supports injured mem¬ 
bers of the armed forces trying 
to regain their independence 
through employment. 

During the ambitious Walk 


of Britain, which was reported 
in the London Weekly News 
earlier this year, the veterans 
reach the summit of four peaks 
- Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike, 
Snowdon and Pen Y Fan. 

They walked along The Mall 
towards Buckingham Palace 
for the final leg of the journey 
on Sunday and were joined by 
their partners and children. 

The veterans were greeted 
on the forecourt of the palace 
by Prince Harry, who described 
the walk as “formidable” and 
“epic”. Harry has supported the 
charity since it was formed, 
taking part in a trek to the 
North Pole in 2011 and South 
Pole in 2013. 



■ LONDON CALLING: Wounded Afghanistan war veterans head up the Mall on Sunday. 




Princess to be 
at hospitals’ 
carol concert 

PRINCESS Alexandra will be 
guest of honour at Royal 
Brompton and Harefield 
Hospitals Charity's Christmas 
carol concert, held at the 
prestigious St Luke's Church, 
Chelsea on Wednesday, 
December 9. 

The evening will include 
traditional carols, songs from 
Imperial College Choir and a 
reading by former newsreader 
Martyn Lewis. Also performing 
on the night will be Royal 
Brompton Hospital's very own 
'Singing for Breathing'group, 
made up of patients from the 
hospital with respiratory 
problems - many of whom 
have found singing to be a 
great aid to their recovery. The 
event will conclude with mince 
pies and mulled wine in the 
hospital. 

Organisers say that the 
evening promises to be a 
heartwarming, festive occasion 
in the run-up to Christmas, with 
money from ticket sales 
helping Royal Brompton 
Hospital buy vital new 
equipment for diagnosing and 
treating children with heart 
conditions. 

The concert takes place from 
6.30pm at St Luke's Church, 
Sydney Street, Chelsea. Tickets 
cost £20 for adults, £10 for 
children and under 5s are free. 

To buy tickets, visit the 
rbhcharity.org/carol-concert or 
call 020 7351 8866. 

Capital call 
for diesel ban 

CALLS have been made for 
London to ban diesel vehicles 
from the capital following the 
Volkswagen emissions scandal. 

The Liberal Democrats on 
the London Assembly said 
diesels should be banned or 
face stringent tests to stop the 
city's air becoming more 
polluted. 

But a spokesman for the 
mayor said it would have a 
"serious economic impact". 

In September, VW admitted 
installing software to cheat 
emissions tests in 11 million of 
its diesel cars worldwide. 

Previously the London 
Assembly environment 
committee said diesel vehicles 
accounted for 40 per cent of 
the capital's air pollution with 
Public Health England 
suggesting 3,000 people die 
annually as a result of it. 

Falling sofa 
strikes man 

A MAN was seriously injured 
when he was struck by a sofa 
which fell from a high-rise 
building. 

The man, in his 20s, is 
thought to have been hit after 
the sofa fell from a building 
which houses the W Hotel in 
Wardour Street on Friday. His 
condition was initially reported 
as being critical. 

The hotel said it was working 
with the police and the Health 
and Safety Executive to find out 
what happened. 
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Win tickets to enjoy 
exhibition celebrating 
West Africa’s heritage 


YOU can win a pair of tickets to 
West Africa: Word, Symbol, Song at 
the British Library by taking part 
in this London Weekly News com¬ 
petition. 

West Africa: Word, Symbol, 
Song is an exhibition of literature 
and music - from the great African 
empires of the Middle Ages to the 
cultural dynamism of West Africa 
today. Fascinating stories from the 
region’s 17 nations show how West 
Africans have harnessed the power 
of words to build societies, drive 
political movements, sustain reli¬ 
gious belief and fight injustice. 

Beautiful manuscripts, historic 
film and sound recordings, books, 



■ PIONEER: Woyle Soyinka. 


photographs, and woven and 
printed textiles offer a unique in¬ 
sight into a profound and engaging 
literary culture with centuries-old 
written heritage existing alongside 
ancient oral traditions. 

Hear the myth of the founding 
of ancient Mali in recorded per¬ 
formance. See the influence of re¬ 
ligion through colourful fabric and 
a saddlebag Qur’an. 

Celebrate writers and artists in¬ 
cluding Africa’s first Nobel prize 
winner, Wole Soyinka, and interna¬ 
tionally acclaimed musician and 
human rights activist Fela Kuti. 

■ The exhibition is open until Feb¬ 
ruary 16, 2016. 

■ For more information and to 
book tickets visit the website 
www.bl.uk 

■ For your chance to win a pair of 
tickets simply send an email with 
LIBRARY COMPETITION as the 
subject line, along with your name, 
age and address to 
competitions@londonweek- 
lynews.co.uk 

Terms and conditions 

■ Tickets valid until December 17, 
(excluding peak periods and public 
holidays). 

■ Subject to availability 

■ Non transferable 

■ No cash alternative 

■ Additional expenses are the re¬ 
sponsibility of the prize wi nn er 

■ Not for resale 

■ Closing date: November 14 




Londoners in 
dark over TB 


A NEW survey commissioned by 
the London Assembly health com¬ 
mittee found that one in five Lon¬ 
doners said that they don’t know 
what the symptoms of TB were, 
when presented with a list. 

■ Over half of respondents (56 per 
cent) thought TB was transmitted 
through spitting - untrue, yet 
widely believed. 

■ Astonishingly, 17 per cent of 
survey respondents thought that TB 
can be transmitted through unpro¬ 
tected sex. 

■ More than two in five (43 per 
cent) agreed that they would be 
worried if they had to tell their em¬ 
ployer they had TB. 

Stigmatisation of TB is wide¬ 
spread - for example, only 30 per 
cent of Londoners said that they 
would be happy to spend time with 
someone who has TB. This means 
many people won’t seek diagnosis 
and treatment, even when they are 
very unwell, which can increase 
the chance of wider transmission, 
unknowingly passing TB onto fam¬ 
ily members and friends. 

Drug resistance can arise when 
people fail to complete the full 
course of antibiotics to kill the in¬ 
fection. It is much more complex 
and expensive to treat, and the 
number of drug-resistant cases of 
TB in London is set to rise. 

The London Assembly health 
committee report Tackling TB in 
London calls for better public in¬ 
formation, more outreach work and 
for the Mayor Boris Johnson to 


take a leading role in TB control. 
The report makes a number of rec¬ 
ommendations, including: 

■ The Mayor should deliver a pro¬ 
gramme to educate the general 
public about how TB is spread and 
its symptoms. 

■ The Mayor should examine the 
feasibility of using Team London 
volunteers as TB health champions 
in the community and expand the 
role of current London TB Ambas¬ 
sadors, like actress Emma Thomp¬ 
son. 

■ The Greater London Authority 
should consider including TB serv¬ 
ices as part of its pan-London 
rough sleeping services. 

Dr Onkar Sahota AM, chair of 
the health committee, said: “It is 
astounding that TB is such a preva¬ 
lent disease in London and that 
misconceptions about the disease 
are so common. We know TB dis¬ 
proportionately affects prisoners, 
homeless people and people with 
substance abuse issues, and high 
quality TB care services are not 
universally available to all London¬ 
ers. The Mayor needs to take more 
accountability for TB control in 
London. He is uniquely placed to 
drive forward measures for TB pre¬ 
vention, as well as better access to 
treatment. If we don’t get a grip on 
London’s TB situation now, the 
harder and more expensive it will 
be to tackle in the years to come. 
With pressures on health budgets, 
we can’t afford to take our eye off 
the ball.” 


House price 
growth slows 

NEW evidence reveals a 
slowdown in London's 
prime housing market, 
with prospective buyers 
falling by nearly a third 
in September as 
currency shocks and 
higher stamp duty 
charges deter foreign 
buyers. 

Prices of prime 
central London 
properties fell 0.3 per 
cent in October — the 
steepest monthly 
decline since the 
summer of 2010 — 
according to fresh data 
from Knight Frank, the 
estate agency, 
published by the 
Financial Times. 

The numbers of 
properties exchanged 
in the prime central 
London market was 
nearly 17 per cent lower 
in the three months to 
the end of September 
than the same period a 
year previously, said the 
agent, which has 
measured a 30.2 per 
cent reduction in 
numbers of new 
prospective buyers in 
September compared 
with the same month 
last year. 

This has caused 
Knight Frank to more 
than halve its forecasts 
for price growth 
estimates for 2016, from 
4.5 per cent to 2 per 
cent.The current 
annual rate of price 
growth stands at one 
per cent, the agent said, 
the lowest level it has 
seen in the capital since 
October 2009. 

London men 
cry for help? 

NEARLY half of London 
men feel like crying 
once a month - more 
than anywhere else in 
the country, a study has 
revealed. 

The nationwide poll, 
conducted by the 
Movember Foundation, 
found 49 percent of 
men in London feel like 
crying at least once a 
month, compared to 
just 36 per cent of those 
in the Midlands. 

The study highlights 
the challenge British 
men feel to be a "real 
Man", with 51 percent 
of respondents 
admitting they feel 
pressured to be 
successful. As well as its 
annual moustache 
growing campaign, 
Movember 2015 is also 
encouraging men to 
look after their mental 
and physical health. 

Sarah Coghlan, 
director for Movember 
UK, said the foundation 
is "challenging 
masculine stereotypes 
in the hope it will 
encourage men to feel 
comfortable talking". 

"Men and boys face 
unbelievable pressure 
to live up to an archaic 
stereotype of what it 
means to be a man," she 
added. 

To sign up and join in 
raising awareness and 
funds for Movember 
2015 visit the website 
www.movem ber. com 
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Exciting New Flexible 
Childcare Facilities 
Now Open! 


TARIQ HALAL 

431 North End Road, 
Fulham Broadway, SW61NY. 

CALL: 020 7381 4252 
www.tariqhalalmeats.com 


WE ONLY SELL THE FINEST MEAT 
i CAN SUPPLY YOUR RESTAURANT 


WE 


READY TO COOK FROZEN RANGE 
HUGE VARIETY OF FRESH & MARINATED MEAT 


Creative Arts Nursery School 

for children 3months - 5years 

The D-B Club 

Breakfast Club, After school Club and School 
Holiday Club (now booking for October half Term 


Darcy Bunnie 
Brook Green 


Darcy Bunnie 
Fulham 


45 Redan Street Stevenage Road 
London W14 OAB London SW6 6PF 


Web: www.darcybunnie.co.uk 
Emai: info@darcybunnie.co.uk 
Tel: 07917 408131 


Specialists in used 

Herman Miller Aerons chairs 

londonaerons.co.uk 

Office Hours - 0207 639 7771 (option 1) 
Weekends or Evenings - 07973 540 289 


We buy Herman Miller Aeron Chairs 
London's best buyer of Aeron chairs 
1-1000+ chairs wanted! 

Any condition Good, Bad or Broken 
We will buy ANY Aeron chair 

(We also buy any other quality office chairs and furniture) 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


NEXT year will be the king-making 
year for Prince Harry. Although he is 
the king we shall never have, experts 
predict that 2016 will see the people’s 
prince firmly established as a global 
force for good. 

Aptly as we mark Remembrance Day, 
Harry’s star will become a supernova be¬ 
cause he is set to put into action the words 
that nations intone at this time, “we will re¬ 
member them”. 

Remembrance Day is not just to honour 
the dead, it is also a time to reflect upon the 
wounded; the many more left injured and 
disabled by war. Historically, those many 


were much forgotten after the world wars of 
the last century. Despite the relentless and in¬ 
spirational work of the Royal British Legion 
and other good charities, after those wars and 
others like Vietnam it was not uncommon to 
see wounded ex-servicemen and women 
struggling to live on; pennilessly selling 
matches on street corners, desperate for any 
work and often falling into despair and dis¬ 
integration as societies largely forgot their 
need, and our debt. 

But next year Harry will be poised to end 
the forgetting when he launches the greatest 
show that the world has ever seen to cham¬ 
pion the hopes, strengths and needs of the 
wounded of wars through The Invictus 
Games USA. 

Harry’s Games were launched in London 
last year to all-round acclaim. Harry con- 
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WHITE HOUSE DATE: Prince Harry with Barack Obama. 
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ROYAL LONDON 


Prince fires starting gun on momentous 12 months 


Harry woos White 
House as the US 
embraces Games 



■ POPULAR STATESMAN: Prince Harry in America last week. 


FROM PAGE 13 

ceived and is President of the in¬ 
ternational Paralympic-style 
multi-sport event, in which 
wounded, injured or sick Armed 
Services personnel and their as¬ 
sociated veterans take part in 
various sports. 

But Britain is a small island 
that no longer dominates world 
opinion and as everyone since 
The Beatles has known, if you 
want to break big, you have to 
break big in America. It’s the 
thinking in the USA that 
changes things and the Games 
are now set to cause a global re¬ 
think of the way we look after 
our wounded. 

In 2014, the Games had the 
BBC behind them to broadcast 
to a domestic audience of up to 
10 million viewers. 

But for 2016 the Games will 
be partnered by the mighty Dis¬ 
ney corporation, the world’s 
biggest name in broadcasting, 
who will massively increase the 
coverage and its effect. 

Through their sports arm 


ESPN, Disney will beam the 
Games from Orlando into 100 
million homes in the USA 
alone, and to 200 other coun¬ 
tries besides, for five nights. 

The Stateside combination of 
Disney and Harry - hailed in the 
US as “the breath of fresh heir” 
by the media that says he is “the 
most popular royal in America 
since his mother” - is expected 
to set a new standard for the 
thought the world gives for its 
wounded warriors. 

“I had always hoped that last 
year’s Games would be more 
than just a one-off,” says Harry. 

“For me, the 2014 Games 
were just the start of the Invictus 
story. I wanted other cities and 
countries to look at the compe¬ 
tition, see what it meant to those 
taking part and for those who 
saw it to take up the challenge 
for the next Games. 

“I have no doubt that the 
USA will set the bar even higher 
than London did.” 

Media analysts believe that 
due to the potential enormity of 
the TV coverage, after Orlando 


the Invictus Games could be¬ 
come established as one of the 
world’s top sporting events, 
joining the Superbowl, 
Olympics and World Cup as a 
must-see for billions, and which 
other leading nations will then 
after keenly compete to stage. 

Further prestige for Harry’s 
Games is expected as President 
Obama and First Lady Michelle 
are tipped to attend, along with 
other world leaders and sporting 
heroes. 

But it will be the indomitable 
spirit of the competitors that is 
most likely to inspire viewers all 
over the planet and bring about 
a huge increase in support and 
sharing of Harry’s admiration 
for the wounded of wars. 

“The 2014 Invictus Games 
was an event that captured 
hearts, challenged minds and 
changed lives,” says Harry. 

“The competitors showed 
grit, determination and humour 
and an absolute refusal to be 
beaten or be defined by their in¬ 
juries. I can’t wait to see the 
American public supporting 


these inspirational men and 
women.” 

“The word invictus means 
unconquered,” reads the promo¬ 
tion for the Games. “It embod¬ 
ies the fighting spirit of 
wounded, ill and injured mili¬ 
tary service personnel who are 
on their journey to recovery. 

“Our mission is to honour the 
men and women who have 
come face to face with the real¬ 
ity of sacrificing for their coun¬ 
try, using the power of 


rehabilitative sports to help 
them. These heroes are the em¬ 
bodiment of everything the In¬ 
victus Games 2016 stand for. 

“They have been tested, yet 
they have proven they cannot be 
defeated, inspiring us all to 
overcome our own obstacles 
and live with an Invictus spirit.” 

Many believe that if Harry 
can spread that spirit around the 
globe then a major battle for its 
heroes will be won. 

To that end the Prince met 


President Obama during a visit 
to the US to promote the Games 
on Thursday. 

Earlier he joined Michelle 
Obama to meet injured service 
personnel in Virginia, and then 
met Games organisers at the 
British ambassador’s residence 
in Washington DC. 

Harry told the American 
media that his deployments to 
Afghanistan “changed the direc¬ 
tion” of his life. 

He said that after returning to 
the UK on a flight with three 
critically injured British sol¬ 
diers, he realised he had “a re¬ 
sponsibility to help all veterans, 
who had made huge personal 
sacrifices for their countries, to 
lead healthy and dignified lives 
after service”. 

He added: “I hope that Invic¬ 
tus 2016 will remind people 
everywhere just how incredible 
our service personnel are, and 
how much of a positive contri¬ 
bution to society they make. 

“I am sure the American pub¬ 
lic will embrace the Invictus 
Games, just as the British public 
did in 2014. 

“One thing we have to talk 
about more is breaking down 
these barriers around so-called 
invisible injuries, like post-trau¬ 
matic stress, just as we have for 
physical injuries like the loss of 
a limb. 

“We have to help [veterans] 
to get the support they need, 
without fear of being judged or 
discriminated against. Not only 
is it OK to talk about it, we have 
to talk about it.” 



575c Battersea Park Road 
London SW11 3BH 

020 7610 1616 

www.jandpplumbing.co.uk 



Men and trees... all fell 


MILLIONS of trees were felled during 
the First World War to provide duck- 
boards for the trenches in the battle¬ 
fields. 

Now the Princess Royal is leading a 
drive for a plant-back, as a lasting and 
personal way to honour all who made 
sacrifices in the war 100 years ago. 

The Princess Royal will hold a fund¬ 
raising dinner at Windsor Castle later 
this month for The Centenary Woods 
Project, of which she is patron. 

Organised by The Woodland Trust, 
the project aims to plant hundreds of 
thousands of trees in four woods in the 
UK, the nearest being Langley Vale 
Wood near Epsom Downs. It was there, 
at Tadworth Camp, where thousands of 
recruits - including the 1st London 
Brigade - trained before being sent to 
the trenches. 

The Trust aims to plant 240,000 trees 
at Langley Vale Wood over the next 
three years. Anyone who would like to 
dedicate a tree as a tribute can find de¬ 
tails a www.woodlandtrust.org.uk 

Festival of Remembrance 



■ SUPPORTING ROLE: Duckboards in the trenches. 


THE Royal British Legion’s 
Festival of Remembrance will 
be broadcast live at 7pm on 
BBC1 from the Royal Albert 
Hall on Saturday, November 7. 

Presented by Huw Edwards, 
the Festival will be performed 
in front of The Queen and the 
Duke of Edinburgh, members 
of the Royal Family, The Prime 
Minister and leaders of the Op¬ 
position, together with senior 
members of the military. 

The festival line-up includes 


Andrea Bocelli, Rod Stewart, 
Gregory Porter and Pixie Lott 
performing with the RAF 
Band, The Queen’s Colour 
Squadron, The Band of HM 
Royal Marines and the Band 
and Pipes of the Brigade of 
Gurkhas. 

It will also mark the follow¬ 
ing anniversaries: Blind Vet¬ 
eran’s UK Centenary, the 200th 
Anniversary of Gurkha Service 
to the Crown, the Battle of 
Britain 75, and VJ Day 70. 



■ PRESENTER: Huw Edwards. 
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Poppy makers on a mission 


ROYAL LONDON 


Bid to get 
disabled 
veterans 
into work 


■ LEGACY OF SACRIFICE: The poem In Flanders Fields was written 100 years ago. 



BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


THE London-based makers of 
the 45 million red poppies that 
will be worn as the nation re¬ 
members on Sunday are running 
their own campaign to remem¬ 
ber the services veterans who 
are so often forgotten. 

In a campaign close to the 
heart of Prince Harry and his 
work for injured ex-servicemen 
and women, The Poppy Factory 
at Richmond is working to a 
goal to bring the unemployment 
rate for disabled veterans down 
to none. 

Ministry of Defence figures 
show that the jobless figure for 
medically-discharged service 
men and women is 16 per cent 
- more than three times the na¬ 
tional unemployment rate for 
civilians [five per cent] and 
nearing double the nine per cent 
unemployment among non-in- 


jured ex-servicemen. 

“Our vision is one of zero tol¬ 
erance - that no disabled vet¬ 
eran who wants to work should 
be out of work,” said a 
spokesman for The Poppy Fac¬ 
tory, where 50 disabled vets 
produce the paper flowers that 
almost three quarters of the pop¬ 
ulation will wear with pride on 
Remembrance Day. 

“The Poppy Factory’s aspira¬ 
tion is that we should be work¬ 
ing towards a goal that there 
should be no disabled veteran in 
the UK who is unemployed. 
None...zero! If they want to 
work, they can, with a wide 
range of good job opportunities 
available to them. 

“Our mission is to help dis¬ 
abled veterans find meaningful, 
rewarding and sustainable em¬ 
ployment - either directly as an 
employee in the factory or indi¬ 
rectly by supporting them into 
employment elsewhere.” 


Four members of the Poppy 
Factory team will be among the 
10,358 marchers from services 
associations who will parade 
through Whitehall on Sunday 
following the service led by The 
Queen at The Cenotaph. 

Despite controversial recent 
efforts by the Government to 
shorten the event by proposing 
group wreath-laying at the na¬ 
tion’s memorial to the war dead, 
said to be so that the ranks of 
veterans would not have to 
spend so long waiting for the 
parade, they are still expected to 
be on their feet for more than 
two and a half hours as they will 
be assembling from 9am and the 
Cenotaph service will not con¬ 
clude before 11.25am. 


This year marks the effective 
centenary of the poppy for it 
was in 1915, shortly after losing 
a friend at the battle of Ypres, 
that a Canadian doctor, Lt Col 
John McCrae was inspired by 
the sight of poppies to write the 
now famous poem, In Flanders 
Fields. McCrae’s poem in turn 
inspired an American academic, 
Moina Michael, to make and 
sell red silk poppies which were 
then brought to England by a 
French woman, Anna Guerin, 
who persuaded Earl Haig to 
adopt the poppy for the Royal 
British Legion and sent French 
women to London to sell them 
in 1921. 

In 1922 Major George How- 
son MC, an engineer who had 


served on the Western Front in 
the First World War, founded 
the Disabled Society to help dis¬ 
abled ex-service men and 
women. Major Howson sug¬ 
gested to the legion that the so¬ 
ciety should make the poppies, 
and the artificial flowers were 
designed so that someone who 
had lost the use of a hand could 
assemble them. 

With a grant of £2,000, he set 
up a small factory off the Old 
Kent Road with five ex-service¬ 
men. It was here that the first 
British poppies were made. 

In a letter to his parents at the 
time he wrote: “I have been 
given a cheque for £2,000 to 
make poppies with. It is a large 
responsibility and will be very 


difficult. If the experiment is 
successful it will be the start of 
an industry to employ 150 men. 
I do not think it can be a great 
success, but it is worth trying. I 
consider the attempt ought to be 
made if only to give the dis¬ 
abled their chance.” 

The legion ordered nine mil¬ 
lion of the poppies which were 
sold on November 11 that year. 
The poppies sold out almost im¬ 
mediately and the first ever 
Poppy Appeal raised over 
£106,000 - the equivalent of 
£4.6 million today. Last year the 
Poppy Appeal raised more than 
£45 million 

This year the Legion is call¬ 
ing for people to share why they 
wear their poppy using the 
hashtag #MyPoppy on social 
media. The campaign was 
launched by Made In Chelsea 
actress Millie Mackingtosh, 
modelling a dress lined with 
100 poppies created by fashion 
designer Giles Deacon. 

She said: “My great grandfa¬ 
ther, Lieutenant Douglas Mack¬ 
intosh, lost his leg while serving 
our country in the First World 
War. Every year, I wear my 
poppy to remember him and the 
sacrifices he and everyone in the 
Armed Forces have made. 

“I am proud to wear my dress 
for the #MyPoppy campaign 
and I hope it helps inspire peo¬ 
ple to share their poppy stories 
and raise funds for the great 
work that The Royal British Le¬ 
gion does in supporting and car¬ 
ing for the Armed Forces 
community.” 


WHERE TO SEE A ROYAL THIS WEEK 


FULL details of future and recent 
events in the ever-busy diaries of 
the many members ofThe Royal 
Family are available from the 
official website www.royal.gov.uk 
but here's the London schedule 
for the week ahead for Where To 
See A Royal. 

November 3 

■ The Duke of Edinburgh, as 

Field Marshal, will attend the Sen¬ 
ior Serving and Retired Officers’ 
Briefing at the Army and Navy 
Club, Pall Mall. 

■ The Countess of Wessex will 
Chair a Charities Forum at Buck¬ 
ingham Palace. 

■ The Countess of Wessex, as 

Patron, Caring for Life, will hold a 
meeting at Buckingham Palace. 

■ The Countess of Wessex will 
attend the Harper’s Bazaar Women 
of the Year dinner at Claridges. 

■ The Duchess of Gloucester, as 

President, Royal Academy of 
Music, will hold a dinner at Buck¬ 
ingham Palace. 

■ The Duke of Kent will attend 
the Senior Serving and Retired Of¬ 
ficers’ Briefing at The Army and 
Navy Club Pall Mall. 

November 4 

■ The Duke of Edinburgh, as Pa¬ 
tron, British Heart Foundation, will 
hold a reception at St James’s 
Palace. 

■ The Duke of Edinburgh will 
visit Crossrail’s underground con¬ 
struction site at Farringdon Station. 

■ The Princess Royal, as Chair, 
International Olympic Committee 
Members Election Commission, 


will hold a dinner at Buckingham 
Palace. 

November 5 

■ The Duke of Edinburgh, as 

Chief Patron, Surf Life Saving 
Great Britain, will give a lunch at 
Buckingham Palace. 

■ The Countess of Wessex, as 

Vice-Patron, The Queen Elizabeth 
Diamond Jubilee Trust, will attend 
the Time to See photography exhi¬ 
bition at Australia House, The 
Strand. 

■ The Countess of Wessex, as 

Patron, Mencap, will attend the 
Lord Mayor’s Appeal, The Grand 
Finale ‘Back to the Future’ dinner 
at Guildhall, Gresham Street. 

■ The Princess Royal, as Patron, 
The Royal College of Emergency 
Medicine, will attend a dinner at 
the Great Hall, Lincoln’s Inn. 

■ The Princess Royal, as Chair, 
International Olympic Committee 
Members Election Commission, 
will chair an International Olympic 
Committee Members Election 
Commission Meeting at Bucking¬ 
ham Palace. 

■ The Princess Royal, as Com- 
mandant-in-Chief, St John Ambu¬ 
lance, will hold a Reception for 
Young Achievers at Buckingham 
Palace. 

■ The Duke of Gloucester, as 

Vice Patron, National Churches 
Trust, attends the Church Architec¬ 
ture Awards, Westminster Cathe¬ 
dral Hall. 

November 6 

■ Princess Alexandra will visit 
Spitalfields Crypt Trust at Christ 
Church Spitalfields El. 


November 7 

■ The Duchess of Gloucester, as 

President, will visit the Junior 
Academy at the Royal Academy of 
Music, Marylebone Road. 

■ The Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh will attend the Royal 
British Legion Festival of Remem¬ 
brance at the Royal Albert Hall, to¬ 
gether with The Earl and Countess 
of Wessex, the Princess Royal, the 
Duke and Duchess of Gloucester, 
the Duke of Kent and Princess 
Alexandra. 

November 8 

■ The Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh with senior members 
of the Royal Family will attend the 
Remembrance Day service at The 
Cenotaph in Whitehall. 

November 10 

■ The Duke of Edinburgh, as 

Honorary Fellow, the Institute of 
Materials, Minerals and Mining, 
will open the Institute’s new prem¬ 
ises at 297 Euston Road. 

■ The Duke of Edinburgh, as 

Grand Master, Order of the British 
Empire, will attend Evensong for 
members of the Order, at St. Paul's 
Cathedral. 

■ The Princess Royal, as Presi¬ 
dent, World Horse Welfare, will at¬ 
tend the Annual Conference at the 
Royal Geographical Society, Kens¬ 
ington Gore. 

■ The Duke of Gloucester will 
attend a reception for Brazilian 
Health Ministers to be held at 
Tower Bridge. 

■ The Princess Royal, as Patron, 
Opportunity International United 
Kingdom, will hold a dinner at 
Buckingham Palace. 



IMAGINE RELAXING DAYS, FUN-FILLED 
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SHOWBIZ SPECIAL 


Superstar sounds warning as gig venues close 


Could Ed reverse London’s 
grassroots music meltdown? 



■ LIFELINE: Ed Sheeran understands the value of London's small music venues for helping 
launch the music stars of the future. 


by Geoff Baker 


I T is possibly unfair on 
Ed Sheeran to claim 
this, and thereby put 
such responsibility on such 
young shoulders, but if 
London’s music-business- 
in-crisis should be listening 
to anybody at the moment, 
it should be to him. 

By listening, I don’t mean just 
hearing his staggeringly-success- 
ful songs, I mean listening to the 
informed views of the 24-year- 
old who now stands astride the 
planet as the most popular and 
influential guitarist since Eric 
Clapton. 

Last week Mayor Boris John¬ 
son sent up an urgent distress 
flare from City Hall to alert the 
town that London, for so long the 
music capital of the planet, is at 
grievous risk of losing its legend 
and status - as many have been 
saying for months. 

Following an investigation 
and a grim report by the Mayor’s 
Music Venues Taskforce, Boris 
revealed that 35 per cent of Lon¬ 
don’s grassroots music venues, 
our little clubs and music pubs, 
have closed down since 2007 and 
consequently he was launching a 
“rescue plan” for what are the 
baby wards for the stars of to¬ 
morrow. 

“It is feared,” said Boris’s 
press office, “that if this decline 
continues it could have major im¬ 
plications for the long term fu¬ 
ture of a creative and cultural 
sector that feeds into the UK’s 
£3.8 billion music industry.” 

Now, people like singer-song- 
writer Tim Arnold, founder of the 
Save Soho campaign, and broad¬ 
caster Henry Scott-Irving, 
founder of Save Tin Pan Alley, 
have both been waving this red 
flag of warning for more than a 
year. 

Both have admirably attracted 
thousands of signatories to their 
petitions and much celebrity sup¬ 
port for their own alerts that Lon¬ 
don is approaching some sort of 
music scene disaster by closing 
the small clubs for flats and cof¬ 
fee shops. 

But when the spokeswoman of 
the mayor of one of the top three 
cities in the world uses words 
like feared, decline and rescue 
plan, the situation becomes 
rammed home as dire; nobody 
needs to be rescued who isn’t 
drowning. “Fear” is a strong 
word in the lexicon of local gov¬ 
ernment and if Boris is openly 
admitting that he’s frightened 
then the rest of us ought to sit up 
straight and pay rapt attention. 

The press release for the Task- 
force report revealed that of the 
136 venues that existed in 2007 
to give a stage and hopefully a 
break to new artists, only 88 of 
them now remain. 

On the face of it that doesn’t 


sound too bad, 88 gigs; that 
sounds like quite a lot, quite a 
choice. But what the press re¬ 
lease did not mention, but which 
reading of the report does, is that 
the calamity now facing music 
London is much worse. 

For instance, the report states 
that there are now only six live 
music venues in the West End. 
For the music capital of the 
world, that is ridiculous; down¬ 
town Pyongyang probably has 
more than that. 

It gets grimmer. As an exam¬ 
ple of how gigging is a struggle 
these days, the report cites Ox¬ 
ford Street’s hallowed 100 Club, 
the iconic venue since 1942 for 
everyone from Glenn Miller and 
Louis Armstrong to The Sex Pis¬ 
tols, The Clash, the Stones and 
Paul McCartney and, more im¬ 
portantly, hundreds of fledgling 
bands. 

The 100 Club, says the report, 
is paying £50,000 in business 
rates and £180,000 in rent and 
service charges. The report warns 
that a forthcoming rise in busi¬ 
ness rates could whack up the 
club’s overheads to £100,000. 

Is it any wonder that small 
venues are closing when even 
one of such legendary status 
faces the prospect of having to 
find the best part of £300,000 
just to open? 

So what to do? Should coun¬ 
cils slap a blanket ban on any 
more clubs closing? Should de¬ 
velopers be prevented by law 


from building boutique hotels 
and flats anywhere that there’s a 
man and his dog playing a banjo? 
Should neighbours who com¬ 
plain about the noise be ferreted 
out and relocated to a wood in 
Wales? 

One wise move might be to 
listen to Ed Sheeran, because he 
has a different take on it that is 
not evident in the report’s recom¬ 
mendations for the rescue plan. 

It is, he agrees, very concern¬ 
ing that 35 per cent of grass roots 
venues have closed. But he adds: 
“I think most concerning now is 
promoters doing a pay-to-play 
thing”. 

Ah, now we’re getting to the 
nitty gritty. Pay-to-play, or rather 
stuff-the-club-with-your-pals-to- 
play, is a practice, possibly a fi- 
nancially-necessary practice, 
which has been gradually grow¬ 
ing in London for the past 
decade. 

Around 2007, when I was 
helping to manage a young, un¬ 
known but extremely talented 
band, we first came up against 
this then rare obstacle in a very 
well-known West London venue. 
The band could play, we were 
told, if either they brought a sub¬ 
stantial number of ‘fans’ - which 
of course, being unknown, they 
did not have, so they had to beg 
the support of their old school¬ 
mates - or else the band’s man¬ 
agement would have to put a 
substantial sum of cash across 
the bar to guarantee the club’s re¬ 


quired minimum takings. 

Ed Sheeran came to London in 
2007 and began playing small 
venues. If the pay-to-play policy 
had widely existed then, the 
chances of Sheeran becoming the 
international superstar that he is 
now would probably have been 
nil; the 16-year-old from Suffolk 
had no mates in London, no pals 
to call on to artificially “paper” a 
gig- 

“When I started playing here 
you were given a slot based upon 
you wanting a slot, not based 
upon how many people you 
could bring to a night,” he said 
last week at the Leicester Square 
premiere of his new concert film, 
Jumpers For Goalposts. 

“The problem with pay-to- 
play is that you just end up bring¬ 
ing all your mates down and then 
you’re just playing to the same 
crowd every night. 

“So I think that before we start 
worrying about the venues we 
should start worrying about the 
people putting the nights on at 
the venues.” 

It does not require much imag¬ 
ination to hear London promot¬ 
ers protesting at such a 
statement. How are they sup¬ 
posed to make any money, they 
will reasonably cry, they are not 
charities and they are frequently 
close to only breaking even at 
best on a good night. 

But there may be a solution to 
the dilemma which could be 
founded in the seemingly-gener- 


ous nature of Sheeran himself. 

First, we must consider his 
good example to those who 
would be the next big Ed. The 
young man who recently sold out 
three nights at Wembley Stadium 
knows from his recent history 
what it is like to play to a largely 
empty room. Like any band or 
artist who has ever become big, 
he knows the disappointment of 
drawing only a few punters and 
he knows too that the only way 
to beat that is through a determi¬ 
nation to keep on trying. 

“When I first came to London 
there was a website that listed 
every promoter that did acoustic 
nights and I emailed every single 
one,” he said. “There was prob¬ 
ably about 300 of those gigs and 
I got about 50 replies. I did all 
those gigs. And then I went back 
and did them again. And again.” 

So for any artist trying to 
make it - like a similar great tal¬ 
ent, South Bank busker Emily 
Lee who will be playing at The 
Bulls Head in Bames on Novem¬ 
ber 24 - Sheeran’s example is a 
sound one; no matter what the 
lack of available gigs, you have 
to keep at it. And if you do, and 
if you’re good, your big break 
will come. 

And when it does, when you 
have your record deal and when, 
like Sheeran, you are performing 
with Elton and Bey once and the 
Stones and Spotify is naming 
you as the most-streamed artist in 
the world with more than 860 
million streams of your songs in 
one year, then you can do your 
bit to save London’s much- 
threatened small venues, which 
launched you, and help the strug¬ 
gling unknowns of whom you 
were one yourself just a blink 
ago. 

For one proposal currently be¬ 
fore Boris Johnson’s music res¬ 
cue force is that yesterday’s 
fledglings, today’s stars, do their 
profession’s own incubation of 
the Sheerans and Adeles of to¬ 
morrow by giving a cut of their 
success directly back to the little 
clubs which gave birth to them 
all. 

The idea is that a small levy is 
added to the ticket price of all 
gigs that sell to, say, more than 
1,000 punters and to all records 
that enter the Top 40 - and that 
the money accumulated is then 
passed in the form of grants or 
subsidies to the grassroots clubs, 
thus removing promoters’ need 
for pay-to-play, ensuring that the 
venues could stay open to raise 
the next stars and creating a sys¬ 
tem for constantly propagating 
London’s live music industry. 

Now it is no great secret that 
certain stars will howl blue mur¬ 
der at the idea of them giving a 
little bit back, even to help main¬ 
tain the survival of their own pro¬ 
fession, but Ed Sheeran is not 
thought to be among them. With 
huge record sales including six 
times platinum status for his 
debut album alone and tours that 


sell tickets in hundreds of thou¬ 
sands, he and many other Lon- 
don-bred superstars could afford 
the levy - which actually would 
not cost him a penny as the sub¬ 
sidy would be passed on to the 
punter anyway. 

And taking a lead on this 
would also fit with his philoso¬ 
phy, “be nice to everyone be¬ 
cause you never know who is 
going to get to the top”. 

Whether Ed and Boris will see 
eye to eye on this is yet to be 
seen, although it might not be un¬ 
likely as Sheeran is a great exam¬ 
ple of the Mayor’s enthusiasm for 
the benefits of apprenticeships 
over university. 

You can’t get much more of an 
apprenticeship in the music busi¬ 
ness than playing the same 50 
gigs again and again and again 
and although ironically he was 
last month awarded an honorary 
doctorate at University Campus 
Suffolk, as he said at the cere¬ 
mony, “for a musician you need 
more life university, rather than 
studying anything.” 

He added: “I’m not really the 
poster boy for education and I 
don’t know if I can give advice 
on that side of things. I chose 
something I love and worked 
hard at it and didn’t really listen 
to anyone who told me I couldn’t 
do something. There’s no key to 
success but the key to failure is 
trying to please everyone so 
make sure you please yourself.” 

Stars become stars because 
they are self-compelled to be 
them, they have a searing longing 
for fame that the rest of us do not 
share, they yearn to please them¬ 
selves. And this drive pays divi¬ 
dends, for although the UK’s 
music business may be in danger 
at grass roots level, at the top Brit 
pop is still thriving - one in eight 
records sold worldwide is by a 
British artist, most of them work¬ 
ing out of London. 

“London still has an impor¬ 
tance, the music industry is Lon¬ 
don,” Sheeran said last week. 
“You can’t really make it without 
London in some way and London 
has been a massive part of it all 
for me, I’ve played almost every 
venue here.” 

He also announced recently 
that he intends to be taking some 
time off from making music as 
he’s not had a break since he first 
started out in the small clubs 
eight years ago. 

That could be great news for 
Boris because among the recom¬ 
mendations of his Music Venues 
Taskforce is a proposal to find 
someone with time on his hands 
to become a music tsar for Lon¬ 
don, an expert who would cham¬ 
pion the capital’s music scene 
and would be known, excellently, 
as “the Night Mayor”. 

Ed Sheeran to star as Night 
Mayor of Denmark Street? It has 
a ring to it. 

■ Jumpers For Goalposts is in 

cinemas now. 
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PROFESSIONALS 
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London SW9 8LN 
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D A MOTORS 
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Putney, London SW15 2LP 

Tel: 020 8871 2583 

WANTED OLD 1920s-1990s 
RACING CYCLES 

Tel: 01642 555 168 

07990 972 470 

MIL KITCHEN 

316 Munster Road 

London SW6 6BH 

Tel: 020 7385 5971 

Web: www.milkitchenfulham.co.uk 

BEDZ ON THE RYE 

38 Peckham Rye 

Peckham, London SE15 4JR 

Tel: 020 7732 2020 ™ 

STREATHAM PARK 
BOWLING CLUB 

Pringle Gardens 

London SW16 1SH M 

Tel: 020 8769 6266 

INTERIOR DESIGNER & PROJECT 
MANAGER SERVICE 

Call Charlotte 

Tel: 020 7383 4937 

07894 664 112 M 

Web: www.cjdesign.uk.com 

Email: charlie@cjdesign.uk.com 

FAST MOVE PROPERTIES 

216 Coldharbour Lane 

Brixton, London SE9 8SA 

Tel: 020 7274 7010 
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web: www.fastmoveproperties.com 

Email: info@fastmoveproperties.com 

TURNSTYLE RECORDS 
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Tel: 020 3457 5887 
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PORTOBELLO OLIVE 
STALL 

Tel: 07956 641 402 

Web: www.theolivebarlondon.com 

THE PERSONAL TOUCH 

“The Funeral Arrangers” 

Allen Inez House 

196 Acre Lane, SW2 5UL ^ 

Tel: 020 7326 0860 ^ 

web: www. per s onaltouchfuneral s. co .uk 

A & S ROOFING 

For all your Roofing Services 

Free Estimates 

Tel: 020 8654 9659 

07939 628 999 

LONDON AERONS 

147a New Cross Road, SE14 5DJ 

Office hours 

020 7639 7771 A 

Weekends & Evenings 

07973 540 289 


THE FRIENDS OF CHELSEA 

AND WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL 

Friends Office, 

Chelsea and Westminster Hospital, 

369 Fulham Road, SW10 9NH M MM 

Tel: 020 3315 8825 ^P 

Web: www.cwfriends.org.uk 

DARCY BUNNIE CHILDCARE 

Stevenage Road 

London SW6 6PF 
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Web: www.darcybunnie.co.uk 

Email: info@darcybunnie.co.uk 
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WINE&DINE 


The food and 
drink page for 
West London 


By Ella Walker 

T OM Kerridge is grin¬ 
ning. “The other week 
I had to transport 
something to the Kent coast 
via North London in a white 
van,” he says. 

“I had my arm out the window, 
my boxer dog sat next to me in the 
front, and I was picking up big 
pieces of metal and sticking them 
in a transit van. I loved it -1 was in 
my element.” 

You can’t doubt it. 

A big burr of a man, the Salis¬ 
bury-born chef is all Adidas shell 
suits and West Country twangs, 
but he’s just as at home in his two- 
star Michelin pub, The Hand And 
Flowers, in Marlow, and is cur¬ 
rently celebrating his third cook 
book, Tom s Table. 

It’s all about “extracting as 
much flavour as possible” from 
food, “and making it social”, he 
explains. “They’re all recipes and 
dishes that I do eat, want to eat and 
make at home.” 

One of his favourites is the 
“phenomenal” green chilli con 
carne. “It’s dry roasted mince, it 
goes really crispy - tastes fantas¬ 
tic,” he says, going off into a 
reverie. 

When he first started cooking, 
for his little brother after school, 
the menu was a tad less gourmet 
and featured a lot of fish finger 
sandwiches, Findus Crispy Pan¬ 
cakes and Birds Eye Potato Waf¬ 
fles. 

“I don’t still cook those things - 
that’s a complete lie actually! My 
wife Beth was desperate for a fish 
finger sandwich last week, so I did 
make her one,” he says, ruefully. 

His celebrity clientele wouldn’t 
appreciate that kind of fare, 
though. The Hand has served Liam 
Neeson, Tom Jones, George 
Clooney and Bill Murray, although 
annoyingly Kerridge missed Mur¬ 
ray. 

“I was absolutely gutted,” he ad¬ 
mits, adding he was with his wife 
in hospital after she had an opera¬ 
tion. 

They also get quite a few pre¬ 
mier league footballers in, and 
Kerridge loves his football. 

“A pub is part of a community 
and if we can help another com¬ 
munity project like Marlow FC, 
then we do in any way we can,” he 
says passionately. “Young chefs, 
young footballers; there’s a syn¬ 
ergy. By the age of 40, you’re too 
tired to be doing 18-hour days 
cooking in the sauce section. It’s 



■ ZEST FOR LIFE: Tom Kerridge. Below left, Tom's latest cook book. 

Tom’s secret 
ingredients: 
caffeine and 
adrenaline 



the same for footballers; you’re 
not going to be running round the 
pitch.” 

Between TV commitments, an 
upcoming pop-up at Harrods, the 
books and the pubs, it’s difficult 
to imagine 42-year-old Kerridge 
slowing down. 

“I work on caffeine and adren¬ 
aline,” he confesses. “I’m always 
thinking about what we’ve got 
next. It’s like, if I was still nine, 
I I’d be riding round on bikes in 
| the car park, getting on a skate- 
I board and then playing on the 
I swings!” 


A big kid at heart, he might pro¬ 
duce beautiful, world-class food, 
but he’s definitely not averse to a 
bit of fun in the kitchen. 

“Gimmicks are cool, if they’re 
encouraging,” he says, fully on 
board with new service Cheese 
Posties, which, as it sounds, sends 
you all the ingredients for a gour¬ 
met cheese toastie, by post. 

“I wish I’d thought of that!” he 
muses. “What a nice idea. If peo¬ 
ple are getting access to really in¬ 
teresting cheese, and you’re 
making it yourself, then it’s en¬ 
couraging you to cook something 


which might spur you on to make 
something else.” 

When it comes to his favourite 
ingredients, he narrows it down to 
two. 

First pork, because “without 
pork there is no bacon”, and sec¬ 
ond water: “A lot of chefs over¬ 
look water.” 

Not Kerridge; in fact, in another 
life, he’d have made water his 
livelihood. 

“I always fancied being a fish¬ 
erman on a trawler. I like the ca¬ 
maraderie and hard physical work. 
As a 20-year-old, I loved nothing 
better than doing huge hours in 
basement kitchens and never see¬ 
ing daylight,” Kerridge adds. “I 
absolutely loved it, the almost dig- 
dig attitude you have to have to get 
through the day, because the huge 
sense of achievement at the end 
outweighs the negativity, it’s an 
adrenaline-filled buzz.” 

Then again, he is allergic to 
shellfish... 

Here is a recipes from Tom’s 
Table to sink your teeth into... 

POLLOCK WITH 
ORANGE AND DILL 

(Serves four) Vegetable oil, for 
frying; flaky sea salt. 

For the dressing: 3 unwaxed 
oranges; 100ml olive oil; 150ml 
cider vinegar; 75g caster sugar; a 
small bunch of dill, chopped, a few 
sprigs saved for the garnish; 2tbsp 
Douglas is allergic to shellfish... 

For the coating: 175g coarse 
yellow cornmeal; 40g plain ating; 
Itsp salt; Itsp cayenne pepper; 

Itsp garlic powder. 

For the garnish: 1 orange, 
peeled, all pith removed and cut 
into segments. 

First make the dressing. Pare the 
zest from two oranges with a 
vegetable peeler, keeping a little of 
the pith on, and cut into small 
chunks. Place in a small saucepan, 
cover with the olive oil and heat 
very gently over a low heat for 20 
minutes, or until the skin is just 
soft. Take off the heat and leave to 
cool. 

Squeeze the juice from all the 
oranges and put into a small pan 
with the cider vinegar and sugar. 
Bring to the boil, stirring to dissolve 
the sugar. Let it bubble to reduce 
by two-thirds until thickened and 
syrupy. Pour into a bowl and allow 
to cool. 

Add the orange zest and olive oil 
mix to the orange juice reduction 
and whisk to combine. Stir in the 
chopped dill and pine needles if 
using, and set aside until ready to 
serve. 

For the fish coating, mix all the 
ingredients together in a large 
bowl. Heat 2cm depth of oil in a 
deep-sided frying pan or saute pan 
until it reaches 180C. Use a frying 
thermometer to check the 
temperature, if you have one, 
otherwise, drop a cube of dry white 
bread into the hot oil to test it - if 
the bread turns golden brown in 
just under a minute, the oil is ready. 

Dust the fish fillets on both sides 
with the cornmeal coating, shaking 
off any excess. Lay the fish in the 
pan and fry for two to three 
minutes on each side until the crust 
is crisp and golden brown. Using a 
fish slice, transfer to a tray lined 
with kitchen paper to drain. Season 
lightly with salt. 

Serve the pollock fillets on 
warmed plates, garnished with the 
orange segments and dill, with the 
dressing spooned over. 



MARK HIX'S 
RECIPE 
OF THE 
WEEK 


Sesame prawn 
balls with chilli 

Serves four 

T HESE are a bit like a high-end version 
of those greasy prawn toasts you get in 
cheap Chinese restaurants. 

You can serve them as a snack or a starter. To 
make them look really classy, you could try a mix 
of black and white sesame seeds. 

Ingredients 

16 medium-sized raw, large, sea-water prawns 
2tsp finely grated root ginger 
2 spring onions, trimmed and finely chopped 
2tsp sake or dry sherry 
Sea salt 

2tbsp sesame seeds 

Vegetable or corn oil for deep frying 

Good quality chilli sauce, such as Linghams, to 

serve 

Method 

REMOVE the heads and shells from the prawns but 
leave the tail attached. 

With a sharp knife cut the prawns in half, leaving 
half of the flesh attached to the tail. Chop or blend 
the rest of the meat finely. 

Mix the ginger, spring onion and sake with the 
chopped prawn meat, then season. 

Divide the mixture evenly to the number of tails, 
and mould into a ball over each prawn leaving the 
tail sticking out at one end and pointing upwards. 
Lightly wetting your hands when doing this some¬ 
times helps the mixture to stick. 

Dip the prawns carefully in the sesame seeds so 
they stick to the mixture. Ensure the flesh is covered 
and realign the tails if necessary. 

Preheat about 8cm of oil to 150-160C in a large 
thick-bottomed saucepan or electric deep fat fryer. 
Fry the prawns for 2-3 minutes until a light golden 
colour and drain on kitchen paper, then transfer to a 
serving platter with the sauce. 



■ TUCK IN: Sesame prawn balls with chilli, the latest 
mouth-watering dish from leading chef Mark Hix. 
Enjoy another one next week. 
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Talk Of 
The Town 

Music I Theatre I Reviews 




Wicked ***** 

A S Wicked , the epic 
West End musical, 
welcomed its seven 
millionth theatregoer to 
London’s Apollo Victoria 
Theatre, I was invited to 
the annual media night to 
see how the new cast were 
settling into the show set in 
the magical land of Oz, 
writes Nicky Sweetland. 

The production charts the life 
and times of The Wicked Witch 
of the West, the green skinned 
character from L Frank Baum’s 
famous book The Wonderful 
Wizard of Oz, which was made 
famous by the 1939 Oscar- 
winning film starring Judy 
Garland. It takes an alternative 
look at the witch’s life up to and 
including the events on the 
yellow brick road, with 
interesting echoes of political 
dictatorships and propaganda 
filled governments wrapped in 
a perfectly weighted fairy story. 
The cleverly layered tale has 
perfect dabs of comedy and 
tragedy and even touches on 
social issues like bullying and 
discrimination. 

The leading character of the 
green witch Elphaba is one of 
the most sought after roles in 
musical theatre history and is 
currently being portrayed by 
the phenomenal Emma Hatton. 
Hatton has been playing the 
Wicked Witch of the West for 
two years, first understudying 
the likes of West End and 
Broadway heavyweights 
Willemijn Verkaik and Kerry 
Ellis before taking the role as 
her own back in January. 

The 32-year-old singer has 
really grown into the part and is 
fast becoming a West End 
legend in her own right. The 
role is extremely vocally 
challenging but with some rock 
star riffs and spine tingling 
phases, Hatton smashed the 
roof off the place with her 
version of the show’s famous 
anthem Defying Gravity. 

The unusual thing about this 
show is that the two leads are 
both women, and the part of 
the good witch Glinda is 
currently being expertly played 
by the effervescent Savannah 
Stevenson. Stevenson is 
mesmerising as the superficial 
preppy bimbo who soon 
realises there is more to the 
world than her shoe collection. 
With gorgeous, soaring vocals 
and a wonderful skip and 
bounce to her performance, she 
brings delight to the stage 
whenever she appears. 

Alongside the two girls and 
stalwart Katie Rowley Jones, 
who recently returned to the 
show as Nessarose, is a fresh 
new cast who have perfectly 
integrated into the fantasy 
world. Daniel Hope as the 



■ HISTORY MAKERS: The cast of Wicked, enthralling West End audiences over and over again. 


Davro on tour 
after eviction 

COMEDIAN, impressionist, actor and 
reality star Bobby Davro has 
announced a 20-date UK tour for 
2016. 

The entertainer has most recently 
featured on Celebrity Big Brother and 
became a favourite with audiences 
for his wit and tolerance, eventually 
coming in fourth place after making 
it right through to the final. 

Bobby made his TV debut in 1981, 
but his major breakthrough came 
with an appearance in Live At Her 
Majesty's in 1983. This was followed 
by Copy Cats and his very own 
Saturday night series for ITV. Bobby 
topped the ratings for six 
consecutive years with his winning 
formula in shows like Bobby Davro 
On The Box, Bobby's Sketch Pad and 
TV Weekly. 

The star, who has also appeared 
on BBC1 's Eastenders, will tour the 
UK next year, starting at the Epsom 
Playhouse and finishing off at 
Chesterfield's the Winding Wheel. 

If you'd like more information or 
would like to book tickets you can 
visit the website atgtickets.com 


It’s not just 
Wicked, it’s 
pure magic 


Munchkin Boq, Liza Sadovy as 
Madame Morrible and Tom 
McGowan all bring a renewed 
energy and interest to the well 
worn characters. 

The other new face in Oz is 
Oliver Saville, who plays the 
Winky Prince Fiyero. His 
chemistry with both Hatton and 
Stevenson is electric and his 
portrayal of the arrogant and 
superficial heartthrob is 
tremendous. I spoke to Oliver 
about the role and he told me 
how he sees Fiyero. 

“He’s been to school after 
school and he’s the sort of guy 
who takes life with a pinch of 
salt. It’s a big old laugh for him . 
He sings a song called Dancing 
Through Life and that’s literally 
how he lives his life on the 
surface; well, that’s what we 
think. He’s a cool guy.” 

This was my 11th visit, but 
I’m a mere amateur in 
comparison to many of the 
show’s devoted followers. Now 
in its tenth year, it really does 
offer everything you could 
possibly want from a musical. 
Oliver was a fan before he 
joined the cast and actually 
watched it for the first time just 


after it opened in London. He 
told me why he thinks Wicked 
has such a lasting appeal. 

“I think everybody can relate 
to it. It is like real life, but the 
world you are immersed in is 
not real. It rains sideways! 

“There are characters people 
can relate to and with the music 
and everything it’s a cracking 
show. I can’t sell it enough.” 

Oliver’s character forms one 
corner of a love triangle with 
the two witches but although 
he’s an important part of the 
story, the main theme of love is 
really centred on the bond of 
friendship between the girls. 
Oliver talks to me about 
working alongside two such 
astounding performers. 

“I love hearing the girls 
every day. I’m in musical 
theatre heaven with Defying 
Gravity, No Good Deed and 
when they sing For Good.” 

This five-star show should be 
seen by everyone at least once. 
With its new cast perfectly 
balanced with the old guard, 
Wicked still makes London 
positively emerald and I’m sure 
will continue to do so for many 
years to come. 


^sler^ 



The Friends 
Christmas Fair 


Wednesday 2nd Decembe^£A^ 
2015 

lOain - 2pm 

Chelsea & Westminster 
Hospital 

Ground Floor, < 

Main Atrium 










20 London Weekly News 


editorial @ londonweeklynews .co .uk 


Thursday, November 5 th 2015 


Talk Of The Town 


london 

Listings 


Soul Night at Koko, Camden 

November 10 

Tony Blackburn's legendary Soul Night, in which 
the DJ is joined on stage by artists including The 
Three Degrees, Shaun Escoffery, Lemar, Diane 
Shaw, Jaki Graham, Kenny Thomas and Odyssey, 
will take place on Tuesday, November 10 at 
London's Koko, Camden. Tickets for this special 
evening are £30. From this a minimum of £12.50 
will be donated to BBC Children In Need. 
Blackburn said:"I thinkthe annual soul night is 
well and truly here to stay. I can't wait to get back 
on that stage alongside this year's artists for some 
great performances, and it's all for a great cause!" 
David Robey, BBC Radio London editor, said: 
"Tony's Soul Night was a huge success in the 
1980s on BBC Radio London, so it feels 
appropriate to stage another Soul Night revival to 
coincide with the return of our radio station's 
name to BBC Radio London." 


Elf the musical at 
the Dominion Theatre 

November 5 to January 2 
This year's festive must-see show is going to be 
this heart-warming extravaganza. The show, 
based on the 2003 film which starred Will 
Ferrell in the title role, was a smash hit on 
Broadway and is likely to be London's hottest 
ticket this season, despite the much reported 
high ticket prices. The show stars former Girls 
Aloud songstress Kimberley Walsh alongside 
West End heart throb Ben Forster, who will 
once again play the eponymous hero after 
wowing audiences last year in the role in both 
Plymouth and Dublin. 

Importance of Being Earnest 
at the Vaudeville Theatre 

To November 7 

David Suchet stars as Lady Bracknell in Oscar 
Wilde's much loved masterpiece. Directed by 
Adrian Noble, Wilde's superb satire on Victorian 
manners is one of the funniest plays in the 
English language - the delightful repartee and 
hilarious piercing of hypocrisy and pomposity 
can still make you laugh out loud. 
www.importanceofearnest.com 

Carmen at the 
Royal Opera House 

To November 30 

Experience the power and magnetism of Bizet's 
most popular opera as Carmen returns to the 
stage at the Royal Opera House. His 17th and 
final opera, Carmen tells the story of Don Jose, 
an inexperienced young soldier seeking to 
marry Micaela, a girl that he knows from his 
home village. His plans are thrown wildly off 
course when he encounters the alluring 
Carmen, a sensual and spirited woman very 
different from his intended bride. Carmen soon 
becomes bored with Don Jose and turns her 
attentions to the toreador Escamillo, falling in 
love with him to the despair of Jose. Unable to 
control his emotions, Don Jose hunts down 
Carmen and discovers her at the bullring where 
Escamillo is fighting. With murderous 


intentions, the young soldier seeks a violent 
resolution to the entangled romance. 
Flamboyant, passionate and violent, Bizet's 
work has lost none of its appeal since its debut 
in the 19th century. With rousing music that 
includes the Toreador Song and Carmen's 
famous Habanera, all the ingredients are here 
for a truly great opera. 

The Old Vic Variety Nights 

November 15 

Nostalgia lovers will warm to this most 
traditional of shows, featuring Tim Minchin and 
the magician Dynamo. For details, see the 
website oldvictheatre.com 

The World Goes Pop 
at the Tate Modern 

Until January 24, 2016 

Over 200 works by artists from Latin America to 
Asia celebrates the many faces of pop art. 

This show isn't about the pop art you know, it's 
about the pop art that escaped the history 
books. And it certainly packs a punch. It's fun, 
engaging, colourful, revelatory, opinionated, 
racy and stunning. Most importantly the show 
illuminates how pop wasn't confined to Andy 
Warhol's Factory in New York or Richard 
Hamilton's studio in London - it was a 
phenomenon that reached much further, 
practiced by artists in Peru, Israel, Argentina, 
Japan, Brazil and Eastern Europe. 

In an opening gallery painted scintillating red, 
the work quite literally pops off the walls. Here, 
traditional techniques are turned on their head, 
such as Japanese woodblock printing in Ushio 
Shinohara's'Doll Festival', (1966) which is 
reinvigorated with the use of industrial 
materials like Perspex. Moving on, you'll find 
the mimicry of media and the language of 
mass production, the repetition of advertising 
strategies and consumerist logos, the 
appropriation of icons from popular culture, 
the re-evaluation of the role of women and the 
subversion of political symbolism. It makes for 
a riveting, eye-opening group exhibition that 
re-educates us on a movement that really 
reached out to embrace us - and continues to 
do so. 

The Barber of Seville 
at the London Coliseum 

To November 11 

The Barber of Seville will have you smiling from 
the moment it begins. Filled with fun and farce, 
this sunny adventure follows the escapades of 
the barber Figaro as he assists Count Almaviva 
to prise the beautiful yet feisty Rosina away 
from her lecherous guardian Dr Bartolo. 

Set in an elegant vision of 18th-century Seville, 
Jonathan Miller's much-loved production 
returns to the Coliseum and remains as side- 
splittingly funny as ever. For this revival, the 
talented Christopher Allen will conduct 
Rossini's sparkling score, packed full of wit and 
playful tunes. 


This is a FREE listings service for local charitable 
and community organisations. 

Email your listings to: listings@londonweeklynews.co.uk 



■ COMEDY GREATS: Marty Feldman's career is studied afresh by Terry Jones. 

Funny how things turn out 


MONTY Python legend Terry 
Jones is to direct the world 
premiere of Jeepers Creepers, a 
play about comedy star Marty 
Feldman and his ambitious 
wife, Lauretta. 

The play is written by 
Marty’s best-selling biographer 
Robert Ross, and stars David 
Boyle and Rebecca Vaughan. 

The plot follows Feldman as 
he makes the leap across the 
pond after scoring success in 
this country with his classic 
comedies The Army Game and 
Round the Horne. With more 
success in Hollywood and a 


wife who is more than at home 
living the glamorous lifestyle, 
Feldman should feel 
accomplished but is instead 
blighted by the burden of fame. 

Jeepers Creepers charts one 
of the most powerful and 
complex partnerships in 
comedy, through the unique 
gaze of one of the greatest: 
Marty Feldman. 

Director Jones has a personal 
connection to the play’s 
subject - he wrote sketches for 
and appeared in It’s Marty with 
Marty Feldman in the late 
1960s. He said: “When I joined 


the writing team for The Frost 
Report, the first person to say 
‘hello’ and make me feel 
welcome was Marty Feldman. 
He was one of those very kind 
and very funny people who 
helped all the Pythons along the 
way. It’s lovely to be able to 
say a belated thank-you by 
bringing him back to eye¬ 
popping life - sort of - on the 
London stage.” 

The play runs in a four-week 
season in the Lounge at 
Leicester Square Theatre from 
Monday, January 18 to 
Saturday, February 20. 


Old Vic 
back to 


takes us 
variety 



■ LIVE FAVOURITE: Award-winning Tim Minchin. 


THE Old Vic has just 
announced the first of its variety 
nights, which will take place on 
Sunday, November 15 - and 
provide a comforting return to 
the greatest of West End theatre 
traditions. 

An integral part of Matthew 
Warchus’ vision as artistic 
director, The Old Vic Variety 
Nights embrace theatre’s history 
and its roots in music, dance 
and vaudeville. 

Tickets are now on sale for 
the first of the shows, with a 
line-up including the multi¬ 
award winning Tim Minchin, 
the acclaimed magician 
Dynamo and the Tredegar Town 
Band. 

The aim of the variety nights 
is to reinvigorate a much 
cherished and nostalgic format 
with a contemporary twist, 
combining established names in 
music, magic and comedy with 
the very best of a the new 
generation of talent. 

Warchus commented: “Three 
of my favourite things are 
music, magic and comedy, 


hence my eagerness to 
introduce a series of Old Vic 
Variety Nights. We’re looking 
forward to seeing the Old Vic lit 
up on a Sunday night 
welcoming all kinds of 
audiences, both old friends and 


newcomers, to see famous faces 
mixed with new talent in 
evenings of laughter and really 
great entertainment.” 

If you would like more 
details visit the theatre’s website 
oldvictheatre. com 
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Talk Of The Town 



By NICKY 
SWEETLAND 

LWN Theatre Critic 


T HE New Wimble¬ 
don Theatre is all set 
to welcome in the 
60s this week when the 
smash hit musical Hair- 
spray pays a visit as part of 
the nationwide tour. 

The multi award winning 
musical which follows the 
larger than life Tracy Tumblad 
in her quest for equality and TV 
stardom, stars former Brook- 
side favourite Claire Sweeney 
as station owner Velma Von 
Tussle. Sweeney has been play¬ 
ing the role since September 
and is enjoying exploring her 
nasty side. 

She told me: “It’s brilliant 
actually but I’ve done it before 
in panto. I played the evil 
queen in panto so it’s kind of 
nothing new, although in a mu¬ 
sical it is. Oh, she’s evil. She’s 
a racist she’s a fascist, she’s 
everything you can imagine. 
She’s just vile.” 

Sweeney first found fame in 
the famous Channel 4 soap be¬ 
fore climbing the celebrity lad¬ 
der further by taking part in the 
first series of Celebrity Big 
Brother. No stranger to the 
stage, she won high acclaim for 
her portrayal of murderer 
Roxie Hart in the West End 
production of Chicago in 2002 
and then went on to score suc¬ 
cess in other musicals, includ¬ 
ing Guys and Dolls and the 
Andrew Lloyd Webber one- 
woman show, Tell Me on a 
Sunday. 

Claire has also been a regu- 



She’s Claire 
favourite for 
bad girl role 


lar panellist on ITV’s Loose 
Women, something which 
might have helped her to get to 
grips with the vicarious and 
voluptuous Velma Von Tussle. 

“My character is so glam¬ 
orous. I look like my mother! 
I’m full of diamante, beautiful 
flamboyant colours, an updo. 
It’s just such a fabulous, ele¬ 
gant, glamorous character with 
a mouth like a sewer.” 


Set in the 60s, the show tack¬ 
les the issue of racial equality 
but also paints a colourful and 
interesting picture of the Balti¬ 
more of the time. 

Claire told me why she 
thinks the show has such a win¬ 
ning formula. 

“It’s wonderful. There are 
catchy tunes, there’s humour in 
it, there’s pathos in it. You’ll 
leave the theatre absolutely up¬ 


lifted but 
there’s also 
great messages 
in it as well.” 


■ Hairspray will be playing at 
the New Wimbledon Theatre 
until November 7. For more 
details visit the show's 
dedicated website - 
hairsprayuktour. com 



Welcome to world where you never grow up 


A BRAND new take on the JM Barrie 
classic Peter Pan story. The Boy Who 
Never Grew Up will come to the studio 
at the Lyric Hammersmith on 
November 7, writes Nicky Sweetland. 

The play, by acclaimed writer and 
director Amelia Bird, invites you into 
the world where happy thoughts take 
you flying high, where pirates roam 
the seas and where magic and 
adventure is impossible to hide from. I 
chatted to Amelia about the show, 
which has already proved to be a 
smash hit at the box office. 

"It's an adaptation of the Peter Pan 
story. We created the imaginary world 
of Neverland and in our story there are 
two adventurers who show us all 
around Neverland. They get the 
audience involved to have their very 
own adventure." 

The company welcomes you to the 
world where you never grow up, a 
special adventure in which you can 
visit Peter Pan's underground home, 
see how he befriended the Indians, 


escaped drowning in a lagoon, scaled 
a mountain and outwitted his nemesis 
Captain Hook. But this isn't just the 
story you've seen on screen or read in 
the book, there are adventures of your 
own to be had. Amelia said: "The set 
aesthetic is a bit like children have 
gathered loads of things from a park 
and have turned them into the world 
of Neverland, so we have wooden 
planks which become a crocodile and 
we've made a lot of puppets from sort 
of found materials, bits of wood and 
leaves and things like that. The idea is 
that it's encouraging people to use 
their imaginations a bit more to see 
the things that are being made." 

With live music, puppetry and fun, 
this is a show of imagination and 
magic for anyone who wishes to never 
ever grow up. It's suitable for ages four 
and up and although virtually sold out, 

Amelia has hinted that there is likely to 
be another show added for more 
families to enjoy. 

For more details visit lyric.co.uk ■ IMAGINE THAT: The Boy Who Never Grew Up will come to the studio at the Lyric. 



Harry’s back - 
and he’s in 
double trouble 

THE epic new two-part play 
about the magical world of Harry 
Potter will appear in London in 
June, and tickets to the show are 
looking like they will be 
affordable for family audiences. 

The play based on an original 
story by J K Rowling, JackThorn 
and John Tiffany, will open at the 
Palace Theatre in July, with tickets 
to the preview performances 
from £10. Once the show has 
opened you will be able to get 
tickets from £15 per performance 
and there will also be a reduced 
price lottery for tickets to every 
show. 

Harry Potter and the Cursed 
Child is the eighth story in the 
Harry Potter series and the first 
official Harry Potter story to be 
presented on stage. It is set 19 
years after the last of the Potter 
adventures, The Deathly Hallows 
and shows the adult Harry 
coping with both his past life and 
his present, with the pressures of 
fatherhood weighing heavy on 
his shoulders. 

J K Rowling said about the next 
chapter: "The story only exists 
because the right group of 
people came together with a 
brilliant idea about how to 
present Harry Potter on stage. I'm 
confident that when audiences 
see Harry Potter and the Cursed 
Child they will understand why 
we chose to tell this story in this 
way." 



■ POTTER'S BACK: This time in 
a two-part stage play. 


Featuring a cast of over 30, 
Harry Potter and the Cursed 
Child is one play presented in 
two parts. Both parts are 
intended to be seen in order on 
the same day (matinee and 
evening), or on two consecutive 
evenings. 

Here is how it works: 

■ On Wednesdays, Saturdays and 
Sundays there will be a matinee 
performance of Part One and an 
evening performance of Part 
Two. For the initial on-sale 
period, one ticket will 
automatically secure the same 
seat for both Part One and Part 
Two on the same day. 

■ For subsequent booking 
periods, tickets for Wednesday 
matinee and Wednesday evening 
performances can be bought 
together or separately. Details of 
when Saturday and Sunday 
performances of Parts One and 
Part Two can be bought 
separately will be announced at a 
later date. 

■ On Thursdays there will be an 
evening performance of Part One 
and on Fridays an evening 
performance of Part Two. On 
those days tickets to each part 
can be bought together or 
separately. 

■ Tickets go on sale on October 
30 but if you haven't quite got to 
grips with the complexities of 
booking the two-part play, 
further details can be found on 
the website 
harrypottertheplay.com 
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Faith in 
Finance 

Payroll, Bookkeeping 
and Personal Taxation 
for Small Business, 
Charities, Individuals 
and Voluntary Groups 
Phone/Fax 
020 7732 8760 
bruce@faithinfinance.com 


in this, 
section 
please call 

020 

8768 4921 


Articles Wanted 


OUT OF THE FLOOR RECORDS 

25 Years in Camden NW1 

REGGAE + ALL JAMAICAN MUSIC 

(+60’s, 70’s Soul, Jazz, Boogie, Disco, Hip Hop, Etc.) 
Forget the rest! We pay the best!! Cash Waiting!! 

Jake 020 7485 9958 / 07961 315874 


Bargain Buys 


2 NEW SECURITY LIGHTS 

Stormlighting £25 each. Large 
tall boy clock with shelves £40. 
2 sets of golf clubs one £20, 
one £40. Tel: 07984 727 324 

5 IN 1 JUMP STARTER digital 
compressor £25 and battery 
charger golf bag and clubs £20. 
2 Golf Clubs, bag, balls, new 
£60. Tel: 07984 727 325 

BARGAINS Every must be sold. 
Men's clothes, electrical goods, 
bicycle & watch, tablet, mobile 
phone. Tel: 07944 895 999 

ELECTRIC FIRE WITH 
REMOTE £10 ono, Junior Violin 
with a case £20, call am before 
11 or leave message on ansa- 
phone. Tel: 020 8742 7687 

FOR SALE Printers £20 each 
(no ink), Nintendo, PS2, PS2 
games, X Box, x Box games, 
offers £40. Cat baskets £6, 
Samsung phone £25. Video 
recorder £10. Tel: 07956 712 
304 


FOUR 15" STEEL WHEELS fit¬ 
ted with winter tyres, 
195/65R15, type Toyo Snow 
Praxes 95H. Plenty of tread. 
£80 Buyer collects. Please text 
has I am deaf. Tel: 07904 458 
849 


GLASS MIRROR 142cm x 
23cm, fitting holes £10 ono. 
Artists Lino Cutting Set, (2) 6" 
rollers, 2 inks, handle, boxed 
cutters. All you need to start 
printing your own £6. Tel: 07823 
487 618 


l-JOY RIDE EXERCISE 
MACHINE vgc. £90 ono. Tel: 
07956 838 204 


ROCKING HORSE ON PLAS¬ 
TIC BASE £5. Raleigh Ollie 
Trike £10. Plus Trike with parent 
handle £10. Gymm Ball £4. Tel: 
07751 434 001 


SECOND-HAND SALE togeth¬ 
er lots of men's clothes, jeans, 
jumpers and other, men's shoes 
size 10, piano, carpet, Projector, 
TV Plasma Sony, candle, 
tablets, fan, Panasonic 
tape/CD, leather handbag, 
expensive gold colour watch, 
curtain new, 100 metre, mobile 
old Samsung, hoowvering, fold¬ 
ing bicycle, lots sundries, 2 
motorbike jacket and helmet. 
Tel: 07944 895 999 

WHEELBARROW £15, Garden 
Shredder, good working order 
£25. Kodak Brownie 8 Projector 
£20. Disability Walking Aid £15. 
Tel: 020 8330 5867 


WHITE BUSH MICROWAVE 

Model BMX608 Size (h) 29.5 (W) 
45.8 £17 . Bush VCR903 video 
recorder remote and instruc¬ 
tions £17. Tel: 0208 670 4682. 



KINGSIZE WOODEN BED 
FRAME still in boxes, sleigh 
design, buyer collects £50. Tel: 
07914 821 532 



GENTS MOUNTAIN BIKE £50 

ono. Tooting area, Tel: 020 8672 
1710 

MOUNTAIN BICYCLE 

Decathalon Rock Rider, SD 
Tough Shock Shiman gears, 
front disc brake, new tyres, 
price negotiated. Tel: 020 7733 
1836 & 07877 818 162 

SCOOTER Childs professional 
trix, hardly used. £30 Tel: 0208 
692 8449. Could arrange deliv¬ 
ery 


APPROX. 300 BEANO 
COMICS 1977 to 1984. Fair 
condition £35. Tel: 020 7018 
2102 (Eltham) 

SMALL BOTTLE WITH SHIP 

IN IT Also Mary Roser in glass 
tube £10 both. Tel: 020 8858 
7569 

DOES ANYONE COLLECT 
OLD CAMERAS as I have quite 
a few if interest. Please ring me. 
Tel: 020 8767 3806 


BEKO FREEZER x 5cm, Silver, 
good condition, only £60. Tel: 
07790 737 265 SE18 Plumstead 

DYSON UPRIGHT VACUUM 
CLEANERS upright and cylin¬ 
der shown working, serviced 
now like new. £35. Tel: 020 8692 
8449. Could arrange delivery. 

EYE LEVEL GRILL, Cooker, 
Washing Machine both in per¬ 
fect working order £50 each. 
Had to downsize. Buyer col¬ 
lects. Tel: 07594 289 124 

FRIDGE FREEZER white, 2 
years old. Paperwork available 
£99. Tel: 020 8851 3806 

HOTPOINT FRIDGE FREEZER 

FFA52 frost free 54cm, very 
good condition only £60. Tel: 
07790 737 265 SE18 Plumstead 

ONE SMALL FRIDGE FREEZE 

frost free, good condition, 53" 
long, 21" wide £60. Candy 
fridge. Tel: 07410 987 585 

WASHING MACHINE ZANUS- 
Sl AQUASICLE 1000 xc xtra 
capacity FLE 1016 W, working 
in good condition. £100. Tel: 
020 7733 1836, 07877 818 162 


140cm x 73cm x 53 deep. 
Mobile: 07823 487 618 


GARDEN TUBS large 24x24 on 
dolphin stand or classic stand 
£20 each. Tel: 020 8692 8449 


GARDEN ELECTRIC STRIM- 

MER new, by Flymo unwanted 
gift still in manufacturers box 
accept £30. Tel: 020 8692 8449 
Can arrange delivery 


RAIN WATER BUTT round, 
green with tap £20 ono. Tel: 020 
8692 8449 Can arrange delivery 



24 6"x6" LIGHT BEIGE WALL 
TILES Ideal for kitchen/bath¬ 
room, only £20 ono. Collection 
in person. Tel: Teresa 020 7403 
4541 

4 FLOURESCENT LIGHTS 

suitable for kitchen and or 
garage. Tel: 07751 434 001 

STEEL BATH white, used in 
good condition, size 
700x1700mm £50. Tel: 07984 
897 167 



NEW and NEARLY NEW 
MENS. SUITS, JACKETS and 
TROUSERS EXCELLENT 
QUALITY and CONDITION 
OFFERS WANTED please call 
07906553833 


TOP OF RANGE ELEA MAXI 
COSY PUSHCHAIR All extras, 
exc. cond £50. Tel: 020 8853 
2899 



MEN'S BALLROOM DANCING 
SHOES size 9, glossy black 
leather uppers, nubuck soles, 
as new incl wooden shoetrees. 
Tel: 07961 724 697 



SCUBA DIVERS BCD DRY 
LIFEJACKETS £50. Demand 
Valve Regulator. £50.Tel: 0208 
692 8449. 


Caravan & Camping 


STATIC CARAVANS 
FOR SALE 

Sited on 5 Star park in Clacton. 
Amazing facilities including indoor and 
outdoor swimming pool. 

Open 12 months. 

£1,500 deposit. £21 I per month 

T&C's apply 

CASH PRICE £7,995 
Call Luke 07950 127697 



shelves, has rails, doors. As 
new condition £30 ono. Height 



TV FREESAT BOX Talk Talk 
internet You View, expensive 
box, accept £65. Tel: 020 8692 
8449 



LARGE ASSORTMENT OF 
WASTE PLUMBING FITTING 

£20, Orbital Car Polisher £10, 
Rolson Knee Kicker £10, 
Plumbing shower fitting etc. 
£20. Tel: 07984 727 325 

RECIPROCATING TOOL JIG 

SAW heavy duty, in box £30 
ono. Tel: 020 8692 8449. Can 
arrange delivery. Tel: 020 8692 
8449 



MODEL RAILWAY Items want¬ 
ed by collector, good prices 
paid for your locos, rolling 
stock. All makes considered. 
Please call 020 8304 9180. 

MODEL RAILWAY TRAINS 
WANTED BY COLLECTOR 

good prices paid for your locos 
and rolling stock, all makes 
considered, please call on 020 
8304 9180 

RECORDS AND BOOKS 
WANTED LP Albums / 7" 
Singles {45's} / 12" singles, 
Various types of music accept¬ 
ed including Caribbean music, 
large collections welcome. 
Immediate call back! Tel 07788 
209 990 

RECORDS WANTED L.P 

Albums/ 7" singles (45's)/ 12" 
singles, various types of music 
accepted including Jamaican 
music collections welcome. 
Immediate call back . Call now! 
07788 209 990. 

RECORDS WANTED L.P 

Albums/ 7" singles (45's)/ 12" 
singles, disco/reggae and 
Jamaican music, funk, soul, 
rock, punk, metal. Whole col¬ 
lections welcome. Call back 
available. 07788 209 990. 

SUBBUTEO wanted, especially 
1970's football teams. Tel: 
07774 788 791 or 01344 453 
370 or MrChrisAllen@aol.com 



1 EXTRACTOR XPELAIR PRE¬ 
MIER £25, 1 Canon Pixma 272 
all in one printer £25, boxed. 1 
Fujitsu desktop computer and 
screen, boxed Fujitsu Siemans 
keyboard £85. Tel: 07984 727 
325 


Home Services 


Cleaning 




First Choice for 
cleaning 



• Domestic cleaning 

• Daily, weekly, one-off spring cleaning 

• End of tenancy cleaning 

• Office and commercial cleaning 

• After building cleaning 

• Residential and common area 

• Restaurants, pubs and bars 

• Ironing, laundry, dry cleaning 



T: 020 8452 2900 


www.cleaningteamservices.co.uk 


Roofing & Guttering 


Simmons 

Roof & Exterior Painting • Roofing Repair Specialist 

• Slates «Tiles »uPVC Cladding • New Roofs 
All Work Guaranteed 


For Free Quote Call 
07504188055 07733441166 
01702743570 



Ace Rapid Plumbing 

Toilets, Sinks, Taps, 
Radiators, Blocked 
Drains, Toilets, Leaks 
Bathroom Installations 
No call out charge! 

No job too small! 

24 hour emergency! 
07584 136 988 
020 3457 5887 


To 

advertise 
in this, 
section 
please call 

020 

8768 4921 



Open 7 Days a Week 
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To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 

Telephone Number inc. Code . CLASSIFICATION 

Town. 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) . 


London Weekly News, FREE ADS 
Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS 


ANY ITEMS UNDER £50 FREE. PETS, 
LIVESTOCK OP FIPEAPMS NOT INCLUDED. 
ITEMS OVER £50 PLEASE CALL CLARRY: 

020 8768 4931 
PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY. 
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Home 


Skip Hire / Rubbish Removal 


Leisure 


Tel: 020 8768 4939 


Forthcoming Events 


AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 


ALLAWAY 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 
ALL AREAS 
FULLY LICENSED 

020 3723 7525 
07983 973 356 

We will beat any 
quote! 



BAZAAR 

in aid of Breast Cancer now with 
breakthrough 

United Reform Church 

Corner of Harbord Street, 
Fulham Palace Road, SW6 

On Saturday 7th November 
from 11am 

Admission FREE 
Bric-a-brac, Jewellery, Toys, 
refreshments, books, 
good as new and Tombola. 


BATTERSEA 
BOOT SALE 

HARRIS ACADEMY 

BATTERSEA PARK ROAD (A3205), 
SW11 5AP 

RE-OPENS SUNDAY 
15th NOVEMBER 
1.30-5.00PM 
OPEN RAIN OR SHINE 
BUYERS ENTRY 
1.30pm -50p 
BUYERS from 12pm-£3 

SELLERS MUST BOOK IN ADVANCE 


www.batterseaboot.com 
24 HR INFO: 07941 383 588 


Homes 


Storage & Removals 


e-mail: property@slp.co.uk 
www.southlondon-today.co.uk 


Any Size Load, and Distance, Anywhere 

MAN±VAN 

AS MANY HANDS AS YOU NEED FOR AN ADDITIO NAL £10 PER HOUR PER MAN 

irtnc 

HS 


MINIMUM FEE APPLIES TO JOBS 
LESS THAN 2HRS 


STORAGE-HOUSE & RUBBISH CLEARANCES 


Tel: 02086597373 Mob: 07947994752 
Email: info@storytotell.co.uk Web: storytotell.co.uk 


Property Wanted 


MAN WITH XXL 
LUTON VAN 
Commercial 
Removals 
1 Hour £30 
Min 2 hours 
GOOD VALUE 
Reliable+Friendly 
service 
CALL JAMES 
07961 192 525 
0800 211 8623 


1>» MlV«rtlM 
In M»U 

M«U 

OflO 


I'll Buy Your House 

Houses, Flats & Land Purchased Instantly 
For Cash 

Sell today, move out later! 

Any Condition, Vacant or Tenanted 


Contact Steven Novack 


steven@novack.co.uk 

www.novack.co.uk 

07831 346 100 020 8906 4321 


Education & Tuition 


Education & Training 


Man and Van 

All types of jobs and budgets 
Office & home clearance 
Public liability insurance 

call 


07764 537007 

man4van@outlook.com 



WASTE NO TIME 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 

7 Days a week 
We will beat any 
quote. 

Call Wayne or Paul 

07956 886 351 


To 

advertise 

your 

restaurant, 
bar or 
event, 
please 
call 

020 

8768 

4921 


DLD College London 


Providing exceptional education 

TO GCSE, A LEVEL & BTEC STUDENTS 


In September 2015, DLD College has relocated to brand new, 
purpose-built premises in the heart of London overlooking 
Westminster and the River Thames. 

Visit www.dldcollege.co.uk or Call 020 7935 8411 


ABBEY DLD 

GROUP OF COLLEGES 

BIRMINGHAM CAMBRIDGE LONDON MANCHESTER 


oc 


Alpha Plus 

the gold standard in education 
part of the Alpha Plus Group Ltd. 
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Tel: 020 8768 4939 


TOTAL TEACHER TRAINING 

• Study to become QTLSJQTS qualified / 

• One y ear part-time program 

• School Placement guaranteed j 


Call now for an 
Interview with an 
education consultant 



• 0207 368 8876 
■ eoQuine«4(stcdtrain4ng.com 
S www sccdtrammg co.ut 




SCCD 


D i'SCCD CIC 
□ «SCCO_CIC' 


Public Notices 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984. 

THE HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM (20 MPH 
SPEED LIMIT) 

(CONSOLIDATION) (AMENDMEN NO. *) 
ORDER 20** 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Council of the London 
Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham propose to make the 
above named Order under section 84 of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 as amended by the Local Government 
Act 1985, and the Road Traffic Act 1991. 

2. The general effect of the proposed Order would be to amend 
the Hammersmith and Fulham (20 MPH Speed Limit) 
(Consolidation) Order 2010 (LBHF No. 737) by prohibiting 
any vehicle being driven at a speed in excess of 20 mph on 
the roads listed in the Schedule attached to this notice. 

3. A copy of the proposed Order, and of plans and documents 
giving more detailed particulars of the proposed Order, can 
be inspected during normal office hours on Mondays to 
Fridays inclusive, until 6 weeks have elapsed from the date 
on which either the Order is made or the Council decides not 
to make the Order, at: Transportation Policy Group, 
ransport and technical Services Department, Town Hall 
Extension, King Street, Hammersmith, W6 9JU. 

4. Any person wishing to object to the making of the proposed 
Order may send a statement in writing of their objection and 
the grounds on which it is made to the Assistant Director 
Highways and Engineering at the address above within 21 
days of the date of this notice being published. 

Dated this 28th day of October 2015 

Chris Bainbridge 

Head of Transport Policy & Network Management 

Transport & Technical Services 

SCHEDULE 

a) Imperial Road, between its juctions with Harwood Terrace 
and the Boulevard. 

b) Townmead Road, between its junction with Harbour Avenue 
and the north-eastern building wall of Nacovia House, 
Townmead Road. 


BRIDGET ELIZABETH 
HARPER (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925, notice 
is hereby given that any persons having a 
claim against or an interest in the Estate 
of the above named, late of 29 Redcliffe 
Close, Old Brompton Road, London 
SW5 9HY, who died on 12/12/2014 are 
required to send written particulars to 
the undersigned on or before 13/1/2016, 
after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to the 
claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

Chorus Law Ltd, Heron House, 
Timothy’s Bridge Road, 
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 9BX 


PLACE YOUR 
PREMISES LICENCE 
WITH US FOR ONLY 
£112 plus VAT 

Call Candy 

020 8768 4919 

Deadline is Friday at 3pm 
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Public Notices 


LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND 
FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
THE HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM (AUSTRALIA 
ROADMPROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2015 
THE HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM (DOCTORS 
BAYS) AMENDMENT (No. 08) ORDER 2015 
THE HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM (PARKING 
PLACES, ZONE O) AMENDMENT (No. 03) ORDER 
2015 

THE HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM (WAITING 
AND LOADING RESTRICTION) (CONSOLIDATION) 
AMENDMENT (No. 50) ORDER 2015 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the London Borough of Hammersmith and 
Fulham made the above-mentioned Orders under the powers granted by 
sections 6 and 124 of, and Part IV of Schedule 9 to, the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984 as amended. 

2. The general effect of the Hammersmith and Fulham Australia Road Prohibition of 
Traffic Order 2015 would be to prohibit vehicular traffic in the section of highway 
described in the Schedule to this Notice. This prohibition will not apply to pedal 
cyclists. 

3. The general effect of the above Parking Places Doctors Bays Amendment No. 08 
Order 2015 would be to further amend the Hammersmith and Fulham Doctors 
Parking Places Order 2005 in so far that doctors parking bays would be revoked 
in the section of highway described in the Schedule to this notice. 

4. The general effect of the above Parking Places Zone O Amendment No 03 Order 
2015 would be to further amend the Hammersmith and Fulham Parking Places, 
Zone O Order 2013 in so far that parking places would be revoked in the section 
of highway described in the Schedule to this notice. 

5. The general effect of the Hammersmith and Fulham (Waiting and Loading 
Restriction) (Consolidation) (Amendment No. 50) Orders 2015 would be to further 
amend the Hammersmith and Fulham (Waiting and Loading Restriction) 
(Consolidation) Order 2009 so that waiting and/or loading restrictions would be 
revoked in the section of highway described in the Schedule to this notice. 

6. A copy of the proposed Orders, the Councils statement of reasons for proposing 
to make the Orders and documents giving more detailed particulars of the 
proposed Orders, can be inspected during normal office hours on Mondays to 
Fridays inclusive until the end of a period of 6 weeks beginning with the date on 
which the Orders are made, or as the case may be, the Council decides not to 
make the Orders 

7. Any person wishing to object to the proposed Orders or make other 
representations should send a statement in writing to the following address : 

Transport and Technical Services Group, Highways and Engineering 
Division, Environment Department, Town Hall Extension, King Street, 
Hammersmith, W6 9JU until the expiration of 21 days from the date on which 
the notice is published. 

Dated this 28th day of Ocotber 2015 
Chris Bainbridge 

Head of Transport Policy & Network Management 
Transport & Technical Services 

SCHEDULE 

Australia Road, between its junctions with India Way and Canada Way. 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
THE HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM (PARKING 
PLACES, ZONE “A”) (AMENDMENT No. *) 
ORDER 20** 

THE HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM (PARKING 
PLACES, ZONE “V”) (AMENDMENT No. *) 
ORDER 20** 

THE HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM (WAITING 
AND LOADING RESTRICTION) (CONSOLIDATION) 
AMENDMENT (No. **) ORDER 20** 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the London Borough of Hammersmith and 

Fulham propose to make the above-mentioned Orders under the powers 
granted by sections 6, 45, 46, 49 and 124 of, and Part IV of Schedule 9 to, 
the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 as amended. 

2. The general effect of the above proposed Hammersmith and Fulham 

(Parking Places, Zone A)(Amendment No**) Order 20** would be to further 
amend The Hammersmith and Fulham (Parking Places, Zone A) Order 2008 
in so far that parking places would be amended and/or introduced and/or 
revoked in certain lengths of Felgate Mews. 

3. The general effect of the above proposed Hammersmith and Fulham 

(Parking Places, Zone ^(Amendment No**) Order 20** would be to further 
amend The Hammersmith and Fulham (Parking Places, Zone V) Order 2012 
in so far that parking places would be amended and/or introduced and/or 
revoked in certain lengths of Hemlock Road. 

4. The general effect of the Hammersmith and Fulham (Waiting and Loading 

Restriction) (Consolidation) (Amendment No. **) Order 20** would be to 
further amend the Hammersmith and Fulham (Waiting and Loading 
Restriction) (Consolidation) Order 2009 so that waiting and/or loading 
restrictions would be amended and/or introduced and/or revoked in certain 
lengths of Down Place, The Curve, Lilac Street, Hemlock Road, Studland 
Street and Felgate Mews. 

5. A copy of the proposed Orders, the Councils statement of reasons for 

proposing to make the Orders and documents giving more detailed 
particulars of the proposed Orders, can be inspected during normal office 
hours on Mondays to Fridays inclusive until the end of a period of 6 weeks 
beginning with the date on which the Orders are made, or as the case may 
be, the Council decides not to make the Orders. 

6. Any person wishing to object to the proposed Orders or make other 

representations should send a statement in writing to the following address: 
Transport and Technical Services Group, Highways and Engineering 
Division, Environment Department, Town Hall Extension, King Street, 
Hammersmith, W6 9JU until the expiration of 21 days from the date on 
which the notice is published. 

Dated this 9th day of October 2015 
Chris Bainbridge 

Head of Transport Policy & Network Management 
Transport & Technical Services 


Local Planning Applications 

London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 


h sS^f 


putting residents first 


PLANNING (LISTED 
BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) 

ACT 1990 

I give notice that 
applications have been 
made to the Council of the 
London Borough of 
Hammersmith & Fulham as 
follows: 

FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH 
MAY AFFECT THE 
CHARACTER OR 
APPEARANCE OF A 
CONSERVATION AREA 
Former BBC Television 
Centre Wood Lane W1 

22015/02497/FUL 
Alterations to south eastern 
elevation of BBC Studios 2 and 
3 comprising installation of 10 
louvred panels at second floor 
level and installation of new 
louvre window on Scenery 
runway elevation (Revised 
Description of Development). 

II Gunterstone Road W14 

2015/04950/FR3 
Replacement of existing single 
glazed, timber, vertical sliding 
sash windows to the front 
elevation with new double 
glazed timber, vertical sliding 
sash windows. Replacement of 
existing single glazed timber, 
vertical sliding sash windows to 
the rear and side elevations with 
new double glazed PVCu 
vertical sliding sash Rehau 
Heritage windows. Replacement 
of existing timber door to the 
side elevation with new double 
glazed PVCu door. 

110 Sinclair Road W14 

2015/04962/FUL 
Minor material amendment to 
previously approved planning 
permission ref: 2015/02138/FUL 
granted 17th July 2015 for the 
‘Erection of an additional floor 
at roof level with associated 
skylight; formation of a roof 
terrace at fourth floor level to 
the rear elevation; erection of 
masonry parapet to the front 
elevation at fourth floor level.’ 
Amendments to the rear glazing 
at fourth floor level to the rear 
elevation. 

White City One Media 
Village W12 

2015/04899/FUL 

Replacement of external glazing 
on outward and inward-facing 
elevations within the internal 
courtyard along with the partial 
replacement of external 
cladding panels 
Flat Basement And Ground 
Floors 57 Gunterstone 
Road W142015/04741/FUL 
Erection of rear extensions at 
upper ground and lower ground 
floor level; excavation of the 
front and rear garden to form 
lightwells in connection with the 
creation of a new basement; 
alterations to the rear 
fenestration at lower ground and 
upper ground floor level; 
enlargement of the existing 
terrace including the erection of 
new railings at upper ground 
floor level to the rear elevation; 
erection of new external steps 
from lower ground floor to 
garden level and extending the 
party wall at the rear of the 
property; installation of a new 
door to the side of single storey 
extension at lower ground floor 
level to the front of the property. 
13 Kimbell Gardens SW6 

2015/04372/FUL 
Demolition and rebuilding of 
entire building with exception of 
existing front facade and party 
walls; Erection of a rear roof 
extension involving an increase 
in the ridge height by 250mm; 
erection of a rear extension at 
second floor level, on top of 
existing back addition; erection 
of a single storey rear extension, 
to the side and rear of the 
existing back addition; 
excavation of front garden and 
part of rear garden to form 
lightwells, in connection with the 
creation of a new basement 
(amended description) 

146- 148 Old Oak Road 
W3 2015/04879/FUL 

Use of property nos. 146 and 
148 Old Oak Road as a single 
family dwellinghouse. 


1 Binden Road W12 

2015/04659/FUL 

Conversion of property from a 
self-contained single family 
dwelling house into 2no. 
seperate self-contained single 
family dwelling houses. 

London Grove Hotel 102 
Hammersmith Grove W6 

2015/04966/FUL 
Erection of a single storey 
timber framed and clad annexe 
building to the rear of the rear 
garden to contain an additional 
one bedroom unit for the 
existing hotel. 

Maisonette First And 
Second Floor 
66 Sedlescombe Road 
SW6 2015/04968/FUL 

Installation of 2no. rooflights in 
the front roofslope and 2no. 
rooflights in the rear roofslope; 
and replacement of 2no. 
windows at second floor level 
and 2no. windows at first floor 
level on the rear elevation with 
double-glazed timber windows. 
31A North End Road W14 
2015/04948/ADV 
Display of one externally 
illuminated and one non 
illuminated fascia signs; display 
of an externally illuminated 
projecting sign. 

Advertising Under Bridge 
Wood Lane White City 
W12 2015/04915/ADV 

Display of an internally 
illuminated advertisement panel 
measuring 3m (height) x 12m 
(width) x 0.4m (depth) following 
the removal of 2no existing 
advertisement panels. 

26 Finlay Street SW6 

2015/04995/FUL 
Erection of a rear extension at 
second floor level over part of 
the existing back addition; 
formation of a roof terrace at 
second floor level to the rear 
elevation. 

1 Rylett Studios 
77 Rylett Crescent W12 

2015/04791/FUL 
Change of use of the existing 
building from office (Class B1) 
into 1 x 4 bedroom single family 
dwellinghouse (Class C3); 
formation of a roof terrace at 
first floor to the side elevation; 
installation of 2no rooflights in 
the side roofslope; installation of 
a new window to replace the 
existing door at ground floor 
level to the front elevation. 

23 Agate Road W6 

2015/04922/FUL 
Excavation of the front and rear 
garden to form lightwells in 
connection with the 
enlargement of the existing 
basement. 

34 Ravenscourt Gardens 
W6 2015/04988/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof 
extension; erection of a rear 
extension at second floor level 
over part of the existing back 
addition; installation of 3no 
rooflights in the front roofslope. 
21 Richford Street W6 

2015/04934/FUL 
Erection of a single storey rear 
extension, to the side and rear 
of the existing back addition at 
lower ground floor level; 
erection of a single storey 
extension, to the side of the 
existing back addition at ground 
floor level; erection of a rear 
extension at first floor level; 
replace existing windows from 
uPVC to timber sash windows 
to front elevation. 

212 New King’s Road SW6 
2015/04924/FUL 
Change of use of part of the 
ground floor from retail (Class 
A1) into an office (Class B1); 
formation of a plant enclosure at 
roof level; alterations to the 
external fenestration at ground 
floor level to include removal of 
existing doors and windows, 
installation of new windows to 
the northern, southern and 
western elevation of the 
building; installation of new 
double glazed entrance doors 
and double glazed sliding 
folding doors to the southern 
elevation, and new double 
glazed doors to the western 
elevation of the building; 
alterations to the rooftop of the 
single storey building; 
associated external alterations. 


100 Brook Green W6 

2015/04947/FUL 

Erection of a part one, part two, 
part three storey extension at 
ground, first and second floor 
level to the side of the main 
dwellinghouse following the 
demolition of the single storey 
outbuilding in the rear garden, 
demolition of part of ground 
floor and first floor extension to 
the side of the main building; 
erection of a two storey rear 
extension at ground and first 
floor level following partial 
demolition of the single storey 
back addition; installation of a 
new dormer window in the rear 
roofslope; replacement of 2no 
windows with new windows at 
second floor level, replacement 
of 2no windows with French 
doors and Juliet balconies at 
first floor level, replacement of 
existing doors and windows 
with new French doors at 
ground floor level to the rear 
elevation; replacement of 
existing windows with new 
double glazed windows to the 
front elevation; erection of a 
single storey bike store, new 
brick columns, pedestrian 
entrance gate and railings on 
top of existing boundary wall at 
the front of the property; 
erection of a rear garden 
boundary wall; paving of the 
front garden, associated 
landscaping and external 
alterations. 

Westcott Lodge 22 Lower 
Mall W6 2015/05045/FUL 

Installation of CCTV cameras 
(4no to the north eastern 
elevation, 3no to the south 
western elevation and 1 no to 
the north western elevation). 

The Quadrangle 
49 Atalanta Street SW6 

2015/05016/FUL 
Erection of a single storey glass 
extension to Unit 8 at southern 
elevation of the building. 

15 Gowan Avenue SW6 

2015/04982/FUL 
Demolition of the existing 
building, with the exception of 
the front facade, and erection of 
a part one, part two, part three 
storey building plus basement 
level including front and rear 
lightwells for use as a single 
dwellinghouse. 

Bus Shelter Outside 25-27 
Shepherd’s Bush Green 
London 2015/04861/ADV 

Display of a freestanding 
internally illuminated double 
sided led screen on the public 
highway measuring 2.370m 
(height) x 1.338m (width) x 
0350m (depth). 

The Quadrangle 
49 Atalanta Street SW6 

2015/05003/FUL 
Alterations to the front elevation 
at second floor level including 
the installation of doors to 
replace the existing windows, 
replacement of the existing 
curved gable feature with a 
parapet between the pilasters 
and stone finials, installation of 
obscured glass panel balustrade 
and handrail to the northern 
boundary, in connection with 
the formation of roof terrace; 
installation of obscure film to 
the existing northern windows 
to the front elevation at second 
floor level. 

The Quadrangle 
49 Atalanta Street SW6 

2015/05004/FUL 
Erection of an extension at roof 
level to house an internal 
staircase; including erection of 
1.1m (high) glass balustrades 
around the flat roof at roof level 
in connection the formation of a 
terrace; installation of 3no 
rooflights over the main flat roof 
at roof level. 

The Vineyard 

76 Hurlingham Road SW6 
2015/05008/FUL 

Demolition of existing single 
storey potting shed; partial 
demolition of boundary wall 
facing Bettridge Road. 


FOR CONSERVATION AREA 
CONSENT (DEMOLITION 
WORK) 

FOR LISTED BUILDING 
CONSENT 

Westcott Lodge 22 Lower 
Mall W6 2015/05046/LBC 

Installation of CCTV cameras 
(4no to the north eastern 
elevation, 3no to the south 
western elevation and 1 no to 
the north western elevation). 

The Vineyard 76 Hurlingham 
Road SW6 2015/05009/LBC 
Demolition of existing single 
storey potting shed; partial 
demolition of boundary wall 
facing Bettridge Road. 

FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH 
MAY AFFECT THE SETTING 
OR CONTEXT OF A LISTED 
BUILDING 

Former BBC Television 
Centre Wood Lane 

W122015/02497/FUL 

Alterations to south eastern 
elevation of BBC Studios 2 and 
3 comprising installation of 10 
louvred panels at second floor 
level and installation of new 
louvre window on Scenery 
runway elevation (Revised 
Description of Development). 
618 Fulham Road SW6 

2015/04969/FUL 
Change of use of the ground 
floor from retail (Class A1) into a 
restaurant (Class A3); erection 
of rear extensions at ground and 
first floor level; installation of an 
extract flue at the rear of the 
property; installation of a new 
shopfront. 

Westcott Lodge 22 Lower 
Mall W6 2015/05045/FUL 

Installation of CCTV cameras 
(4no to the north eastern 
elevation, 3no to the south 
western elevation and 1 no to 
the north western elevation). 

22 Valliere Road NW10 

2015/05025/FUL 
Erection of a rear roof 
extension; erection of a single 
storey rear extension, to the 
side of the existing back 
addition; and installation of 2no. 
rooflights in the front roofslope. 
Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 
22nd November 2015. See 
below for ways of commenting 
on applications. 

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) ORDER 2013 
NOTICES UNDER 
REGULATION 13 
Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 
22nd November 2015. See 
below for ways of commenting 
on applications. 

Signed: NIGEL PALLACE 
Executive Director for Transport 
and Technical Services 
on behalf of HAMMERSMITH & 
FULHAM COUNCIL 
You can view applications, 
make comments and monitor 
their progress on our website: 
www.lbhf.qov.uk/planninq . Click 
on the ‘Planning Online’ logo on 
the Planning Home Page. 

You can also E-mail comments 
to: plancomments@lbhf.qov.uk 
You can also inspect details of 
applications using computers at 
our office RECEPTION FIRST 
FLOOR HAMMERSMITH 
TOWN HALL EXTENSION KING 
STREET W6 between 9.00am 
and 5.00pm, Monday to Friday, 
excluding public holidays. 

If you want to make comments 
on applications please E-mail 
them through our website or 
post them to DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT SERVICE 
ENVIRONMENT SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT TOWN HALL 
KING STREET W6 9JU by 
the date shown above. Please 
include the application reference 
number and the name of the 
planning officer. We will try to 
consider any representations 
received after the date indicated 
but this cannot be guaranteed 
so please reply promptly. For 
initial enquiries call our 
information and reception 
service on 020 8753 1081 or 
020 8753 1082. 


@ lbhf.gov.uk/ 

nninq 

Online *“ y 

Send us your comments about 
planning applications via our 
website: www.lbhf.gov.uk/planning 


Hammersmith & Fulham Council 
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LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(UXBRIDGE ROAD) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith 
and Fulham hereby gives notice that in order to 
facilitate Thames Water works in Uxbridge Road, it 
intends to make an Order the effect of which would 
prohibit vehicular traffic in the above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised 
traffic signs are displayed the bus lane on the north 
side of Uxbridge Road between its junctions with Tunis 
Road and Loftus Road. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in articles 2 will be not be 
required. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit 
reasonable access to premises, so far as it is practical 
without interference with the execution of the said 
work and for works vehicles, any vehicle being used in 
connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes 
and anything done with the permission or at the 
direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on the Monday 
23rd November 2015 and would be valid for a 
maximum period of 18 months or until works are 
completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Monday 
23rd November 2015 and last for 3 days. The dates 
specified are for guidance and informative purposes 
only and works may extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 28th day of October 2015. 

Chris Bainbridge 

Head of Transport Policy & Network Management 

Transport & Technical Services 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(CARNWATH ROAD III) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith 
and Fulham hereby gives notice that in order to 
facilitate crane operation works in the above named 
road, it made an Order the effect of which would 
prohibit traffic in a section of the above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised 
traffic signs are displayed, no person shall cause any 
vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, load or unload in 
Carnwath Road outside Nos. 82 to 104 Carnwath 
Road. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would be in 
place via Peterborough Road and Sulivan Road. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit 
reasonable access to premises, so far as it is practical 
without interference with the execution of the said 
work and for works vehicles, any vehicle being used in 
connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes 
and anything done with the permission or at the 
direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on Saturday, 7th 
November 2015 and would be valid for a maximum 
period of 18 months or until works are completed, 
whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Saturday, 
7th November 2015 and last for 2 days. With a back up 
start date scheduled for Saturday, 21st November 
2015. The dates specified are for guidance and 
informative purposes only and works may extend 
outside these dates. 

Dated this 28th day of October 2015. 

Chris Bainbridge 

Head of Transport Policy & Network Management 

Transport & Technical Services 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(RICKETT STREET/ROXBY PLACE) 
TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith 
and Fulham hereby gives notice that in order to 
facilitate Thames Water repair works in the above 
named road, it intends to make an Order the effect of 
which would prohibit traffic in the above named roads. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised 
traffic signs are displayed, no person shall cause any 
vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, load or unload in Rickett 
Street and Roxby Place. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would not be 
required. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit 
reasonable access to premises, so far as it is practical 
without interference with the execution of the said 
work and for works vehicles, any vehicle being used in 
connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes 
and anything done with the permission or at the 
direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on Monday, 23rd 
Novemeber 2015 and would be valid for a maximum 
period of 18 months or until works are completed, 
whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Monday, 
23rd November 2015 and last for 2 weeks. The dates 
specified are for guidance and informative purposes 
only and works may extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 12th day of October 2015. 

Chris Bainbridge 

Head of Transport Policy & Network Management 

Transport & Technical Services 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(WATERFORD ROAD) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith 
and Fulham hereby gives notice that in order to 
facilitate british telecommunication works in Waterford 
Road, it intends to make an Order the effect of which 
would prohibit vehicular traffic in the above named 
road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised 
traffic signs are displayed, no person shall cause any 
vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, load or unload in the left 
hand lane in the section of Waterford Road at its 
junction with New King’s Road. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in articles 2 will be in 
place via New King’s Road, Britannia Road and Moore 
Park Road 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit 
reasonable access to premises, so far as it is practical 
without interference with the execution of the said 
work and for works vehicles, any vehicle being used in 
connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes 
and anything done with the permission or at the 
direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on the Monday 
23rd November 2015 and would be valid for a 
maximum period of 18 months or until works are 
completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Monday 
23rd November 2015 and last for 2 day. The dates 
specified are for guidance and informative purposes 
only and works may extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 28th day of October 2015. 

Chris Bainbridge 

Head of Transport Policy & Network Management 

Transport & Technical Services 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(HAMMERSMITH ROAD) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith 
and Fulham hereby gives notice that in order to 
facilitate utility repair works in Hammersmith Road, it 
made an Order the effect of which would suspend a 
section of the northbound bus lane in a section of the 
above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised 
traffic signs are displayed, the north-eastbound bus 
lane on Hammersmith Road will be suspended 
between North End Road and Earsby Street. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would not be 
required. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit 
reasonable access to premises, so far as it is practical 
without interference with the execution of the said 
work and for works vehicles, any vehicle being used in 
connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes 
and anything done with the permission or at the 
direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on the Monday, 
9th November 2015 and would be valid for a maximum 
period of 18 months or until works are completed, 
whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Monday, 
9th November 2015 and last for 3 day. The dates 
specified are for guidance and informative purposes 
only and works may extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 28th day of October 2015. 

Chris Bainbridge 

Head of Transport Policy & Network Management 

Transport & Technical Services 


LONDON BOROUGH 
OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(BRADMORE PARK ROAD) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith 
and Fulham hereby gives notice that in order to 
facilitate Thames Water works in Bradmore Park Road, 
it intends to make an Order the effect of which would 
prohibit vehicular traffic in the above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised 
traffic signs are displayed, no person shall cause any 
vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, load or unload in the left 
hand lane in the section of Bradmore Park Road at its 
junction with Glenthorne Road. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in articles 2 will be in 
place via Glenthorne Road, Beadon Road, 
Hammersmith Broadway, King Street, Studland Street, 
Glenthorne Road, Lamington Street and Atwood 
Road. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit 
reasonable access to premises, so far as it is practical 
without interference with the execution of the said 
work and for works vehicles, any vehicle being used in 
connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes 
and anything done with the permission or at the 
direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on the Sunday 
15th November 2015 and would be valid for a 
maximum period of 18 months or until works are 
completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Sunday 
15th November 2015 and last for 1 day. The dates 
specified are for guidance and informative purposes 
only and works may extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 28th day of October 2015. 

Chris Bainbridge 

Head of Transport Policy & Network Management 

Transport & Technical Services 


Hammersmith & Fulham Council 
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BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
THE HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM (PARKING 
PLACES, ZONE “G”) (AMENDMENT No. 4) ORDER 2015 
THE HAMMMERSMITH AND FULHAM (BUS LANE) 
(CONSOLIDATION) (AMENDMENT No. 5) ORDER 2015 
THE HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM (WAITING AND 
LOADING RESTRICTION) (CONSOLIDATION) 
AMENDMENT (No. 52) ORDER 2015 
THE HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM (LOADING BAY) 
AMENDMENT No. 14) ORDER 2015 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the London Borough of Hammersmith and 
Fulham made the above-mentioned Orders under the powers granted by 
sections 6, 45, 46, 49 and 124 of, and Part IV of Schedule 9 to, the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 as amended. 

2. The general effect of the above Hammersmith and Fulham (Parking Places, 

Zones G)(Amendment No. 4) Order 2015, would be to further amend The 
Hammersmith and Fulham (Parking Places, Zone G) Order 2013 in so far that 
parking places would be amended and/or introduced and/or revoked in certain 
lengths of Woodger Road, Bamborough Gardens, Goldhawk Road and Pennard 
Rd. 

3. The general effect of the Hammersmith and Fulham (Bus Lane) (Consolidation) 
(Amendment No. 5) Order 2015 would be to amend the Hammersmith and 
Fulham (Bus Lane) (Consolidation) Order 2010 so as to 

a) revoke sections of bus only route which lies in Goldhawk Rd. 

b) reduce sections of bus only route which lies in Goldhawk Rd. 

4. The general effect of the Hammersmith and Fulham (Waiting and Loading 
Restriction) (Consolidation) (Amendment No. 52) Order 2015 would be to further 
amend the Hammersmith and Fulham (Waiting and Loading Restriction) 
(Consolidation) Order 2009 so that waiting and/or loading restrictions would be 
amended and/or introduced and/or revoked in certain lengths of Coverdale 
Road, Goldhawk Road, Hopgood Street, Lime Grove, Pennard Road, Richford 
Street, Titmuss Street. 

5. The general nature and effect of the Hammersmith and Fulham (Loading Bay) 
(Consolidation) (Amendment No. 14) Traffic Order 2015 would be to amend the 
Hammersmith and Fulham (Loading Bay) (Consolidation) Traffic Order 2011 so as 
to introduce and/or revoked loading bays on Pennard Road, Uxbridge Road, 
Frithville Gardens, Lime Grove, Pennard Road, Bamborough Gardens and 
Goldhawk Road. 

6. The general effect of the above mentioned Orders will all come into operation on 
the 6th November 2015. 

7. A copy of the Orders, the Councils statement of reasons for proposing to make 
the Orders and documents giving more detailed particulars of the Orders, can be 
inspected during normal office hours on Mondays to Fridays inclusive until the 
end of a period of 6 weeks beginning with the date on which the Orders are 
made, or as the case may be, the Council decides not to make the Orders 

8. Any person wishing to object to the Orders or make other representations should 
send a statement in writing to the following address: Transport and Technical 
Services Group, Highways and Engineering Division, Environment 
Department, Town Hall Extension, King Street, Hammersmith, W6 9JU until 
the expiration of 21 days from the date on which the notice is published. 

Dated this 22nd day of October 2015 

Chris Bainbridge 

Head of Transport Policy & Network Management 

Transport & Technical Services 


LICENSING ACT 2003 
Application For Grant of Premises Licence 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that L ’AMI JAC of 31 Kenley Walk, 
London Wll 4XG has applied to the Royal Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea for the grant of a Premises Licence to sell wine online. 
Collection from 8.00am to 8.00pm every day. No alcohol to be consumed 
on the premises for the premises L ’AMI JAC situated at 31 Kenley 
Walk, London Wll 4XG. 

A register of licensing applications can be inspected at 
http://www.rbkc.gov.uk/environmentandtransport/licensingregisters.aspx 
or at Council Offices, 37 Pembroke Road, London W8 6PW, Tel: 020 
7341 5152, by appointment with the Licensing Team between 10am and 
4pm Monday to Friday. 

Any person wishing to submit representations to my/our application 
must give notice in writing to the licensing authority at the address show 
above, giving in detail the grounds of objection by 24th November 2015. 
The Council will not entertain representations where the writer requests 
that his identity remains anonymous. Copies of all representations will 
be included in the papers presented to the Licensing Sub-Committee and 
will therefore pass into the public domain. Representations must relate to 
one of the four Licensing Objectives: the prevention of crime and 
disorder, public safety, the prevention of public nuisance and the 
protection of children from harm. In the case of an application for a 
provisional statement, please note that representations will be restricted 
once a statement has been issued. 

It is an offence to knowingly or recklessly make a false statement in 
connection with a licensing application, and the maximum fine for which 
a person is liable on summary conviction for that offence shall not 
exceed level 5 on the standard scale (£5,000). 


BRENDA ENID BELL 

(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925, notice 
is hereby given that any persons having 
a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the above named, late of 32A 
Vereker Road, West Kensington, London 
W14 9JS, who died on 13/7/2014 are 
required to send written particulars to 
the undersigned on or before 13/1/2016, 
after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to the 
claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

Chorus Law Ltd, Heron House, 
Timothy’s Bridge Road, 
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 9BX 
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WEEKLY JOBS 


Call: 


0208 768 4919 

Fax: 

0208 776 8863 

Email: 

candy.brown@slp.co.uk 


L*tn4*<x 

Duty Coordinator 

£21,311 per annum inclusive plus on call 
allowance (36 hours per week) 

Following reorganisation, we are recruiting a 
second Duty Coordinator to support our 
operational teams. You will undertake a broad 
range of work co-ordination and administrative 
tasks such as creating staff rotas, arranging cover 
and responding to requests for support. You will 
ensure that information is passed on to the right 
people, so that a reliable and consistent level of 
support is provided and accurate up-to-date 
records are maintained. 

The successful candidate will have: 

• Excellent communication skills andthe ability to 

deal sensitively with callers. 

• Experience of administrative work and of 
maintaining and reporting from a database. 

• Excellent organisation and team working 

abilities. 

• Experience of supporting people with learning 

disabilities. 

We offer a friendly working environment, regular 
supervision and training opportunities. 

For an application pack please visit Lambeth 
Mencap website. 

Please note that we do not accept CVs. 
Closing date: Friday 27th November 2015 
Interview date: Wednesday 9th December 2015 
Equality and Diversity is central to all we do. 


I DUCKS 

I KINDERGARTEN & INFANTS’ SCHOOL 

C* /j7/ 4 


EARLY YEARS 
PRACTITIONER 

40 hours per week 
January 2016 


Following our recent ISI inspection in which we 
were awarded 'Outstanding' and 'Excellent', we 
are keen to maintain continual improvement and 
development. We are looking to recruit, a level 3 
qualified, innovative colleague to join our team 
working with two and three year otds to support 
us to continue developing our school for the 
benefit of children and families. 

Closing date 4.00pm on 5 November 2015 

Further details are available from 
www.dulwich.org.uk/appointments or by 
contacting 020 8299 9326. 

We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. 
A DBS Disclosure is required to Enhanced level. Charity 1150064. 


&k I DULWICH COLLEGE 

Ip I FOUNDED 1619 

iff it n z: 


DEPUTY FACILITIES 
MANAGER 

£30,000 per annum 
40 hours per week 


Dulwich College is an independent boys’ school situated 
in a beautiful 70 acre campus just 11 minutes by train 
from London Victoria. 

A Deputy Facilities Manager is required to work as 
part of an in-house management team to provide an 
efficient, customer focused service. 

Closing Date: 4pm on 16 November 2015 
with interviews on 25 November 2015. 

Further details are available from 
www.dulwich.org.uk/appointments or by 
contacting 0208 299 9326 

We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. 

A DBS Disclosure is required to Enhanced level. Charity 1150064 


Well established company in New Covent 
Garden Fruit and Vegetable Market 

has opportunities for the right candidate 

FOR NIGHT DUTIES. 

Must have a good telephone manner, be 
computer literate and hold a full driving licence. 
Please contact Mrs Thacker between the hours 
of 8am and 2pm on 

0207 501 0900 


Recruiting Now in this Aren 5 
Working Partners Wanted 

Distributors required for a Health, Nutrition & Wellness International 
company. Great opportunity for those who want to build a 
business working from home Full/PT. 

FREE training given with excellent commission & benefits. 

Please Call 07780 751 696 


FUNERAL 

OPERATIVES 

Full time and Part time 

Clean driving licence 
required for lull time 
position. 

Must have a smart 
appearance and be polite. 
This position does involve 
lifting and driving. 
Reliability is essential for 
full or part time. 
Contact 

Stephen or Warwick on 

020 8678 1668 



Electricians mates 
required. 

Must have experience 
to assist an electrician 
on occupied Domestic 
Installation. 

Only experienced need 
apply. 

Telephone: 0208 694 
9924 or send CV's to: 
ajbelectrical@aol.com 


Well established 
company in New 
Covent Garden Fruit 
and Vegetable Market 

has a vacancy for an 

EXPERIENCED 
CLASS 1 HGV DRIVER 

needed for deliveries 
between the UK and 
France. 

Please contact 
Mrs Thacker 
between the hours of 
8am and 2pm on 

0207 501 0900 


French Native 
Teacher 

with qualifications, experience 
and a fun approach, to teach 
young children aged from 3-7 
in Central London. 

£28 per hour. Part-time 
schedule. November start. 
Training given. 

E mail CVs to 

ClubFrereJacques@aol.com 

or call 

020 8881 9784 

www.LeClubFrereJacques 


LIBRA 

C0ACHW0RKS LTD 

Telephone - 0207 733 2589 
info@libracoachworks.co.uk 


EXPERIENCED 


PANEL BEATER 


REQUIRED FOR 


IMMEDIATE START 


Comoetitive salary + bonus 


Please call, email or send 
CV to Libra Coachworks Ltd, 
1 Dylan Rd, SE24 OHL 



PART-TIME CASUAL 
CHAUFFEUR/BEARER 

required for the Funeral 
Industry. Training given, 
uniform provided, PAYE, 
holiday pay. 

£7.75 per hour 

Own transport 

Call 07930 818 776 


OUT OF 
WORK? 


Join Job Seekers Club 
57-59 Trinity Road 
SW17 7SD 


Ring Walter: 

020 7738 2455 

walter.coles@btinternet.com 


School Term Time 
Chef's-Catering 
Assistants - KP's 

Dartford-Chislehurst- 

Wilmington-Orpington- 

Swanscombe 

Apply on line 

www.inde D endentcaterina.co.uk 

To 

advertise 
in this, 
section 
please call 

020 

8768 4921 


GET 

NOTICED 

ADVERTISE 

YOUR 

BUSINESS HERE 

CALL 

02087684920 
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Rangers stung by 
Bees after 50 years 


R ANGERS had gone 50 years without 
losing a competitive fixture to their 
west London neighbours Brentford 
but that long wait ended in misery for the 
R’s just five-odd miles up the road at 
Griffin Park. 


That’s three London 
derby losses to nil this 
season for R’s, who 
capitulated 4-0 at 
Fulham in September 
while their 2-0 defeat at 
Charlton back in August 
now looks even worse 
with second-bottom 
Addicks fast plunging 
towards the trap door 
into League One. 

Speaking ahead of 
Tuesday’s testing trip to 
Championship 
promotion-chasing 
Derby County, QPR 
head coach Chris 
Ramsey said: “I feel for 
the fans, of course I do. 
We understand there’s a 
lot of bragging rights 
connected to these 
fixtures. 

“It will be a sleepless 
night for me tonight, 
thinking about them 
going home with 
another loss in a derby. 
But we can only do our 
best to try and bounce 
back.” 

Not even the return of 
star striker Charlie 
Austin, on as a 
substitute for the last 
half an hour following 
five weeks out with a 
hamstring injury, could 
make any difference to 
the outcome of QPR’s 
first visit to Brentford in 
11 years. 

Massimo Luongo was 
twice denied by the 
frame of the goal in the 
first half, before Marco 
Djuricin’s 56th minute 
winner gave Bees a lead 
they never looked like 
relinquishing in front of 
the Sky TV cameras. 

After two consecutive 
clean sheets, it was an 
awful way to concede 


the game. Skipper 
Nedum Onuoha 
inexplicably stopped 
and tried to play an 
offside that was never 
on, allowing Alan Judge 
to run into acres of 
space behind R’s back 
four before whipping a 
low cross into the near¬ 
post for Djuricin, 
arriving ahead of his 
marker Clint Hill, to 
slam home past Robert 
Green. 

But it wasn’t only R’s 
defenders who were 
culpable. Jay 
Emmanuel-Thomas, the 


was tame. 

But whether they are 
fresh out of the Premier 
League or not, R’s have 
no right to expect to beat 
any team in the second 
tier. 

When fans abuse 
Ramsey for perceived 
underachievement, they 
need to take a reality 


m 


LOFTUS ROAD 
RANGERS REVIEW 

With Tony McDonald 


team, but we created 
the more clear-cut 
chances. We hit the post 
twice in the first half 
check and ask themselves and we need to keep on 
if any other manager the 


club is likely to attract 
now could do any better. 

Could Neil Warnock, 
for example, make R’s 
harder to beat, while at 


creating those chances. 

“Unfortunately, if you 
don’t take your 
opportunities, the 
momentum swings. 
Those missed chances 


the same time inject more have ultimately cost us. 
firepower at the other “We’re defending 

end? Very doubtful. better now. 

QPR finished bottom of Unfortunately, we gave 
the pile last season for a the ball away too much 
good reason - their at times tonight and 

players simply weren’t surrendered possession 

good enough. Whether cheaply for the goal. 



hero of their recent 
home win over MK 
Dons, lost the ball in a 
key area of the field to 
hand Brentford the 
initiative. 

At the other end, Matt 
Phillips should have 
scored but his header 


Brentford are a good 
passing side. That 
meant we had to do 


■ CHARLIE Austin returned from injury and how R's need him to quickly get back 
on the goalscoring trail 

they are capable of even 
reaching the play-offs 
this season remains to be 
seen. In the meantime, 
expect them to be 
consistently inconsistent. 

Ramsey said: “I 
thought Brentford played 
some slick football 
tonight, they’re a good 


extra leg work. 

“But, all in all, we 
still created chances. 

We just couldn’t take 
them.” 

Ramsey eluded to the 
inconsistency that 
plagues his and most 
other Championship 
teams by adding: 

“We’re still a work-in- 
progress. With a little 
more luck, we could 
have got something this 
evening. 

“There’s still a long 
way to go -1 still 
believe there’s much 
more to come from this 
group of players. 

“Yes, we know we 
can improve on certain 
areas of our game but 
this defeat feels harsh.” 

■ MIDFIELDER 
Massimo Luongo has 
once again been called 
up by Australia for 
their World Cup 
qualifiers in 
November. 

The 22-year-old will 
travel to Australia to 
face Kyrgystan on 
November 12 before 
heading to Bangladesh 
on the 17th. 

He will then return to 
QPR ahead of R’s trip 
to Middlesbrough on 
Friday, November 19. 

Australia are currently 
second in Group B in 
Round 2 of 
qualification. 


FOOTBALL FIXTURES 

Saturday, November 7 

Stoke City v CHELSEA, 5.30 
FULHAM v Birmingham City, 3.00 
QPR v Preston North End, 3.00 


BETTIN£ BANTER 


WITH Fulham scoring goals for fun these 
days, it's reasonable to believe that at 
least one of Whites'strikers will be among 
the Championship's leading scorers at the 
end of the season. 

I'm tempted to have a crafty fiver on in¬ 
form Moussa Dembele', who added two 
more to his tally in Saturday's big win at 
Bristol City. The teenager has now scored 
four goals in his last two games and eight in 
16 appearances in all competitions this 
season. 

Before Tuesday's visit to Burnley, you could 
back the young Frenchman at odds of 33-1 
(34.0) with Betway - and it wouldn't be the 
worst outside bet of your life. 

At 13-1 (14.0), his Fulham team-mate Ross 
McCormack is joint third favourite (along 
with Nick Blackman and Andre Gray) behind 
Chris Martin (Derby, 7-1) and Jordan Rhodes 


(Blackburn, 8-1). By scoring once in 
Saturday's 4-1 cruise at Bristol City, 
McCormack stayed level with Dembele' on 
seven league goals each for the season. 

But west London has a third contender 
who many seem to be overlooking. After five 
weeks on the sidelines, Charlie Austin is still 
only two goals behind Championship 
pacesetter Blackman (Reading). 

QPR's fans who know the striker's 
capabilities might fancy a punt on him at a 
best-price of 20-1 (21.0) with Bet Victor and 
Betfair. Despite his absence, his first 10 
games of this season yielded seven goals 
and if Austin quickly recaptures his scoring 
touch, those odds will shorten rapidly. 

Austin is a proven goalscorer- he 
plundered 17 in a side rock bottom of the 
Premier League last season - and if he can 
avoid further injuries this campaign, he 


should be there or thereabouts in the final 
Championship goals reckoning. 

No doubt Chelsea fans laughed at last 
week's banter item about the Essex-based 
punter who, at the start of the season, had 
seven quid on Blues to be relegated at odds 
of 2,000-1. Well, I hear the latest debacle at 
Stamford Bridge had him feverishly 
searching for his betting slip in order to put it 
somewhere nice and safe, just in case... 

We know it won't happen but that hasn't 
stopped bookies from slashing those odds 
against the unthinkable from 1,000-1 to 500- 
1, although cautious Coral are only offering 
100-1 against Blues going down. 

For those of you not afraid to back at odds- 
on, Coral are the best priced 8/13 (1.62) 
about Chelsea NOT to finish in the top four. 

Good luck-and always bet responsibly. 

Tony McDonald 



■ ROSS McCormack scored from a long-range free-kick at Bristol. 


■ FULHAM continued 
from back page 

"Obviously, especially first half, I 
thought we were excellent and we 
scored four very good goals," said 
manager Kit Symons. 

"But as clinical as it was first half, 
we had some very good 
opportunities in the early part of the 
second half to really kill the game off. 

"I said to the players afterwards, 
'you can't be too critical after a 
performance and a result like that 
but I want us to be the very best we 
can be'. So there were occasions 
where our defending and decision¬ 
making could have been better and 
we could have been a bit more 
clinical. 

"But to score four goals away from 
home is an achievement, and we 
played very well." 

Symons has been accused by fans 
of being tactically naive and 
inflexible but at Bristol he showed he 
can adapt tactics to suit certain 
situations. Fulham's 5-3-2 - or 3-5-2 
when on the offensive - cut City to 
ribbons. Make no mistake, Whites are 
one of the best passing teams in the 
division and players who are 
comfortable on the ball. And when 
they attack in numbers, they can 
easily overwhelm teams, as Reading 
and Bristol City have found to their 
cost. 

Symons continued: "We changed 
our shape today, it's something I've 
been looking at doing for quite a 
while. I thought we had the right 
personnel to do that and it sort of 


matched up with them, nullified 
their threat and caused them 
problems." 

Such is the fickle nature of football, 
some of the fans who were booing 
and calling for Symons' head just a 
week or so earlier must have been 
choking on large helpings of humble 
pie before half-time at Bristol City. 

Dembele's brace takes him to eight 
goals for the season - five of which 
have come in the last three games - 
and getting the teenager's signature 
on a new contract has become a 
priority. 

Real goal threat 

"He's a bright young player, who's 
at a football club where he'll be 
worked and developed," he said. "He's 
looking a real goal threat and myself 
and the coaching staff know him 
very, very well from his time with the 
under-18s and 21s. 

"He's got the likes of Alan 
Curbishley who can give him help 
and advice - he sat him in the office 
on Thursday and went through some 
clips with him, so he's at a brilliant 
club for his development. And he is 
developing, almost on a weekly 
basis. There's a lot of things we've 
asked him to improve on and he's 
stepping up to the plate and doing 
that." 

Dembele'and Fulham hope to stay 
on the goals trail this Saturday, when 
Birmingham City, who have a decent 
away defensive record, visit Craven 
Cottage. 


Backing for Jose 


■ Continued from back page 

“Of course. We still go about every 
game like we used to last season. Still 
the same way, the same tactics, 
nothing has changed. He is still the 
same. If you are not doing things 
right, he gives it to you. It’s just the 
results are not coming.” 

But Mourinho is not adverse to 
criticising players despite absorbing 
most of the criticism himself, is he? 

“He has come out a few times and 
said that players are not giving 100 
per cent. And then you look at the 
next games and the players came out 
and performed better. I think he is 
doing everything that needs to be 
done and, inside the dressing room, 
we believe he is the man to change 
things. He knows this club inside out, 
he knows what is wrong, and it’s just 


a matter of time before the results 
come right,” Mikel added. 

Following Saturday’s 3-1 defeat by 
Liverpool Mourinho was in a testy 
mood, quite happy to challenge 
anyone who dared to question his 
authority. 

In the post-match press conference 
he tried to hold his tongue for fear that 
whatever he said could land him with 
another FA fine. 

When asked for his thoughts on the 
result, he said: “No, I would like to 
listen more than being questioned.” 

But when asked how could a team 
that cantered to the league title last 
season be as comprehensively beaten 
as they were, Mourinho’s response 
was sarcastic and prickly: “Did you 
arrive now or see the game 
... did you see the game?” 
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Mikel backs 


I Continued on page 27 


1 GOALS galore... plenty for Fulham players and fans to celebrate of late. 


1 Continued on page 27 


Mourinho 


JOHN Obi Mikel insists the players are behind manager Jose Mourinho Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


D ESPITE intense and growing 
speculation, Jose Mourinho won't 
be sacked this week and will be 
given time to turn Stamford Bridge back 
into a fortress and propel Chelsea back 
up the Premier League. 

LWN Sport understands that Chelsea’s football 
board will honour the commitment of support they 
handed to Mourinho last month after the 3-1 home 
defeat to Southampton. 

However, since then Blues have won just once in 
five games, culminating in Saturday’s 3-1 home 
reverse to Liverpool. 

We went to press ahead of Wednesday’s home 
Champions League group match against Dynamo 
Kiev which precedes Saturday’s league visit to Stoke 
City. Under normal circumstances two wins would be 
expected. But these are not normal circumstances. 

Mourinho, certainly on the surface, seems to have 
the support of the three main elements that will 
determine his future - the board, fans and players. 


• By LWN reporter Paul Lagan 
sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


With referee Mark 
Clattenberg not giving 
Chelsea that boost, his 
bizarre decision not to 
brandish a second yellow 
card to Lucas in the 
second half for an obvious 
foul on Ramires certainly 
rankled Mikel. 


This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 


Afew minutes before, he gave me ayellow card for Ham ’ when we had 10 men ’ that we were the better 
my first foul,” he said. “And then after that, Lucas team - We scored a J? oal to come back but conceded a 


Midfielder John Obi Mikel has come out fighting 

and vocal in his support for Mourinho, insisting that _, _ _,_ 

the Portuguese is the right man to lead Chelsea out of commits the foul when Ramires was going to goal and § oa ^ by Andy Carroll, 
the doldrums. 

The Nigerian, 28, who has made more than 220 
appearances at SW6, was also frustrated at the result 
against Liverpool at the weekend. 


then he brought him down. For me, and for everyone 
else, it should have been a yellow card.” 

While Mikel does not necessarily subscribe to the 
notion of a conspiracy against his team, he does sense 
things are not going their way. 


And then against Stoke in the Capital One Cup, we 
dominated the game, played well, came back from 
1-0 down, but it went to penalties. 

“Against Liverpool you can see how in the first half 
we should have been two or three-nil up. It’s just that 


Difficult game 

“We knew it was going to be a difficult game,” he 
said. “I think we started well. It was a good 
performance. We played well. We got the goal and, 
you know, if we went into the break 1-0 up, it would 
have been much easier. 

“But I think the referee played two minutes and 30 
seconds or something like that extra. If he had played 
the exact minutes, we would have been 1-0 up and it 
would have been easier.” 


Focus on Craven Cottage 


By TONY MCDONALD 


Fulham start the fireworks 


O N fire Fulham are out on their own as 
the Championship's hot-shots after 
slamming four goals past their 
opponents for the second time in a week. 

In fact, they have done much better than that. 
Whites have scored EIGHT goals in their last 76 
minutes of football - an average of one less 
than every 10 minutes. 

Moussa Dembele (2), Ross McCormack and 
Ryan Tunnicliffe all netted in the first 36 minutes 
of Saturday's emphatic 4-1 victory at Bristol City 
before the Robins claimed a consolation in the 
93rd minute. 

On the back of their 4-2 home win over 
Reading seven days earlier, in which all four 
home goals came in a 40-minute second half 
frenzy, this latest result means Fulham have 
scored 26 times - more than any other second 
tier side this season. 

If they hadn't conceded as many as 20 from 
their first 14 league matches, Fulham would 
have been even closer than four points and four 
places away from the play-off positions prior to 
Tuesday's tough trip to third-placed Burnley. 


"‘Everyone can see how much hard work we are goals are not coming. The wins are not coming but 
putting in,” he said. “We work hard in training, we are y° u can see that we are P la y in g for the manager, we 
playing well, it’s just the results are not coming for us. are r '§bt behind him. There is no doubt about it. If 
You know, every shot on our goal is going in, every an yo ne can turn things around, he is definitely the 
deflection is a goal. So we need a bit of luck which we one - 

don’t have at the minute.” Mikel has been at Stamford Bridge since joining 

With support for Mourinho evident from fans and ^om Norwegian side Lyn Oslo in 2006 and has seen 
board, does Mikel believe the players are playing for Roman Abramovich sack numerous managers - even 
the manager? Mourinho. So does he sense times have changed and 

“Well, you can see from the performance at West J° se w i^ sta y? 

“In terms of the way the club is, Chelsea has 
progressed,” he suggests. “The players are changing, 
newer players, more technical players. Back then, you 
could say we had more physical players, we bullied 
opponents, we pushed them. But now we have more 
technical players who can pass the ball around and 
want the ball all the time. 

“In terms of playing, I think the club has changed a 
lot. In terms of any other thing, the hierarchy, I don’t 
know anything about that. But on the pitch, we have 
definitely changed. 

“Everyone gets older. You grow up as a person when 
you grow with age. You deal with things differently. 
Mourinho still demands 100 per cent from the players 
but in a more calm, mature way. 

“Tactically, he is better. That’s why when he came 
back we won the league in the second season. I know 
the demand in this club is to win and win but we are 
just going through a difficult time right now. He is the 
man to deal with it. 

Still behind him 

“He definitely deserves the chance. You can see from 
the fans that they are still behind him. The players are 
too and we will turn things around. It’s just a matter 
of time. 

“Last year we were champions, we won two 
trophies,” he said. “Jose knows this club more than 
any other manager. I think he is the most successful 
manager in Chelsea’s history. So I definitely think that 
if anything is wrong, he is the one to fix it. There is 
no-one out there who can come in. 

“If you tell me that we are not giving 100 per cent, 
then there is a doubt. But we are giving 100 per cent, 
we are playing for the manager. I don’t think our 
performances are showing otherwise.” 

So is there a determination in the changing room to 
put things right? 





















